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To the thrice Noble and vertuous Maintainer 

and furtherer of all Uvpfull and worthy plcaftires^ 

Sir T H E o D o R E N E vv T 0 , Knighc. 

jT, howfocver bar.ifed ly the^ necefity of tnir.e 
affaires from your prejem (in which I once 
built the left and kappieft eftate f my life, be¬ 
ginning to love it becaufe 1 found you did imptoy 
it f) yet Can I never be feparated from your re¬ 
membrance, becaufe it is all the joy which is 
likely to live and dye with met, witneffe my feule 
that fhowes me no wordly leffon, fo much as the 
oeneficiall favours I have reapt from your vertue,wi)ich to ackytowledne 
mtb a more earneft and ferious fervency, I have fent this poore Book^to 
fife your band, andfpeafe to you in plainc and fvort rules tbofe fpeeches 
tohicbyou have been willing to heare from my m.uth, not doubting 
kt they flsall give you fatisfadion, and make mee live both reith you, 
and the inheritours of your verlues, to the laft age. they are true and 
eafte, drawne from thefe laft times, not borrowed to bedow with a 
faltering infinuation, but faithfully drawn from ulrt, and from thoje 
experiments which I once thought Jlsould have Jlept in the grave with -e 
me: but having lived fo longfrom your eyes (which I proteft my fmle 
truly loves ) I ffudied to thinke what gratefull Embaffudour I might 
fend to fpeafe I love you ; and ftnding none which I thought you would 
better beare\han this, Ifurnifht him with the heft infirubiions I could, 
and fent him onely attired in his owneveflue, to tell you, what I doe, 
and what I will doe, is, ever to live and dye at your Service- 

Gervafe Markham. 
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To ths beji dtfpof Readers, 

■ ^ny and fundry may bee the conftruftions and cen- 
Cures of this Booke ( Courteous and well difpofed 
Reader ) becaufe I have in former time ^vritcen fo 
largely of fome part of the fubjecf contained here¬ 
in; but I would have no man miftakfn in his own 
prtjudicate opinion, but rruely underltand, that this is neither 
epitomy, relation, exti'aftion, nor repetition either of mine 
oivne, or any other Author whatfoever, butaplaine forme of 
doing things by a nccrer and more cafte'and fafer way chan ever 
hath hitherto btene difeovered, drawn from the lateft experi¬ 
ments in true Art, and finding a nserer way to our ends by 
many degrees; for what before could not bee done in divers 
yeares, here you (hall fee how to effeft in few moneths, anc' 
what we beftowed moneths upon to feeke, .now we niay find ii 
few weekes. The reafons whkh induc’t me to this labour wett 
thefc, Firlt to give fatisfaftion to the friends and favor ers of 
my former works, that when they heare men dlfcoiirfe of thefe 
paffages to our delights, they may yet know that the hrft 
was neither ill nor vaine, but what now is derived from it, and 
that albeit we may be lefle curious, yet thecuriofity is not alto¬ 
gether u.nprofitable, but both joyned together may make an ab- 
ioluteunderfranding. Then to give eafe and liuht burthen to 
the heavy and duller memory, whom the tedioufnelle of a great 
worke may clifcoiirage ; and laftly, becaufe my former labour 
is utterly cut of print, whereby the Kingdome is deprived the 
benefit I intended, I thought good to have fomething living • 
of leTe price, and as great fperhaps greater} profit, which 
Ihould fadsfieall vertuous mindsinany thing required, within 
the compaffe of choft former (hewed Recreations ; not doubt¬ 
ing but howfoever men may firft give a light fuevay to tliefe 
parsers, yet if they one; take paines to read them, they'will af¬ 
ter affirme them worthy of choice befomes. And with this 
Ceded refolution I leave them to thy view, and thee to thine 
ownerefr. 

Ea/er Cervrtfe hLrl'^nja. 




The Table of the Country Con¬ 

tentments. 


O F hunting in gcnerull : faults IQ 

and all the farticnlar i Of high way hounds 13 

kyiotvledges bdonging 'Ihe /{cnncll for cxernfe of 
thereunto page I the body ibid. 

The necejjity and uje if re- Of the hounds !{ennell 15 
creation 2 | The filiation of the kamfU 

Thepr.tife of hunting 5-, _ ih/d, 

ft hat hunting is ibid. -Offeeding of hounds ] 7 

Thediverf ties of chafes /^'^Diverf ties of meats ibid. 

The diverfties of hounds ib. > The manner Oif feeding I'S 
The colours of hounds ibid. \ Meate for f eke and n'eal^e 
The fiape and proportion of \ hounds did. 

hounds \ Beft h.nires of feeding ip 

The compofirion of kennels 6 ‘ ai proportion of meat ibid. 

The middle fzd Dogge for Ordering of hounds after 
cunning .7 ^ hunting ' 20 

I'orfiveetnejfeof cry ' 8 The curlfg if dfeafes in 
Torliindnefcofcry ibid.. ' hounds ibid. 

Fcrdeepnejfeofcry 9 Of killing fleas and lice m 

Forirainingofhorfes ibid. ■ To kill worms ibid. 

A good caveat to Gentle- Biting Withvenemousbeafts 
men ' ' t d ibid, 

Ohj 0 ion againft . faift [Biting with a mad dog ibid. 

hounds , , Ti ' Of a mad dog andthe fignes 

The anfver io'the objeciion \ . . 

_ ' 'ibid. Ofgauling y '■ did. 
Oorreddim of fivift hounds j Of a tetter did. 

A 3 for 



The Table. 


For the itch 23 

For the manngy orfcab ibid, 
of Wounds ibid, 

of a. canker in the eare 24 
of furbdting ibid. 

Ofortij cs ibid 

For the Jione ibid. 

For cojtiveneffe ibid. 

For any difeafes in the eares 

25 

For fore eyes ibid. 

For broken bones . ibid. 
Of the breeding of Hounds 
ibid. 

Hounds mufi fate one ano¬ 
ther “. 26 

T/jc months to breed in ibid 
Vuder mhich fgnes to breed 
ibid. 

Ordering of Eratches afier 
whelping 27 

When to weane whelps ibid. 
How to enter whelps ibid. 
Obfervations in the entring 
of whelps .28 

of chafes in generall , 2 9 

of the Stagge.and hfsprofits 

30 

How to kytow an old Stagge 
ibid. 

Fhe cajiing of heads gi 
How to find a Stagge ibid, 
the hunting of the Stag ib. 


I to know when a Stagge is 
weary ,32 

of the Buck. 33 

of the Hare ibid, 

of her profits ibid. 

The huntingof the Hare ib. 
IF here to find Hares . 3,}, 

The kyiowledge of the Hares 
forme ibid. 

1 he Hares fieights andJhifts 

35 

The huntingof the Fox and 
Badger ibid, 

of hawkingwith all forts of 
Hawkes 36 

Kinds of Hawkes ibid. 
The jiights of Hawkes ibid. 
The ordering of Hawkes 37 
The mannaging oj Hawkes 
ibid. 

The luring of Hawkes ibid. 
Bathing of Hawkes ibid. 
The enfeaming^giving^cafi- 
ing^ and fcowring 38 

of flying at the vheafant or 
Partridge 39 

of flying at Fowle 40 

Helps for faults in long¬ 
winged Hawkes 41 

of theJiand ibid. 

Againfi frowardnejfe ibid, 
to make ah iwkg inward ib. 
\to. keepe a Hawke in high 
' flyitig 



The Table. 


fiyitJg 42 

To bring Harvlics tfptrard 
ibid- 

Tutdts mfiortiringedharplir 

43 

of Uirning taj/le ibid 

if a Hatpi^e vpill not fly at all 
ibid. 

Too much fondneffe of the 
man ibid. 

Utroing of long roinged 
Earokes 44 

Mming at theJlone , ibid. 
Meiping at large ibid. 

Mevping of fhort roinged 
Haxokgs , ibid. 

WhentodraroHarokes ~ 45 
Difeafin Haro kgs ibid. 
Of cbtirfhg ioith Greyhounds 
ibid. 

■ Weeding ofGfeyhounds 46 
Be ji place for breed ibid. 
Theiejt Greyhound ibid. 
Wmblenejfe in Greyhounds 

47 

Difference betroixt dogs and 
bitches ibid. 

Dogs and bitches for breed\ 
ibid. 

The ffape of Greyhounds 48 
Dieting of Greyhounds for 
thecourfe 49 

Of xohat diet conjtfieth ibid. 


of Food - ibid. 

Ofgenerall Food 50 

of particular Food ibid. 
j Food for a match ibid. 

! Houres of feeding \ 51 

Ofexercifebycourfng ibid. 
Ordering dogges after c'ur- 

H ., 5 ? 

Ofajnng iota. 

Kennelling the Greyhound 

53 

The laroe s of courfing ibid. 
Of divers other particular 
recreations 56 

Shootingin the long botv ib. 
ofJhootinginCredorves 57 
Of Bowling ibid, 

oftennk Baloonbals '• 58 
The whole Art of Angling 59 
TheufeofAngling 60 
The antiquity • 61 

of the mg'erodfinesffatrfs^ 
&c. 62 

of the -top of the angle rod 

63 

Angle red of one pfeeti 64 
Angle rod of many peeces 6 5 
The Line 66 

Colouring of Lines 67 

of the Cokg 69 

of Angle hookes 70 

of other implements 7 3 
of the Anglers inward 
I qualities 



Tbe Table. 


qualities 

'751 

Anglers apparell 

ibid 

Anglers vertues 

ibid. 

Certaine cautions 

78 

BeB androorftfeafons to an- 

glein 

79! 

TheAtiglers manner of flan- 

ding 

80 

of fifbes haunts 

82 

Obje^ionsandanfwers 84 

Ofbaytes in gener all 

■ 85 

Seafonsfor bayts 

86 

OfFlyes 

ibid. 

Prejervation of bayts 

83 

OfPaJies 

89 

2 he angling for fever all fifi 


90 

OftheGoodgin ibid. 

TheCarpe 9 ^ 

ihe Chub^Chettny^df'c. 92 
The Eele^Flounder^&a. ,93 
The Grayling, Breame .and 
Tench ,9^4 

ThePyke,Bleake,^c. 95 
OfSnickjing the Vyke 96 
0/ f fee Sainton , • - 


ii&e taking of fjh mihont 
Angle 97 

Vreferving offifi front de~ 
i vourers 98 

Ordering of fip ponds 100 
The beji water-lime 102 
of the fighting Cock. 103 
.The choice of Cocky ibid, 
BreedingofCockj 105 
Dieting of Cocky 109 
Taking up of Cocky 110 
The Cockcpenne 4 bid. 

of Sparring Hi 

OfDyet-hread 112 

Thsjirji Fortnights keeping 
ibid. 

The fecond Fortnights keep- 
ing 113 

The third Fortnights keep¬ 
ing . 114 

The matching , of a Cock§ 

”5 

Preparing Cocky to fight 

, lib 

Orderingof Cocky after bat- 

tell- ibid. 


Country 



COVNTR.EY. 

CONTENTMENTS-- 

O R.J 

TfaeHusband-MansRecreation: con- 

tayning the wholefome Exercifes^ in which 
any man ought toRecreate himfdfe, after the 
toyle of more ferious faufinefle. 

The firft BooJ^, 


Chap. i. 

of Hunt and of all the particular knowledges 

belonging there unto. 

Aving already in my former 
Worke of the EngljJJj-Hnsband- 
man, fet forth in fufficientlarge- 
neffe , the toile and induftrious 
labours of the carefull Husband^ 
man , and how both his minde 
and body ought in every feafon 
to be imployed, for the effefting 
and bringing forth of thofe 
wholefome profits j which God hath appointed forthe 
maintenance ofhim, and his Family; And in the Booke 
laft going beforCj called Cheape and Good, (hewed the 
Cure and maintenance of his Cattle and creatures bred 
by him, and his labours, through Gods great Blefiings , 
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I thinke it not aniifle here to fpeake oftlujfe lawfull and 
praife-worthy exercifes or recreations, in which ("with 
Gods feare, and care of not offending his neighbour) he 
may foberly fpend thole houres which he {ball beftowe 
in the cheerful reviving and ftirringup of his fpirits, be- 
ing formerly wearied or foredone with the heavy toy le 
of more unpleafant (though more profitable) ftudyes, 
both becaufe it is intended that a man fo good & vertu- 
Theneceffity ousas thetiueH«/^a«<^K«« is, fhould not bee deprived 
and nfe of re any comfort,or felicity,which the earthjOr the creatures 
creatMa. affoord to him, being indeed the right 

Lord and Matter (next under God) of them both^ as al- 
fo for the neceffity thereof, being the ftrength and in- 
ableroftheminde, toundergoe the weightieft affaires 
that can any way poife, orbeare ddwne imagination. 

Hence it comes that the heathen Sages or wife men of 
the firft world, founded with their Lawes, their feafts, 
with their Labours^their olmpick/, and with their war¬ 
fare, their Triumphs^my^ at this day wee fee the fevereft 
pedants will give their Ichollers there play-day,aDd the 
moft covetous matters will binde their hirelings but to 
certaine hourea^ eve^ toyleexading C as out of duty) 
ffme time forreaeation: neither; Was there any stokke 
found focruell, either to himleffe or nature, but at 
fome time or other he would unb^ his minde, &givc 
it liberty to ftray into fome more pl^Kant walkes, then 
the myry wayes of his owiie wilful! refolutions. As I 
haveoblerved io thecourfeof matiymen of exceeding 
ftrickt lives, to whom all-be feverity of profeffion, in¬ 
firmity ofbody, and age, or fuchlike, have taken away 
all aftuail recreation, yet have their mindes begot un¬ 
to tfaemfelves fome habites orcuftomes of delight, 
which have in as large meafure given, them: content¬ 
ment,. 
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ment, whether they were their owne, or faorrowedj a s 
ifthey had beenetne fple Aftors of the fame. 

But why wade I thus far in this untroubied ftrcamc? 
letitfnfficethen, that as Recreation is moft nect flary, 
fo to none it is more due, then to the HttskinU-m in : and 
herein you may notexpeft, that I will goe about toc- 
lefl: and prcfcribe what recreation he lhall ufe, binding 
all men to one pleafure ^ God forbid, my purpofeis 
meerly contrary: for I know in mens recreations, that 
nature taketh to her felfe an elpeciall prerogative, and 
what to one is moft plealant, to another is moft offen- 
five ^fomefeekingto fatisfie theminde, fome the body, 
and fome bothjin a jpynt motion, 

I will therefore, as far as my skill and knowledge will 
extend, figure forth tp the life eveiy feverall recreation, 

Jeaving nolimbe or member imperfeft, and then leave 
mto the choikof the that which lhall 

beft agree with his fpirit, not doubting but as they are 
in themfel ves lawful! 8c modeft, fo he will ufe them ac¬ 
cording to the worthines of his owneand their vertues. 

Now for as much as thele (ports are manyand divers, I 
think it not amift'e to begin and give that recreation pie- 
cedencie of place, which in mine opinion ( how ever it 
may be efteemed partial)doth many degrees goe belore, 

8c precede all other, a? being moft royall for the ftate- 
lmesthereof,moftartificial! for the wildome 8c cunning 
thereofjand moft manly 8c warlike for the ufe and indu¬ 
rance thaeof. And this I hold to be the hunting of wild 
Beaftsin generall: of which, as the Chafes are many, lb 
will I fpeakeof them particularly in their proper places. 

But before I proceed any further I will tell you what 
Huntifig is, and hom the true definition thereof, make yvbarHwrj;- 
your way more eafie and plaine into the hidden Arty's- 
B 2 • of 
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of tie fame. Bunting is then acuriousfearchor con- 
queftofoneBeaft over another 3 purfuedby a natural! 
inftind of enmity, and accomplithed by the diverfities 
" anddiftinftionoffmellsonely, wherein IVatwre equally 
dividing her cunningjgiveth both to the offender, and 
ofrendedjftrange knowledge both of off ence and fafety. 
In this recreation is to bee feene the wonderfull power 
. ' . ofGod in his creatures 3 and how far rage and policie 
can prevaile againftinnocency 8c wifedome: But to pro- 
ceedtomymainepurpofe, you (hall underftand that as 
theChafesaremany which we daily hunt, as that of the 
Stagge^ the tbe Roe, the Hare, the Fox, the Badger, 

the o/tcr,the Bo4re,the Coate,and fuch like,fo the purfu- 
ers or conquerors of thefe chafes ((peaking of Hunting 
The namely, 

of hour.*, ^ow of thefe hounds there are divers kinds, as the slow- 
bound, which is a large great dog,tall,and heavy, and arc 
bred for the moft part in the Weft countries of this 
Kingdome, as alfo in Ches-Jhire 8c Lanca-fijire, and moft 
woodland,andMountanousCoHntryesj then themid- 
dle fiz’ddog, which is more fit for the Cafe, being of 
a morenimble compofure, and are bred in Worjitr poire, 
Bedford-Jhire, 8c many other well mixt foiles where the 
Champaigne, and covert are of equalllargenefft^ then 
the light, nimble,fwift flender dog, which is bred in the 
North parts of this kingdome, as Torke-poire, Cumber¬ 
land, Northumberland, and mariy other plain cham paign 
countryes; and laftly thelittle Be^j^/ejWhich may be car¬ 
ried in a mans glove, and are bred in many countries for 
delight onlyjbeing of curioiK fents, and paffing cunning 
in their hunting, for the moft part tiring, ( but feldome 
killing) the prey, except at feme ftrange advantage. 

Thefe hounds are of divers colours, and according to 

t&ir 
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their colours, fo we eleft them for the Chafe: as thus for 
example. The white hound, or the white with blacke ' 
fpots, or the white with fome few liver fpots,^re the 
moft principal beft to compofe your Kennel of, and will 
indeede hunt any Chafe exceeding well, efpecially the 
Hare^Stagge^Bucke^Roe^orOtter^ for they will well en¬ 
dure both woods, and waters; yet if you demand which 
is the beft, and moft beautifull of all colours for the ge- 
nerall Kennell, then I anfwer the white with the blacke 
eares, and a blacke fpot at the fetting on of the taile, and 
a re ever found both of good fent, and good condition. 

The blacke hound, the blacke tann’d, orhethatisall li- 
ver-hewd,orthe milke white, which is the trae Talbot, 
are beft for the ftring orlyara, for they doe delight 
moft in blood, and have a naturall inclination to hunt 
dry -foot, and of thefe the largeft is ever beft, and moft 
comely. ’ The griffeld which are ever moft commonly 
(hag-haird, or any other colour, whether it be mixt, or 
unmixt,foitbeftiag-haird are the beft verminers, and 
therefore are chofen to hunt the Fox, Badger, or any o- 
ther hot fent: they are alfo exceeding good and cunning 
finders; and therefore of Htintf»ien notthought amiffe 
to have one or a couple in every Kennell. 

Forthe(hapeofyourH(?««d, it muft be according to 
the climate where he is bred^ and according to the natu- 
rail compofttion of his body, as thus, If you would 
choofe a large, heavy, (low, true Talbot-Wke hound, you 
muft choofehim which hath a round, big, thickhead, 
with a fhort nofe, uprifing, & large open noftrils,which 
(hews that heis ofa good and quickfent,his eares excee¬ 
ding large, thin, and down hanging much lower then his 
chaps, and the flews of his upper lips almoft two inches 
lower then his neither chaps,which (hews a merry deepe 
B 3 mouth, 
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roouth, and a loud ringer, hisbackeftrongand (traight, 
yet rather rifing, then inwardly yeelding, which (hew es 
much toughnelfeand indurance, his fillets would bee 
thick, and great, which approve a quicke gathering up 
of his kgs without paine, his buckle bones round, and 
hidden, which fliewes he will not tycr,his thighs round, 
and his hams ftraight, which fhewes fwiftnelle, his taile 
lon2:,and rufh growne, that is big at the fetting on , and 
fmaU downward, which (hewes a perfeii ftrong chine, 
and a good wind,thehaireunder his belly hard,& fiiffe, 
which fhewes willingnes and ability toendure labour in 
all weatherSjahdindl places, his legs large , and leanc, 
which fhewes nimblcnes in leaping, or cHiiiing, his foot 
round, high knuckled, and well ckwd,.witb a dry hard 
foakjwliich fhewes he will never fijrbait, and thegene- 
railcotnpofure ofhis body, fb juft, arid even,:that no le- 
vell may diftinguifli whether his hinder, or fore- part be 
thehigher, all which fhew him of much ability, and that 
in his labour he will feldomefinde any annoyance: but 
ifyou will chufea fwiftlight homd, then muft bis head 
be more flender 8c his nofe morelong, his cares & fie wes 
morefhallow, fiisbackebroad,hisfely gaunt, his taile 
fmall hi-joyntslong, his foot round, and hisgenerall 
compofuremuch more flender; and Gray-hound-like : 
and thus in the gcnerallity for the moft part,and all your 
Torke-pir? hounds,whofevertues I can praife no further 
then for fent and fwiftneSjfor tofpeakeoftheir mouths, 
they have onely a little fharpefweetnes like a ligge, but 
no depth or ground like more folemne muficke. 

The con'pofti- Now to fpcake of the compofition of Kennels, though 
snofkennei/s- thereisamoftcertaineknownebetter-hood, yetitisto 
men like bewty, each allowing beft of that which agrees 
with his owneaffeftion: therefore when.you intend to 

fet 
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fet up a Kenell of Homds^ examine your fancy what bee 
the beft plcafures you take in Hounds^whetherk be cun¬ 
ning in Iweetnefle, loudnelle or deepnefleof 

aie,whetherit beforthetrainingofyourhorfej oreife 
butmeerelyfortheexcrcifeof yourowne body, being 
otherwifembjefttogroflenefleandinfirmitie, ifitbee 
for cunning . you (hall breed your dogges b om 

the flowed: and largeft of the Northern hounds^ and the ctmn'^. 
fwifteft and flendrefl: of the Weft country rfjaad/jbeing 
both male, and female,approved to be ftanch, faire, and 
even runningofperfedfinefent, and net given to lie 
off, or looke for advantages. Thefe/w««d/will neither 
bee fo exceeding flow, that you will waft many dayes 
without fomefruit of yourlabour, nor fo unnimbie, 
that you (hall need men to help them o^ er every hedge, 
as I have many times feen to my much wonder, but ha - 
ving both ftrength and nimblenefle, will hold you in 
continualldelightandexercife: for thele middlefiztd 
dogs are neither fofwift that they will far out-runne the 
fent,and fo fetch many tedious rings to recover it, nor fo 
flow, that for want of fpeed they Vv^ill lofe the fent, and 
let it grow cold by their owne lafinefle, but being ever 
and anon upon it, bring the Chafe to fuch a narrow exi- 
gentjthat the pooreBeaftfhall be forc’d to try al the (kill 
natureor ftrength hath lent it to prefervelife : and the 
on the other (ids all their paines, and the hjmtf. 
w.tKr cunning, to undoe the intricate doubles, (kippes, 
fquats, & windings with which they fhallbe perplexedy 
and in this mediocrity of hunting, (hall your eyepf the, 
covert be not to extreme thick J take a perfedt viewe of 
all the arrand cunning in every paflage, fo that I con¬ 
clude the middle fixed hound, of good ftrength, found 
mouth, and reafonable fpeed, wliich will make a horfe 
B 4 gallop. 
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gallop faftj and not ruune, is the beft for the true Art, 
andufeof Hunting. 

If you would have your Kennell for fweetneffe of 
For iweetneiie ^ Compound it of fome large dogges, 

^ that have deepe folemne mouthes^and are fwift in ipen- 

ding,which muft as it were bearethe bafe in the coafort, 
then a double number of roaring, and loud ringing 
moutheSjWhich muft beare the counter tenor,then fome 
hollow plainefweete mduthes, which mult beare the 
meane or middle part : and fo with thefe three parts of 
muficke you flialL make your cry perfeft .-and heerein 
you fhall obferve that thefe Hounds thus, mixt, doe run 
juft and even together, and not hang ofifloofe one from 
another, which is the vildeft fight that may be? and 
you fhall underftand, that this compofition is beft to bee 
madeof the ftvifteft&largeft deep mouthed dog, the 
floweft middle fizd dog, and the^horteftlegdi^endel• 
dog, amongft thefe you caft in a couple or two of fmall 
finging Beagles, which as fmall trebles may warble a- 
mongft them : the cry will bee a great deale the more 
fweeter. * , 

If you would have your Kennell for loudnes of mouth 
you fhall not then choofe the hollow deepe mouth, but 
the loud ciarigingmouth, which fpendeth freely, and 
fbarpely, and as it were redoubleth in the utterance: and 
if you mix with them the mouth that roareth, and the 
mouth that whineth, the cry will bee both the louder, 
and fmanerj and thefe Hounds are for the moft part 
of the middle fize, neither extreme tall, nor ex¬ 
treme deepe flewed, fuch as for the moft part your 
Shop 8c pure Worfier-fiire dogs are, and the mere 
equally you compound thefe mouthes, having as many 
Jto^r£rs',as Syenders^&nd as many whiners fis of either, of 
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the other, the louder,and pleafanter your cry will be, ef- 
pecially ifit be in founding tall woods, or under the cc- 
cho of Rocks. 

If you wouldkave your Kennell for depth of mouth, por deepneffe 
then you fhall compound it of the largeft dogges, which of cry. 
have the greateft mouthe?, and deepeft flews, fuchas 
your Wejl Coun!rje, Ches-Jhire^ and Lanca-Jhire dogges 
are, and to.five or fixe cou-ple of bafe mouthes, you fliall 
not adde above two couple of O unter-tenors, as ma¬ 
ny Meanes, and not above one couple of Roarers, which 
being heard but now and then, as at the opening or hit¬ 
ting of a fenr,wil give much fweetnefle to the folemnefs, 
andgnvenelieof the cry, and the mufick thereof, will 
bee much more dehghtfull to iheearesof every behol¬ 
der. 

If you would have your Kennell for the trayning of For traynire 
your horfe onely, labouring thereby to bring him to horfa- 
thefullperfeftion of fpeed, truth, andtoughnes, then 
you fhall compound your Kennell of thelighteft, nim- 
bleft and fwifteft dogs, fuch as for the moft part all your 
Northern/wt/jtdr are, which running fwiftly away with 
thechafe will draw your horfe up tothatextraordina- 
ly fpeed, that he will forget all eafe or loitering, and ac¬ 
quaint himfelfe daily with the violenceof fuchexcr- 
cife, being fo familiar therewith, thatin theenditwill 
belefletroublefometo him then a flow gallop,andhence 
it vras and is that the North parts are fofainousforthe 
truth and fwiftnefle of their ,horfes above all other 
Countries in thisKingdome .• for it is moft certaine that 
theirhorfesarenotbetterbredthere, theninotherpla- 
ces, but their exercife is much ftronger, and violent, 
through the natural! fwiftnes of their Homds^mfomuch 
thatunlefle a horfe either out ofnature or education, be 
brought 
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brought to a more thenordinary fpeed, it is iqipoffiblej, 
that his Mafter iLouldeither fee fport, or keep company 
with his com panions. 

A gooi caTea: Therforc I would have al young Gentlemen,which are 
for rcntisToii. to the delight of /jK«ty3_§ or Running horfes, by 

all meanes to traine them up after the fwifteft/w««/ix.• 
for it is the greateftdeceite and cofenage a man can be¬ 
llow upon himfelfe, to do the contrary, as I have feenc 
many times in mine owne experience, when a Gentle¬ 
man who hath fuppofed his hotincls tobefwift, which 
indeed were but pf a middle fpeed, and hath feene his 
Hor fefollow them all day luftil y and ftrongly, in every 
Chafe able to command the formofl/jiJ/Wathisplea- 
fure, he hath immediately in his owne judgement con¬ 
cluded his horfefwiftand matchable with the beft, and 
from that opinion ingaged him againft a knowne fwift 
horfe, for great fummes of money, then when the day 
oftriallhath beene come, the horle which had beene 
trained after How dogs, comming to follow thole that 
were indeed fwift, hath bin d ra wne fo farre beyond the 
ufual manner of former exercife,that he hath given over 
. the Chafe before the day hath bin halfe fpent. 

This caveat I give for all mens inftrufrions, becaufe! 
have feene thelolie which hath grovvne thereby. And 
now toreturne to my purpofe j yourKennell thus com- 
pofed of the fwifteft^KW/, youlhallasnighasyou 
can fort their mouthesinto three equal parts ofmuficke, 
that is to fay, Baf^yCotintertenor,anA Meane--, the Safe 
are thofe mouthes which are moft deepe and fblemne, 
and are fpent out plain e and freely, wi thout redoublingj 
the Countertenor are thole which are moft loud 8c ring¬ 
ing, whofefliarpe lQunds palfe fo fwift, that they foeme 
todooIeandmakediviRon^ and the Meanc are thofe 

which 
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which are foftandfweetmoutheSj that though plaine, 
and a little hollow, yet are fpentfmoothandtreely, yet 
fo diftinftly that a man may count the notes as they o- 
pen. Of thefe threei'ortsof mouthesif yourKenncll 
be ( asneereas you can )"equally compound, you (hall 
finde itmoft perfeft and deleftabk: forthough they 
have not the thunder and loudnefleof the great dogges , 
which may be compared tothe high wind inflirummts, 
yet they will have she tunable fweetnefleofthe beft 
compounded conforts, and fure a man may findeas 
much Art and delight in a Lute, as in an Organ. But objeflions 
here me thinkes a too tender lover of a horfe ftands at gainft fwifc 
my elbow, and puls me by the eare with this Objeftion, 
that - to traine Korfes after Dogges of this exceeding 
fwiftnefl'e,will be a labour of that violence winch a yong 
Horfe will hardly endure .• For firft it will drawhim fo 
iuddainely from his winde,that it will breed flopping in 
hjs bodyjand choaking up the paflages of his breath, ha¬ 
zard the breaking of his Lungs, or the rimme of his bel- 
ly,as hath bin many times feene in Horfes of great me- 
tal.’Next the horfe being young, and unacquainted with 
exercife, it will breed in him a wearineffe and loathing 
of his labour, and nothing is well done,^ that is not done 
with delight; Laftly, the horfe being foule of body, and 
unpurgedjitm^y melt his greafe toofoone, ftrayne his 
finewesand tender griflles toomuch, and breede matsy 
difeafeSj foiile;, and incurable, of which onely too \do- 
lent Labour is the ground worke. 

Tothisobjeftionl thus anfwere, that albeit the labor Theanfetr. 
be for thetime moft violent, yet it i? not of fo.long con¬ 
tinuance asthat which is more flow, and to run twelve 
fcore fwifely is riot fo painefiil,as to walke twenty miles: 
for you muff underftand thatthefe fwifttowd/ outof 

their 
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th i: tretall and fw iftnefle do foone overQiut and runne 
beyond the ftnt, and then retiring backe upon it againCj 
give the horfe time to eafe himfelf, & catch new breath, 
whereas the Howcv dogges carrying the fent everb'efore 
them, kcepyour horfe to a continuall Labour, which is 
more paineful,and makes him a tough enduringi-ackey, 
butnotamoft fwift running Gentleman; befides,the 
many faults, caftings about of the fwift adde 

fueh a comfort unto the horfe, who perceiveth the 
ftrength of his Labour to have no eafe till he come up to 
thofe Faults, that he will out of the willingnelTe of his 
ownenature, double his courage to purfuethem moft 
rAiftIy,feeinghiseafeiseverthegreater, by how much 
hee keepethever neererto the hounds ; for thedanget 
ofburfting, melting his greafe, and other infirmities, 
the diferetion of the Rider, and Ikill of the Keeper, mull: 
prevent •• ofwhofc OfficesI have written largely infor¬ 
mer Chapters, in the Booke called C heape and Good: for 
be alRired, thofe dangers may happen as well after the 
,, flow'elt as the fwifteft. 

ivift hounds Butto my'purpofe, (ince hounds are the fubjed of my 

hails. difeourfe .‘You fhalnndetftand that thefe fwift hounds 

are,asisbeforefaid,outoftheirhafl:,nimblenes, andme- 
talt, more fubjeft to make defaults then other 
yet full as curious and good; of fent as any other, as you 
iball perceive by the quicke knowledge and apprehenfi- 
on of their ovme errors, cafting about of themfelves, and 
recovering the fent, and fo going away with the fame, 
before any Huntftnan can come intohelpethem: yeti 
would wifh every Gentleman-like in the 

compoGtion of thisKe»«s//, tohavefoineftauncholde 
</(7jgexamongft them, which running more foberly, yet 
clofr-with them,may Gt upon the fent, when they over- 
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ftiut it, and £b call them backe, and give them their Ioffe 
without more trouble. Alfo I would have both in this 
Kennel, &every other, acoupleatleaft of good finders, 
being dogges flannch of mouth, and not able to open ex¬ 
cept fhey lye upon a certaine tray le; for thefe will bee 
great furtherers of yourfport, and makeyour younger 
deggesA great deale more mute and painefull. 

Youlhallalfoin this and al other haveatleafta Of the high 
Gouple'of good high way dogf^ that is to fay. Hounds of 
fuchcunningandperfedfent, that they will hunt as 
well upon a drye, hard, high-way, ( where you cannot 
prickeforth the paflage of your Chafe) as upon the 
frefheft moulde, or will hunt as truely through flockes 
oflheep, orheardsofbeafts, as upon the grounds where 
fewornobeaftscome:^ thefe are called Hounds for the 
high-way,or guides of the fCe«Ke',and are exceeding ne- 
ceffary, and fit for all mens pleafure: for they take from 
the Euntfman^ bothfenfeofpaineand anger.' 

Laftly, if you would compofea kennell onely for the The Kcnncii 
exercife of your owne body, or maintenance of health, of 

you (hall firft draw into your Confideration your owne ^ 
ability,as whether you will make your exerci fe on foote, 
or horle backe. Tf your delight and ability draw you to 
hunt on foote, then! would wilhyoutocompofe your 
kennell of the biggeft and flo weft doggcs you can get,ref- 
pefting only cunning At/wfzwg, and depth of mouth, and 
this kennell you (hall make fo jldunch, and obedient to 
your command, that when' they are upon the hotteft 
fentjor in the earneftnes of the chafe,to ftep before them 
and caft your hunting pole but before their eyes, they 
(hall fuddainly ftop,and hunt after youin full crye; with 
no more fpeede then it (hall pleafe you to leade them , 
and then when you pleafe, to let them goe before you 
againe,. 
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agalne, topafleaway with the fent roundly and with¬ 
out ftay, ' 

This manner of will carry with'itatwo-fold 

delightjthe one of injoying the muficke of their voycesj 
the other,the cunning of their nofes; each ftriving to go 
before,y et none prefuming without leave to goe before: 
by this rule you fhall bring the hotteftfent, and the col- 
deft fent to one manner of fwifneffe, andfoneitherbf- 
fend your body with too much, nor too little exercife. 
But if you wil take your exercife on horfebacke, becaufe 
infirmity will not let you runneafoote, then you fhall 
compafle your Kemell of the floweft of middle fized 
Hounds^ who fhall have both good mouthes,Sc loud,and 
nofes of moft ready fent,and perfeft hunting: and if you 
bring thefe hounds alfo to the former obedience of flop¬ 
ping,and hunting after you, it will beeexceedinggood 
and delightful!, both toyoure^es, and eares, and fo 
bring your Hounds to temperance8ccooleneflein/j««- 
that taking the frenGe and greedineCfe of haft from 
their minds,they wil make your fpbrt much iongcr,and 
lefle W&ary then elfe it would be, , 

But fome will anfwer me, that albeit they have inGr- 
n3ities,whichdetames them from running a foote, or la¬ 
bouring like lackies or drudges, yet they can endure or¬ 
dinary andorderly walking, fuch as fhall be flt for any 
moderateexercifcj and therefore they would hunt on 
foots •• yet the great they likenotfor two caufes, 

firftliis chargeable and troublefome keeping, and next 
his noifomneffe and peftering company in a houfe that 
is but ftreight, and of no more then of neceflary ufe:To 
tl lefe I anfwer, that itis good for them to keepethelit- 
tle CnallMitten-iBM^ife, which may be companions for a 
Ladies{^xtle^ndia the field will hunt as cunningly asa- 

ny 
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ny Hound whatfoeverj only thoirmnficke is very fmallj 
like reeds,and their place like their body, only for exer- 
cife, and not for flaughter. 

Havingthuscotnpofed yms Kennel of Horndt accor- of the hotinde 
dingtothe humor of yourown fancy and delight,it ihal Kcnneii. 
be meet then that you frame a Kennel or houfe to keepe 
them in, wherein they may lyedrye,and have their food i 

and other neceffaries about them, without troubling 
your dwelling houfe, or giving offence by their greedi- 
neffe or ravening. 

This Kennell (orHoJinds would be placeda pretty dir Theftnation’'] 
ftancefromyourdwelling houfe,near fume river, pond, of the kennell. 
fpring, or other frelh water; it would alfo (land againft 
the fide of feme banke or hill, whichpoking direftly a- 
gainfttheEaft, themorningSunne^ight rife uponthe 
fame, andnotlofetbefightofittillatleafttwoorthree 
houres after noone, which will bee a great refrelhing 
and comfort unto the Hounds, which love naturally to 
ftretchjtrim, and picke themfelvesin the Sunne: againft 
the fide of this hill, would be cut or digged divers large 
and broad feats one above another, containing at leaft 
five foot in breadth,and two foote and a halfe in height, 
whichfeates wouldbeeeither boorded, orw<itled with 
flakes and fmall wands on the fides to hold up the earth 
from falling, and alfo clofe boorded a loft, whereon you 
fhall lay frefh and fweet ftraw for your dogs to lye upon, 
the number of thefc feates would bee according to the 
number of your Hounds, and the quallity ofthe etsrth in 
largenefle: over thefe feates would be made a clofc and 
well tyled Shed, open no way but upon the Eaft, and in 
fuch manner that it may defend either all or moft part of 
the feates from raine, winde, oranytempeft.-from the 
lo weft part of thefe feats forward, you fliall make a large 
greene 
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greenecourt; btingeither walled, paled, orotherwife 
very ftrongly fenced about, in which your Honnds 
may play, I'port, feummer ,■ and doe other offices of 
nature fit for their health: alio in this court, in the mofl: 
convenient corner of the fame, you ffiali build a little 
I'.oufe or Lodge, with a fpacious and large Chimney in 
the fame, wherein in the Winter time you (ball allow 
fire,before which(yourDogges returned from hunting) 
may ftrech,picke,dry and trim themfelves, which is an 
exceeding comfort unto them,and will make them more 
ftrongand ableto endure their labour, and alfo keepe 
them •wonderfully well,both from the mangy,and other 
filthy difeafes which proceed from colds taken after vi- 
olentheating. In this Chimney your HimtfmanihaW 
have a large Cauldron, and other neceflTaries, as Ladels, 
Skummers,and fuch like^ for preparing and making rea¬ 
dy of all fuch warme meate as you (hall allow to them, 
which if it be fweet is called, Mang, if otherwife Car- 
rion, orgarbage: above this lower roome (hall beyour 
Him fjmans lodging, ■wherein he (hall alfo keep his coo- 
ples, liams, collars, traffics, boxes, and pots, with (alves 
andoyntments, for the cure of fuch infirmities as ffiali 
happen amongft them.,and all other necefiaries any way 
belonging unto his Office. In an other part of the court, 
and neereft unto the houfe, you ffiali place troughs and 
tubs, fome for their meate, and fome for fweet Water; 
all which muft be kept very neate and cleane; and Wa¬ 
ter muft by no meanes at any timebe wanting, yet oft 
renued; and the veflels fcoured for fweetnefie (ake .* for 
the tiuntfman ought to hold it for a Rule, that nothing 
bringeth more health then cleannefle. Into this l^emeUf 
youffiallbynomeanes brmg at any time Carrion, be- 
caule it will make the place unlavory, and unfit for any 
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inanofworthtolookeinto, and lure it ougnttobeea 
place fit fqr every worthy eye. 

Now your Ksnnell being thus orderly, and well Of feeding of 
Prepared , it is meete that I (hew what meate is 
meeteft for Hounds^ how it lhall be prepared, and how 
they (hall be fed : firft, then intendingthat I only fpeake 
of hunting-aontidf, that is to fay which arein 

continuallufeand aftion, you lhall underftand that in 
their dayes of reft, the ftrongett and luftiellmeateyou 
can give them both for rayfing them up when they are 
low hunted, or for keeping them in ftrength when they 
have luft within them, is either horfe-flelh newly flaine, * 

and warme at the feeding, the intralls and garbage of 
Beafts Clungs onely excepted) or the heads, plucks, and 
bowels of Iheepe, or generally any carrion which is not 
old,nor cold after the death. To feed them forperfeft- 
nesofH««//»^, and to keep their fents fine, pure, and 
cleane, or to purge the ftenchofthe carrion out of their 
nofeSjthat thereby they may undergoe their worke with 
more cunning,the beft food is to give them Mang, made 
either of ground Oates, Barley Meale Branne,tirmil- 
duft well fcalded and boyled together, oranyofthefe 
two mixt together and fcalded with beefe broath, or a- 
ny other broath,in which flelh hath beene fodden, fo as 
it be notto extreme fair. 

Now for the ufe and manner of feeding with thefe 
meats fas I laid before^ horfe-flelh, garbage, and other 
carrion, is onely to breed ftrength, and luft in a 
and is to be given onely when a Hound refteth; becaufe 
the ftrength and fmell of the fame will fo cloy and ftop 
the/wKwdr noftrils that he can hardly diftinguilh or un- 
dertakeany finer fent, and fo breed much hindrance to 
his hunting: Therefore you ought ever to feed your 
C h bounds' 
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HoKBiZ/atleaftthedgy beforeyo^il^at5 if not more, 
vvithfweetnieate. 

l> 5 ow for the manner of feeding with horfe-flcfb, or 
any other caff ion, you {hall be fare to have it a good di. 
ftance trom your t^nnell, and fo at> it may be no annoy¬ 
ance eicher tp your qwne neighbours or travajlers in the 
high Way; then firft before your Bounds touch it, with 
ypuknifetakeoffthe&ii). then openthebody, takeout 
the bowels and rip theuis then if the body be more then 
either your heutids can, or muft tiate, take off a Legge, or 
a {heulder, qr fuch part as you tbinke fitted to preierve, 

• and lay it by, then let your Bounds feed on the reft, till 
their bodies be wel filled: which doDe,draw your hounds 
hpme, and upon {brae ftang for the purpofe, carry with 
you that which you faved j which as fodne as you have 
ftut up your hounds (hall beafe-to the River or frelb 
Water, and jay in the fame until! you have occafion to 
uie it •• for it will keeps it fweet a weeke or more at leaft, 
if need require, 

Now for feeding with Mang, or fweet meat, it would 
ever be done the day before you hunt, and as it is to be 
prepared in the Renn^k fo you ftiall let them eate it in 
troughs,within the Keonelkfor that wil make them take 
delight in the place, and this Mang muft ever beegi- 
ven warms, and made (bmewhat thick, and ifyou white 
it over with Milke, or butter-milke, and if you caft into 
it chippings,crufts of bread, boneSjbroken meat,'or fera- 
pingsof trenchers, it willbe better, and they will eate it 
with more greedinefle. 

Mesteforfeke Ifyou have that are poorc, weake, orfickly, 

which you would fuddainly recover & bring unto hun- 
ting: Then if you take (heepes heads woole and alfand 
hacke, hew:, and brmfe them in many peeces; then boile 

them 




I Booki Countrey Contentments • 19 

them with oatemeale,and penny-royal^and make ftrong 
pottage of the (ame, and give altogether warme to your 
ficke WK»^r,aiidit willfuddainely recouer thenyfonce 
in a Weeke alfo, you give them a full meale of warme 
horfe-felh, it is very foveraigne. 

Now for the beft times of feeding,it is held amongft Bea houtes of 
allourbeftexpericnct Huntfmm^ to be in the dayts of 
reft earely in the morning before Sunne rife, and in the 
evening at Sunne fet ^ But in the day es of Hunting^ you 
fliall let them goe falling out of the Kenndl , and flede 
them as foone as you come home to the Kenndl, or be¬ 
fore in your way homeward, if you have any Horfe- 
flefh,or other Carrion readily provided: otherwife with 
fuch meat as you have, fo it will fill their bellies, fora 
hound by no meanes would bee pinched of his belly after 
his labour, and therefore be fure if your meat be corfe 
to fill'hisguts well, if itbe fweet, ftrong,and comforta¬ 
ble, then leffe will fervehims 

And here I thinkeitomeettofpeakeofa convenient Apropoftion 
proportion of Food,forthemaintenanGeofaife»«e//of 
goodUtmndt : Wherein; ypu'fliallunderftand that three 
Bulhels of Oates j or Barley meale, with halfefo much 
branneor Milduft, is i-fttweekely proportion tokeepe 
nineorten coupleofAflRwt/rywithialittle helpe of horfe- 
fle(b,iftheift»ryto»'be3nyfgoodhusbandi and> paine- 
fall as he ought to be in finding out Hcrfes,fcraps,crufts, 
and bones, which almoft'abourfd in every mans houfe 
of any worth or recRoningrandby imployingthat which 
is faved in the dayes of labourtoincreafe the proportion 
when need fhall require; Many much large quantities I 
haveknowne, and-.doeknowallowedacthisday in di¬ 
vers places: bmt l haveheldiitabufetotheMafter, and 
either a covetoufaeffe or negligence in the Bnnifman, 
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by whofeunskilfullgreedinefl'e, I have fcen many ty¬ 
red out of their pleafures: Therefore beeahured this 
quantity already named will fully fuffice^ nay, even to 
pleafe a moft wanton curiofity,and fuiel y much lelie ifa 
paineful have the government.- fori (hall ne¬ 

ver fee fairer, or better keptthen I havefeene 
maintained with halfe this proportion 3 but as I would 
not be toolavifh in my direftions, fol would much leffe 
be too ftrait handed^ hoping that every man of honefty 
and truft will order his affaires with difcretion. 

Ordering of Now for the ordering of your hounds after they have 
done hunting, you lhall if you feed them abroad , or 
otherwife as foone as you bring them into the iCcwwe//, 
walh all their feete either with a little warme butter and 
beere,Beefebroth,or water wherein Mallovpes and wer- 
f/ej have bceneboyledfoft and tender, you (hall picke 
every dey, and fearch the foot for thornes, ftubs, or any 
other prickings^ you (hall looke that the ftraw whereon 
they lye,be fweet and frefh; and if it be in the ftrength of 
winterjafterthey are fed, you lhall fuffer them for an 
houre or two to beake and ftretch themfelvesbefore the 
fire, ere they gbe to lye downe for all night, and by no 
meanes trouble them as long as they licke, picke, or trim 
themfelves^ but that once finifhed, you ftiall force them 
from the fire, and make them find out theirLodgings. 

Chap. 2. 

1 he curing of all manner of infirmities in 
Hounds. 

J*^Ext unto thefe precepts, it is tneete you be Ikilfull in 
^ caring ofall thedileafes in hounds^ ofwhich as there 
bemanv , foheereyou (hall partake many rules for the 
fame, both perfeft, and excellently approved by late 
experience,. 
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experience. And firft of all in as much as it is an infirmity 
of all other moft generall5naturall,& as it were not to be 
divided from dogt : I will begin with the killing offleas 
andlice,8cfuchlikevermineinff(?««fil/j which proceeds 
from filthy keeping,rotten and moift lodging, and want ^ 
offhiftingof ftraw when itgrowsftiortby much lying 
on: if then yom Hound be troubled with fleas or lice, 
you flial take Rue or Herb of grace foure or five hand- 
full, and boyle it in a gallon of running water till a pot- 
tie bee full confirmed, then ftraine it through a corfe 
cloth, and put to it two ounces of ftrong Stavefaker bea¬ 
ten to powder,and being warme,bath your Hound there¬ 
with, and it will deftroy them. 

If yo\ix: Hound be troubled with wormes, which is veiy jo jjin 
general amongft them,elpecially the young hounds 
you (hall take a pint of new milke 8c mixe it with a good 
quantity of Brimftone, and fo give it luke-warme unto 
the Houndj and it will not onely Icowre away all manner 
of wormes, but all other filthineffe bred in the body of 
a Hound, either by labour or furfet. 

IfyourUo^gehavebeenbitten by either Snake, Ad- Birmgwirhve- 
der, oranyothervenemous thing, takethe herb Cala- ''■emous beaiis. 
mint, and beate it in a morter,with Turpentineand yel¬ 
low waxe till it come to a falve, andthen applyittothe 
fore and it will heale it; Alfo if you boile the herb in 
milke, andgivetheDoggeittodrinke, it will expell all 
inward poyfon. 

If yonr Hound have been bitten with another madde » 

which is a difeafe exceeding dangerous and mor- 
tall, you (hall prefently wafh the place fo bitten with Sea 
Water, ora very ftrong brine, and it willfaveandcure 
him, or elfe take the herb called Tarroto, and beate a 
handfull thereof in a morter, with a handfull of wheate, 

C 3 till 
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till it come to a falve, 8c then ky it to the forehand it will 
heale it,and if you poure into his ftomacke as much Ale. 
t/:r/c/^feasahafell nut, difolved infvveetwine, and it 
will wonderfully fcoureand preferve him from the in- 
feftion of the iiiward poifon. 

ofa roadc’e infirmity of madneffe it felfe in Dog.r^ is common 

f 02 and the and oft to be feen , and though it be altogether incura- 

ble, yet if a man be experienced in the firft fignes or cha- 
radlers of madneffe, he may prevent divers mifchiefes 
and mofrmortall evils, which infue for want of fuch 
knowledge, and albe he lofe one yet he may 

lave all the reft: the firft fignes therefore to know when 
aPo^gcisehtringintothisdifeafc , is a melancholy fe- 
parating himfelfe from other Dodger, and walkingup 
■ and downe alone, oft calling up his head into the wind, 
and looking upward, his taile at the fetting on rifing up¬ 
ward,and the reft hanging downe, his mouth will foame 
and be ful of Haver or white froth, as he runneth up and 
downe hewill haftily fnatch at every thing that he mee- 
teth with, yet, but onely give one fnatch and away, his 
eyes will be red and rtiore fiery then other and 

his breath w'ill be ftrong and of a filthy favour, any of 
thefe fignes when you ff all perceive,’ you fhall prefently 
feparate him from other Dogges and kill him, for unto 
the difeafe is no cure. 

Ofgaulmg. If your bee gauld, or his Ikinnetorneinany.: 

part, you Ihall onely take May butter, yellow waxe, and 
a little unlleakt lime beaten together likeafalve, and 
therewith annoint the lore place, and it is a prefent cure. 

Of 2 tertcf . If your Hound fas they are much incident thereunto) 

have upon him any tetter or dry fcab, you (hall take of 
b]ackeinke,theiuice ofmints,andvinegar,ofeachalike 
quantity, and mixethem together with the powder of 
brimftone 



iBook. Comtrey Contentments. 25 

bnniftouetillicbethickelike alalve, and then annoint 
the tetter therewith till it bleed, and it will foonc kill 

and cure it. 

If your be troubled with the itch,you shall take ^ 

nerve-oyleandbeat itwithquickefilvertiithequickOl- ' " 
ver be kiid,and the falve turned to a pale yellow colour: 
then with the fameannointthebeforeagcod fire, 
and chafe it well againft the haire ^ and it will cure 
him. 

But ifyourH(?/r«^/be troubled with the fcabborman- Of 
gy, then you shall take a pennyworth or two of the bell: 
gunpowder you can buy,and mixing it with very ftrong 
wine vinegar, make it thick like puddle: then with the 
fame annoint all the places where he fcratcheth till they 
bleed ,and it, will kill themangie^ there be others which 
ufetocaft their into the Lime-pits of Tanners or 
Clovers,and force them to fwim up and downe the fame 
and it will kill the mangie, yet there mull; be a great care 
taken in putting the in, left doing it rashly, the 

Lime water get into their eies, which is very dangerous 
and will hazard their burning out. 

Ifyour/joKWi^shallreceiveany wound, whetheritbe otuouncis- 
with shaipe or blunt weapon, oranyaccidentwhatfoe- 
ver, although his owne tongue be a foveraine falve, yet 
ifitbeinany part, where either hee can or cannot lidte 
it,the beft cure is to wash it with warme butter and vine¬ 
gar mixt together,and then anoint it with a little Venice 
turpentine^ but if it beea hollow wound, andmuftof 
force be tented, then you shall either tent it with fweet 
butter & oatmeale, wrought together to a falvCjOr with 
yellow w'axe and Deere-fuet^ there be Ibme that will 
ufe for a tent a fmall candles end, and it is very good 
if the tallow be fv/eet^ but if it ^ee putrified, 

C 4 then 
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then it will poyfon and corrupt the wound. 

Oi a can^Ter in if yout hoHftd be troubled With a canker in his earcs, 

*e eare. which is a gricfc much incident unto them; you fhall firft 
tent the hole if you find any, with dry corke, and after 
wafh the fore with vinegar and Allome, mixt together, 
till the fiefh lookeraw, and after drie it with burnt Al¬ 
lome onely. 

Of fwbiiriog. If yourHb««^/be furbaited, yoa (hall wafh his feete 
with butter and beere boiled together, and then bind to 
the foies ofhisfeete young red nettles chopt veryfmall, 
or beaten in a morter till they come to a falve. 

For any manner of brufe W'hich (hall happen to your 
Hound, either by rufh, fpurnejftrokeorotherwife, if 
it appeare and fvvell outwardly, you (hall bath the 
place,with chicke-weed, and groundfal boiled in (trong 
Ale dregs till they be foft, and will allay thefwelling; 
but if thebrufebeinward, then you (hall with a home 
give the^ffl^^eapintofnewmilke, and a quarter of an 
ounce of-S'perffw Cief<c well mixt together, or for want 
of Syerma. double fo much ftone pitch beaten to 

fine powder. 

. Ifyour be troubled with the (lone or other fil- 

"thy matter, which maketh him that he cannot piflTe, you 
(hall take the feeds of the herb Gramm folis^ or Gremd, 
and brufing themjgive them to the Hound in halfe a pint 
of white wine. 

fot coftivnefc yo\ix(Hound as it is very natorall todogges) be fo co. 

(live that he can by no meanes (kummer, you (hall firft 
take a peece of a tallow candle, about three fingers in 
length, and thruft it a good way into the tuelf of the 
H!7 b« 4 and then hold downe his tayle hard a quarter of 
an houre or more, and then give it liberty, and when he 
hath emptied his belly, you (hall give him todrinke five 

or 
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orfixefpoonefollofSalletoyle, and will clenfe him fuf- 
ficiently. 

if your Hflww^ibctronbled with anydifeafeinhis 
whether itbcacontinuall running, or any other impo-'”' 
ftumation, you {hall take verdiuyce and chervile water, 
andmix them together, and each morning and evening, 
drop a fpoonefull or two thereof into the c/o^gereares, 
and you (hall finde it a prefent remedy. 

If your dogge at anytime be troubled with fore eyes, For fore eyes, 
of what nature or quality foever the griefe be, you lhall 
takealeafe or two of ground ivie, and chewing it well 
in your mouth, and fucking out the juyce fpit the fame 
into the dogges eyes morning and evening, and it will 
cure them^ This ground ivie is a little round rough jag¬ 
ged leafej and growes in the bottome of hedges. 

If your Hound (hall happen to breake a legge or any f o, brokeo 
other bone, you fhallfirftwithyourhandplaceitirihis**"”- 
true place, and fee that it ftandftraight and even, then 
bath it in the warm oy le of fwallows,or the oyle of man- 
drag apples, and wrappeitabout two or three times, in 
a fcarecloth made ofyellow wax and Deere fuet,which 
done fplent it with flat fplents of wood, and foroleit 
withaftrongroler, and let itforeffninedayesatleafr, 
before you unfplent it, but removenotthe fearecloth 
for fifteene dayes, and you (hall fee the bone willknit 
ftrpngly and firmely. 

Of the breeding of all 
'ner of Bounds. 

H Aving thus pafled over the ele&ionof hounds^com~ 
pofition of Kewwe/r,dieting, 8c curing of all forts of 
difeafes Ihold itmeeteft now to follow with fofflefhort 

precepts the breeding of Homds, becaufe it is hxce&. 

■ 



26 _ Comtrey: i 

dmghard,for any man.tohavea of homds ftpai 
gift or purchace vvithcut much imperfedtiontfof though 
one Friend give you a^ood/jer/W 5 another fell you a 
good/wK^d, yet how their goodnelies will agree when 
they run together, is very difputable^ and truely unlefle 
5 our homds have one fpt ed, one tunablenefle ofvpyce, 
and one manner of huntitig^ycnT pafticne w ill bee much 
diierderly, which there is no way to get fo eafily and 
HoTinc!i!m!A ' trul5',asby thebreedkigofyout/w/Wr, foroneandthe 
I'ncetnei-o- lamebirfh produceth oneand the fame qualities, there- 
to re having a boiifid Sea bratch of that fize, voice,fpeed, 
fent, proportion,- and generall goodnefle which agreeth 
belt with your owne nature and condition, you shal put 
them together to ingender and breed, either in lanua- 
Tbe nioneihti }y^ Ftbruary^ or Miirch^. according as they shall grow 
tobreevtin. pjQud, for,thofe ate the three moft principal Imoneths 
in the yeare, for hounds, bitches,or bratches, to bee limed 
in, , not but that the may conceive and bring forth as 
good tvhdpes in ot her moneths; but becaufe there vi^ill 
be much Ioffe of time in the; entring of them, for if a 
brftchhelmediaJawuty, sheewill Whelpe her Litter 
in March,, and fo they will be ready to enter in the firft 
beginning of hunting-time ; if she be Limed in February 
sheewill whelpe in and if shee bee Limed in 

March, shee will whelpe in following, and in all 
thefethree Moneths there is not a dayesIoffe , for the 
entring of the whelpes, which is an cfpeciall caretdbe 
cbfervedofHuntfmen. . 

Vfider which Alfo if you shall let your hounds ingender in the three 
fignK to bread. shall not forget toobffrveas 

neerea§you can,. that when you put the dog and bitch 
firft together,; the Moone-bee either in the figne Aquaria 
usssr GemiHiy iQit it is herdamongftthebeftHuntfmen 
- , of 
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of this Laod5.that the wHdjies tvKich'are ihgendred un:.' 
der thofe two fighes', will never runne rriad^' and for the 
moftpart, the Litter will have at leaft double fo many 
dogge ivhelpes, as bitch rvhelpcs. When your bratch is 
neere whelping^or hath v/helped; ’you ftiall feparateher rr*r ng of 
from otherand have a private 
wherefiiee may bee alone without company of other 
hounds you dial duely every night fee her kenneld^m 
thefame, that fire may take acquaintance and delight 
therin^and when you feed her particularly, you (hal feed 
her in that kgnnel^ that taking a love thereto, (he may not 
feeke out other unfit and unwholfome places to w>helpe 
in .-for where a firftwhelpeth her Litter, if they 

be removedjflie will not leave carrying her whelps up8c 
down,til (he have found the fame place again,or fome o ■ 
ther perhaps more unfit then the former, and fuch carri¬ 
age of whelps by the Dam is very ill arid dangerous.- this 
kennel where your whelps fhal remaine, (hal not be kept 
clofe, but open, that the bratch may have liberty togoe 
up'arid downe after twenty foure houres fpace, which 
timefhefhallbe kept very well, clofe, and w^^rmej that 
file mayperforme the natural office of a Damme to’her. 
whelps, ■ . . ' ' 

You fhalf notffiuffer your Whelps to fucke above When toucan 
twomonethsatthemoff, but then you fhall Weane 
them, and if the houfe you keep be of grea’t-receite,- and 
mariy Servants, youshalllet your Cooke bring tip your 
whelps, and your Dairy-maide your fecond beft, and 
the reft you shall put forth amongft your Friends, or 
Tenants, according unto the . love youpofleffeinthe 
Country. ; ■ . . ’■ ■; ^ 

Now-when your-whelps are brought dp,yori shalnot When'to enter 
enter them irito before they'be at leafta year and Wheipes. 

, . - halfe 
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halfeolde, as) thus, if your Whelps where whelpt in 
March, then you (hall not enter them untill September 
come twelve moneths after: and if they were whelpt in 
April, then you (ball enter them in O^ober come 
twelve moneths after .* And fo forth, for the reft of the 
moneths. 

Howto er.rer Now for the manner of your entring of whelps, you 

\vhc!p5- (hal draw them abroad in the pleafanteft of the day,with 

the moft ftaunch and beft hunting hounds you have, lea¬ 
ving at home all babling and flying Curres, and if you 
can,youflial have your/j4re ready fet before you come, 
(for the hare is the principall chafe you can enter whelps 
upon) and then putting her from her forme, and view¬ 
ing perfeftly which way ftie taketh, after the fent is a lit¬ 
tle cooled,lay ony our hounds, and give them all the adt- 
vantages you can for the hunting of her, ashy winde, 
view ^hallow, or pricking her paflage,. and if they (hall 
chance to kill her, you (hall immediately take her from 
the hounds, and not fuffer them to breake her, for it is an 
evillcuftometbut your felfeftrippmg away the Ikinne, 
(hall cut her all to peeces^ and give every part of her to 
your young whelpes, which will breede in them great 
courage and delight in 

You (hal obferve in the entring of your young whelps, 
that they hunt faire and even, without advanta^, or 
of whdfes- fecking any way to gaine their owne eale, as by lying off 
from the (ait^ thwarting, or crofling when they are be¬ 
hind to get even with the formoft hounds : any of which 
when you (balfperceive,you (hall immediatly beat them 
in with your hunting-poale, and compell themtotakc 
the lent before them : ,alfo if any of them begiddyhea- 
ded,andoutof mettle will rua before the othtx hounds 
cleane the fent, in this cafe alfo you (hall beat them 

foiindly 
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foundly backe^and bring him back to the fent, and force 
him to take it with the reft of the Rennell. Alfo if any 
young hound will not ftrike upon a default, but run bab- 
ling away without the fent, drawing away the reft of the 
Kinncll to follow him, in this cafe alfo you ftiall fcourge 
hiiiibacke, and compell him to ftand and labour upon 
the default, till fome of the elderundertake it, 
then you fhall cherifh all,both with home and voyce int o 
the Chafe. 

Lnftly,ifyoufindethatany of youryoung Whelpes 
truftmoretohisownefent, then to the reft of his fel- 
lowcs, and fo by that meaneshuntethatIcafttwenty 
fco'e fometimes b :hind the reft, making hisdefaultsby 
hisownenofe,and not their owneleading, yethunteth ' 
very juft and true: In this cafe you ftiall by no meanes o- 
vergoe, or over ride the Whelpe, but give him all com- 
tofrand encouragement you can, and let him take his. 
owne time and leifure,for ufe and experience wil quick- 
ly make him ftsilfull, and thelkill will foonecarry him 
up, amongfthisfellowes, where he will foone become 
a principall Leader: and thus much fovMounds^ and the 
compofition of Kennels, 

C H A p. 4. . 

of all the fevcrall Chafesrphieh Bounds are to 
bunt. 

■T Hete hatl i already (by many well experienced men) 

^ bin fo much written of this Subjeft, that I know not 
well what to write, except I fhould in fome fort repeate 
another mans tale: from'which lam fo far different (ha¬ 
ving vowed tomyfelfe, by no meanes to meddle with 
any thing formerly written) that the ffriffeft examiner 
whatfoever, fhall not find me guilty of the leaftblemifh 
therein. 
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therein, yetfince I oauft necdrarily in this eafe Write 
fomethjng, I will as.briefly as I can fet do wne fome ma¬ 
terial! and 4>ccial notes, andforthemaineSubftance, if 
they defirea long continued circnmftancfi (though this 
is.fuificient for any unde.rftanding wit) referrethemun- 
co old Trtjirsm Eooke, tranflated by Mr. Jurbervile^ 
and fuch other Bookes, w here they may find compleate 
fatisfa.ftion. 

To fpeake then firft of the Stag^e^ which is the moft 
Sd his proiS Princely and royall Chafe of all Chafes, and for whom 
^ ^ indeede, this Art.of was firft found out, and 

invented, he is of all Beafts the goodlieft, ftatelieft, and 
' moft manly, and for the ufe of Man the fulleft both of 
outward and in ward profit, as in hisflefli forthenou. 
rifhment of mans body, and in. hjs other membersfot 
helpes.in phyficke^ astheboneui his hearr, which is.So- 
verai^iefoEall inward faint ficfcneffes, for poyfon, the 
Plagu^bandrhardTravAileia Womens his blood excelu 

lentforaHkind.of Flux^ and to maketheikia white 
juidfijiQOthj hispizeligood for the Cboljcke andbloo?* 
dy fluxes H,isfloroea.rooft.Soyeraigne Cordiall againft 
venome; bis Suet good for fwellings. Gouts, and-Hn- 
mors^andhisfkinne, which is ever a during and Gen¬ 
tlemanly cloathing : and of Stagges, the oldeft and 
greateftisithe-beft; 

to krxBv The perfeft fignes to know an old SUgge by, are 
sn Old Sngge- thefe'^ ifwhe&y eu take his view, upon the grountCyou 
feehehaith a largefoqt^a thicke bee!.ei and a deep prin- 
tmg, ®ope&cleft,aijd^'long:rpace, thenbeaffuredhe 
ixpld!&,.elfbij?his;legg&belong, and,hishonethicke, it 
fhgW;es,a^5.b^des.y.cM4r old-■y/^.gdoeth'not over-reach 
when your yGJitJgerEJeeredoth, alfo yottlhalknowhis 
age^hkosdiiJ^, as.thns^if itbeprintedfas it will bee 

from 
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from luly to or writhen round, or flat, or broad, 

as it will be in/« k« 5 and therewithal be grofleandfatty, 
then he is an old Stag,butifcontrarily fmal and dry,then 
he is but a young Dcere^agaiae,you (hal know his age by 
the tines of the homes, for if he have ten, twelve or four- 
teene tines, heeisaDeereofreafonable age, but if the 
beanie be thick,and great, then he is an old Deere, fo if 
hecarry but fome fixe or eight tines, and a fmall beame, 
thenheisayoi .ngDeere, and not above three or fours 
yearesoldjforthered Deere is faid the firft year to have 
no head,the fecond but only daggers,and the third tines. 

Stags yeirely caft their heads in March^ -April, May, 
orlK«e,andinnoothermonths,according tothegood- Heads!* 
nolle of the foile wherein they feede, for the richeft 
groundbeatethevertheearliefl: Deere, and a Deere is 
nevcrfaidtobeinfeafon, nor may he by good rule bee 
hunted till he havecaft his head. 

The principalkft quality io a Huntfman htoknow How to finde r 
how and where to find a Deere, for if he be ignorant in 
their haunts, he may wander long, & lofemuchlabour. 

Therfore he (hal kno w that a red Deere naturally haun- 
tethin amongft Furres, Winnes, or thicke 

IhrubsjTnJJefczw^eramongft thick and ftrcmg, woodsy In 
Ltmary'm Corne-field&of Wheat and Rie ‘ylnFehrua^ 
ry and March young and thick bullies yla April 

and May in Coppifes and Springsy ln /0»e and luly in 
outwoods, and purkws which are neereft unto greene 
Come 5 and in September and oBober^ after the firli 
Ihowers of raine. they go to Rut. 

Now when the Buntfntan will at any time fearch any 
ofthefe places to finde his game, he muftbe earefullby 
no meanes to go downe,but up thewinde,, fora Deere is 
of moft dainty lent, and upon thelcafilfeuk wit fly and 

leave 
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leave his feed : therefore he muft come charily and clofe. 
ly, with a quicke eare, and a ready eye. 

Now for the heft time to finde out your Game, is 
early, before Sunne rife, at which time the Deere go, 
eth to his food; from whence you fhall watch unto his 
Ltire, and having lodged hiin^ you may returne home 
and prepare all things for the dayes huntingfor be affu, 
red, except violently compeld, he will not ftiire until! 
Evening. 

ThsHimiing Novvforthemauer of hishunting: you (hall fiift call: 

of ihe Sragge. pfpfinders, nc'erehis placeof lodging,Sc after they 
have hunted him about a ring or two, you fhall caftin 
the reft of your hounds^ and being in full cry and maine 
chafe, you fhall give him comfort both with Horne and , 
Voyce, thenasfooneasyoucan poflibly, you fhall get j 
fight of the Deere, and take what.efpeciall nottsor 
markes you can from him, fothatasmuchasispofTible 
you may know him from any other Deere, then at every 
defau!t,as foone as the hounds are in cry againe, you fhall 
make into the hunted Deere and viewe him, and if you 
finde it to be a frefh Deere, you fhall rate the Dogs, and 
bring them backe to the default, and there make them 
caft about againe, untill they have uridertaken the firft 
hunted Deere, then give them comfort by hollowing 
and Gibelts, and fo continue the chafe till you have eh 
ther fet up the Deere or flaine him,ever and anon having 
a watchfull eye unto change, for it is the nature of a 
Deere, when he is once imboft, or weary, to feek where 
he may find another Deere, and to beate him up and lay 
himfelfe downe in his place. 

To know when Toknow whenaStaggeis weary, you fhall fee him 

iSngiswvary thatis, foamingand flavering about the mourh 

with a tbicke white froth,his haire will looke blacke,fhi- 

ning 
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ningand foule with fweat,and he will tappilh oft, that 
is, he will ever and anon be lying down and lurking in 
darke holes and corners, and for his lafi: Refuge be will 
betake himfelfe to the foile, which is,he will leape(if he 
can)into rivers,ponds,or other water, out of which you 
Ml force him either by art or ftrengthrAnd thusmuch 
for the Chafe or hunting of the Stagge. 

Now for the Hunting of theBucke •• fbrafinuch 
they are moft ufually kept in Parkes, & that every K ee- 
perjwhichis worthy to bea Keeper,may foonerfrom his 
own experience then from any Reading, get the experi¬ 
ence of the ground he tendeth,and fith he is bound both 
by the La wes of Huntfmen and good manners to give 
every man contentmentthatis priviledged to hunt in 
his ground : And fith whofoever can hunt a Stagge well, 
cannot hunt a Bucke ill, the red Deere being ever far 
more curious to hunt, then the Fallow, I will not fpend 
any more time to write of it,but refer you to thofe Rules 
which are already Rehearfed. 

Touching the hunting of the Hiire, which is every ho- of *c Ha-c 
nelt manSjOnd good mans chafe,and which indeed is the 
freeftjreadieft, and moft indnring paftimCjand likewife 
in its own kind, full ofgood profit for mans Prefervati- profirs. 
on;Forthough tbebeaftbebut little, yetare the mem¬ 
bers worth in joy ment, as the flefii, which is good for all 
manner of Fluxes 5 the Braines good to make children 
breed their teeth with eafe^the vvooll excellent to ftencl t 
bloud,the Gall foveraign for fore eyes^thebloud which 
will kill Rhume,and wormes:; the ftiffling bone,which 
being worne,taketh away the paine of the Cramp, with 
tiany other good things ■ befides. 

Touchingthe hunting of the you are firft to re- . 

;ard the place of hunting, as whether it be in woods,or th^Haro 
D Champain; 
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champariej if in woods^youfiiall not caft offyour 
inthethickeftof the covert, but rather beat the bulk 
clofe, or (hr uby ground neate ad j oy ning to the covert: 
for though in the woods you may fooner find a ktre^ yet 
commonly you (ball finde fuch change therevvithallj 
that you fhall hardly bring any forth to weft your plea. 
fure,\vhere on the contrary parr, if you find any in tnofe 
neighbouring grounds, (he will prefently fly foorth into 
the champane : becaufe natura lly a hate will refufe the 
Where to find coveit, till (he begin to be weary ^ and a/wre being once 
Hares. heated ,is not fo eafily loft upon a frefli change, as when 

the fents are ofequall coolenes.lf you hunt in the cham. 
pane, you fhall firft beate thofe places which are moh 
likely, as where Gorfe or whinnes grow, or in grounds 
thatarefulloftufkesof rufhes, fhortlingge, bramble 
bufbes, or fuch liketor if the champane be more plaine 
and void of fuch places, then you fhall at the beginning 
oftheyearerepaire to the fhrubs, about Chriftmasto 
the faIlows,and in March to the green e Cornej for thofe 
The kr ■icdg ufuall haunts for the heft hares^ and in all 

of the Kres places you fhall regard the Forme, or Hares feate 

ftmie. we 31 ,and know whether it be old or new, as if the forme 
beplaineand fmoothwjthin,thepadde before it flat and 
wome, and the pricks fo new and eafie to bs feene that 
the earth appeare black, and as it were prefently bro- 
ken,then is the forme new, and if the Hounds call upon I 
itjthen' may you hunt from thence, and upon the trayk 
recover that Hare rbut if the forme looke old and rough 
withinand the padde it felfebenot fmooth,norany 
prickestobedifcernedthereiDjthenitfeold, and if the 
Hounds call upon it,y ou (hall rate them,fpr the fent is old 
and all the labour will be loft you fpend upon it. 

The next thing you obferve muft be theftifts and 
lleighti 
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fleights ot ihe Hare^ when Ihe is wearily hunted, as her 
dabblings and windings, and at every default give the jhe har es 
H(?K»djleafure enough and compaffe enough in theca- heights ami 
fling about of your rings for the unwinding of the famej 
then you (hall obferve her leapes and Ikippes before (he 
fquat,and beatallthofe places very curioufly which are 
likely to give her any harbour,and though the lofle fe^ 
never fo dangerous, yet not to be difcouraged but to 
continue your fearch , becaufe whenftiecommethto 
thofehard fliifts (heeis atthelaftcaft and cannot ftand 
long before the Hounds. Ma ly other cii cumftaniles there 
are, but they are fo generall known to almoft every man 
that any way affefteth this pieafure, that it is needieOTe 
to make further relation thereof^ and therefore I hold 
this fufEcient for the hunting of the Hdre. 

Now for the hunting of the Fox or Fadger , they are xhe hnntii^ of 
chafes of a great deale lefle ufe or cunning then any of the fox or 
the former,becaufe they areofmuch hotter fent, as be- 
ingintitled ftinking fonts &not fweetfonts,and indeed 
very few but will hunt themwithallegerneffe^ 
therefore! wSl not ftand muchuponthem, butadvife 
you to refpeft well their haunts and coverts,which com¬ 
monly is in woods and bulhy places, and to take know¬ 
ledge of their earths,and Kennels,and as neereas you can 
when y ou goe about to hunt them,to flop up their Ken¬ 
nels, and keepe them out that fling foorth,they may be 
thefoonerbroughttotheirdeftrudion ^thechafois pro- 
fitableand pleafont for the time, infomuch as there arc 
not fo many defaults,but a con tinning fpdrt, yet not fo 
much defired as the reft,becaufe there is not fo much trt 
and cunning, and thus much for chafes,and the generall 
ufe of all kind of Hunting. 

i he end of Hunting, 
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Chap. 5. 

of the Havoking with all forts of Hawkes, and 
the whole Art thereof 

H F your Englifli Husband-man fliall for 
his Recreation j chufe the pleafureof 
Hawking, which is a moft Princely and 
ferious delight ^ he (hall undei ftand that 
I all Hawkes are divided into two kinds, 
the long v/inged Ha w ke, and the ftiort : 
the long winged Hawkes which are meete fox our Hus¬ 
bandmans Recreation, areiheFaulcon-gentle^ and her 
Tercel l-^the Cerfanlcon andherGe«47«,the.yi24ex,the Lan- 
»er,the Barbary Faulcon-^the Merlin^ and the Hobby : and 
the fliOrt-winged Harrises are the Gqfiawke , the Tercell 
o^theGofiaw^yheSparrowharok^and theMusket. 

The Faulcon gentle^ whiu^is the principle of 
may be made either for the field or river,& wil fly either 
at the Partridge or at theMallardjthe Gerfaulcon will fly 
at the Herron3 the Sak^r at the Crane or Bitter^the tan- 
The 8ght of tier wil flie at the Partridge,Pheafant,or ChoflejtheB^r- 
bary.fanlcon at the Partridge onely , the Merlin- and the 
Hobby at the Partridge,Larke, orany fmall bird whatfo- 
ever .-the GoJha.wk.pxTercell oi^ofhawkat the Partridge, 
Pheafant, or Hare 5 the sparrow-hawke at the Paitridge 
or Black birdj and the Musket at the Bufh onely,and all 
thefe Hawkes are hardy,nieeke,and loving to the man» 
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All Hawkes generally are manned after one manner, manning 
that is to fay,by watching and keeping them from fleep, of Hawkw. 
by a continuall carrying of them upon your fift, and by 

the Wing of a dead Foule or fuch like, and by often ga¬ 
zing and looking of them in the face, with a loving and 
gentle Countenance, and fo making tliem acquainted 
with the man- 

After your Hawks are manned, you lhall bring them of Luring 
to the Lure by eafie degrees,as firft making them jumpe Hawkes. 
unto the fift,after fall upon the Lure, then come to the 
voyce^and laftlyjto know the voyce and Lure fo perfect¬ 
ly,that either upon the found of the one, or fight ofthe 
other, (he will prefently come in and be moft obedient, 
which may eafily be performed, by giving her reward 
when (he doth yourpleafure, and making her fall when 
Ihe difobeyeth: Ihort wing’d hawks lhall be called to the 
fift onl y, and not to the Lurejneither lhall you ufe unto 
them the loudneffe and variety of voyce, which you do 
to the long- winged hawks, but onely bring them to the 
fift by chirping your lips togcther,or elfe by the whiftle: 

And in this manner of Luring and calling of hawkes, 

( for fliort-winged hawks are layd to be called and not 
Lured) you lhall fpecially acquaint your Hawke with 
three things : Firft bouldnefl'e and acquaintance with 
Men, Dogges, and Horles; then that Ihe be eager and 
ftiarpe fet before the Lure be lhewedher,knowingboth 
the morning and evening houres ofher luring^and laftly 
to delight her the more with the Lure, to have it ever 
garnilhed on both fides with warme andbloudy meate. 

When your Hawkes are throughly manned and lu¬ 
red , andarecometoheightofflelhandgoodluft,you . 

lhall thenfpie outa faireday when the weather & 
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is moft temperate , and carry your Hawke to fome faire 
little,(hallow,fandy, running Brook, or Rundle where 
tie water is quiet and ftill, and where your Hawke may 
ftand upto the mid thigh therein,and having prickt her 
down and made her faft hard by the verdge thereof, 
you {hall take offher hood and go a little way from her, 
and fee where ffie will bath therein; but if you finde her 
fearfiill of the water,you (ball with a little fticke paddle 
in the water a while before her, and then depart from 
her againe, and let her then bath therein as long as (hee 
pleafeth:this done, youfliall take her upon your fifl: and 
give her a bit or two of meate, then hold her in the Siua, 
andletherpick,prune, and dry her felfe againe; ifyou 
cannot come to any River, Brook, or Rundle conveni¬ 
ently, then you (hall provide either a large bafon, or a 
broad {hallow tub, and in it let your Hawke bathe as oft 
as occafion {hall ferve,. for this bathing giveth a Hawke 
courage,bouldnelfe and a great appetie,and would com¬ 
monly ufed the day or morning before any princely 
flight : If it be in the winter that your Hawke bathetb, 
when no Sun {hineth , you may then dry her as well by 
the gentle aire of the fire as otherwife. 

• , To enfeame your Hawke, which is tocleanfeher 
giving from greafe,fat and glut which lieth inwardly in her bo; 
aid fcoiring. dy,and which you fhall know by her round thighes,' hie 
fle{h,and full mewtings; then when you feed her in the 
morning, give her a bit or two of hot meate, and the 
night following little or nothing, then morning and 
evening after feed her upon the flelh of a Rooke wafht 
in two waters, till you fede the pinions of her wings 
more tender then they were before,then give her calling 
according to her nature,as was before {hewed, and once 
iarwo or thrcedayes give her a Hennes neck well ;oyn* 
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ted and waflitin water,which will bythelharpnesther- 
of breake the kells and fijmes ot fat which are in her 
body 3 then everymoming youfliallgiveher aqiiicke 
traine Pidgerai, and keepe her fo long upon her wing 
that by her owne moderate exercife, (he may melt and 
dillolve the greafe that molefteth her, which after it is 
broken you may take away,by giving her three or foure 
pellets of the loote of Sellandihe, as bigge as garden 
peafe, well waftit and Icowred, andifyoufteepe thofe 
pellets in the firrup of Rofes the fcouring is much ftron- 
ger. 

When your Ha wke is manned, lured, and enfeamed, 
you lhall then bring her to her flight , which if it be at 
thePheafant or Partridge in woody and clofe grounds, Of ^ ^ 

then you lhall when you lure the Hawke, caftyourlure orPattridge. 
into fome low Tree or Bulb,that thereby you may bring 
her to take the Hand, which when Ihe doth you lhal then 
draw out your lure, and giving her notice thereof, make 
her ceazethereon, and ever feed her on the ground and 
under a bulb, the praftife whereof will bring her to de- _ 
light in theftandjand tomarkeall the advantages which 
(helhall get from thence, then bringing her to.either 
PheafantjorPartridgejmakeher fly at a young one fir ft, 
that being morefoolifti and eafierflain,lheinay take de¬ 
light in her conqueft. But if you fly anv long-winged 
Hawkein the champane, then you lhall by all meanes 
poffible keepe herfrom the ftand, and onely maintaine 
herupon her wing till you fpring the Partridge under- 
neathher, and then Hooping upon the advantage, the 
prey can hardly efcape her, yet for the more fure killing 
of the game and entring of young Hawkes,you fhall firft 
fpring the Partridge and markethem, then being come 
to the marke call off your Hawk, and when Ihe is gotten 
D 4 to 
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to die height ofhcr gate lay in your Spannelsj &thenrti 
mvingthePartridgeunderaeath her after the firft flight 
it is impoffible flie ftiould efcape. And in this fort you 
may fly all manner of long-wingedhawkes/oritisnot 
fo proper to fly them from the fift^although moftof out 
hx&Fhdcomrs now a dayes ufe it 5 but for your fhort- 
winged hawkes, you Ihall fly them from the fifl: onely: 
And therefore to make them hardy and valiant, you 
fiiall firft enter them at an old field Partridge, laid in a 
hole, and covered either with a fodde, board,, or hat, 
at which you Ihall faften a fmall Creance, and then 
uncoupling your Spannells 5 as they are ranging about 
fodainely, when your Hawkes head is towards the 
Partridge , plucke off the (bdde or hatte, and let the 
traine go,and the Hawke after it, which as Ibone as fhe 
hath flaine reward her very well, and thus doing twice 
or thriceyou may after venture to flieherat your plea- 
fure. 

offlyingat TomakeyourHawke fly at fowle, whichis called 

fouies. ^ flight at theR;iver,you fhal firft whiftle offan appro¬ 

ved well quarried Hawke that is a fure killer,and let her 
enew the foulefo long till (hee bring it to the plunge; 
thentakeherdownandrewardher, andfetherby, yet 
fo as you may have her ready to ufe at your pleafure: 
then whiftle offyour young hawke,8c when fhe isat the 
height of her gate, and that you have Ihewed her water 
divers times to mahe her the more inward,andby a gib¬ 
bet cal’d her in,when atany time ftiee hath looked out, 
Xhenbebg juftover the fowle, make in with all your 
<»mpany on every fide the River,. and fo lay forth the 
fovvIe,whidi ifyour Hawke ftoop,ftrikeand truffcjyou 
ihall |»efently make into her, andhelpeher, and then 
la-offiogthefouleswings^ or breaking them, let your 
hawke. 
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Hawke take her pleafure thereon, butiffhedoenotflajr 
thefouleatthe firft ftooping, then you lhalj give your 
Hawke pleafure to recover her gate againe, and then ia-y 
forth the foule as before, notleaving thus to do till you 
have landed it, and that the Hawke hath flaine it, and 
then reward her as before faid .• But if fuch a mifchiefe 
(hall fallout that thefoule do fcape and breake away 
then you (hall be fure to have a little Mallard ready in 
your bag, which you may call: forth, andfo reward 
your ha wke thereon. 

Ifyour long winked hawke flying at the River or in Heipes for 
champane fields ufe to take (land which is a foule fault, 

youihall firft by all meanes (hun fiyingneere Trees or andlrftof'ilK 

Covert: but if that do not fuffice,then you (hall have di- 

vers traines in divers mens hands: and when the hawke 

offers to go to the (land, let which is next her caft out 

his traine,and if (he kill itjreward her .-this doing once or 

twice will reclaime or nothing. 

If your hawke through pride of greafe or otherwife Againft &o- 
befrbwardandcoy, you (hall not when (he kils reward "wdnene. 
her as you were wont, but convaying fome other cold 
meat cunningly und^r herjlet her take her pleafure ther- 
on ; and ever with the meategive her fome feathers 
which may fcower her and make her to caft 5 for this 
will recover her ftomack, and make more carefull and 
diligent. 

Ifyour hawke be of a wilde and ftirring nature, and to make a 
will not looke inward towards the man with her head, hawkmward.- 
but rake and gafe after every check, neither refpedling 
whooping nor gibbeting, in this cafe you muft follow 
her and lure her back, and as fooneas (heturnethin 
her head, (how her the Lure, to which if (he ftoope,then 
prefenth" reward her, and thus do fo oft as (he rangeth 
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till (hebe brought unto that Loveto your voyc&andaf. 
feftion to the Lure, that (he will forget her other extra¬ 
vagant thoughts. 

To fccepe * When yout Hawke is brought toflietoanextraor, 

hi;\ kmV,iEh dicary high pitch, to maintaine and keepe herinthe 
fame manner of flying ftill, you lhall not flie her above 
one flight in the day at the moft, fornothing biingeth 
her down more then over Wearinefle: Alfo you lhall 
then not keepe too extreamea ftraighthandupon her, 
for the toomuchgreedinefleof the Quarry makes her 
flake her flying. Alfo you lhall not flye her upon Run. 
dies,or fmall brookes, but upon plalhes and broad Ri- 
vers, you (ball not fuffer her to flie too long, but after 
two or three ftoopings.and a crolDngjalthough Ihe mifle 
it, take her down with theLureortraine, and reward 
her, for this encouragement will maintaine her in her 
goodnelle. 

To bring Ifyour Hawke be high flying, yetfloathfulltogoto 

her Gatte,or elfe now and then Hooping before there be 
caufe,and fo lofing her Way, which many times hap, 
peneth when either the Hawke is kept too Iharpe, or 
flowne out ofher due time, any ofw'hich faukswhen 
you perceiye,you lhall then upon the doing thereof give 
her a dead Quarry, and then hood her up without Re¬ 
ward, and an houre or two after call her to the LurCjand 
feed her: andthusdoasoftaslheofFendeth3 yetforthe 
more fure prevention thereof, I would have every Faul- 
ci7«ertotry thenaturalldifpolitibn of his Hawke, and 
finde whether Iheflyeth better on a ftrait band, or an 
open,andwhether early orlate,and fo forth, and accor¬ 
ding to her own nature ever to keep her. 

Short winged Hawkes as GoJhavpl^f,Sc]sparron> hawks, 
will many times neither kill theirCame, nor flie their 

Came 
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Game to marke,but will give it over after a little flying, 

and (zsFatilcoaers terme it) turnetaileuntoitj which paaks in short 

when you fee, you fliall incourage your Dogges to hunt 

andcaftbeforeyourHawkeatra!nePartridge,as it were^^ij^ 

the Wild one,and make her ceaze it, and feed well upon 
it to incourage her the better ; and thus do twice, or, 
thrice,which if you fee it prevaile not, then efteeme her 
not,but make her away, for Ihe will hardly ever be Re¬ 
claimed. ,, „ , 

Hawkes that have never been acquainted with prey, 

will many times not fly at all ^ but taking a Tree, will fit 

and look after the game, which fault to amend,you fhali 
ever feed her upon quick Birds , and make herfoote 
them,and then going into the field, which is thampane 
andplaine, afteryou have Rid up and downe a pretty 
fpace with the Hawk unhooded, you lhall caufe one of 
your company to caft out a field Partridge before your 
Hawke: Then let her flie at it, and fo foone as Ihe hath 
footed it,let her feed thereon at her pleafure,and dothus 

threeorfburetimestillfhebewell in blood, and you 
fhall find her valiant quickly. , „ , 

If you hawkebe fofond of the man, that Ihe will not Tomwchfond- 
fliefromhim, butafteraftrokeortw'o, remtHetohim 
againe:you muft then but feldome be familiar with her, 
and let herrather feed her felfethenbefedbyyou, and 
as oft as fhe commeth fo unproperly unto you, you fhall 
give her no Reward,but when fhe forfaketh you and kil- 
leth the Game,then yon fhall well Reward her,and then 
make berboth familiar with Men,Dogges, and Horfes, 

fortotaketoyordifliketoanyofihem, isamifchiefea - 

great deale worfe then the former. 

To fpeake of the Mewing of long winged Hawkes, 

you fliall under ftand that Ihee may be fet downe,that is, 

^ mil- 
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. . put into the Mew about the middle ofat which 

time if you finde they have any lice you Iball pepper 
hiwfces. them, and put them into the Mew, which if it be 
a low place i^on the ground free from nolle, vermine, 
or any evill aire,then it is called mewing/ at the ftone or 
Mewing at the jf jn any high roome with open 

windowes towards the N(7rt/j, ot North-eaji ^ then it is 
called mewing at large : if you mew at the Itock, you 
fhali have a broad Table in the midft of the Roome, on 
which youmuft place land,gravell,ftones 3 lbds,and tubs 
forwater,andinthemidfl:ofthefe a free-ftone or block 
of two foote high,to which you lhall fallen your hawke 
withaturuellof iron, fo that at no time her leafe may 
be intaogled j this manner of mewing maybe in the 
Faulcoaers owne bed-chamber , or in any other lafe 
Roome at his pleafure, the bell meate in the Mew is any 
quick birds or foule, dogsflelh andfuch like: If you 
Mewing -St mewyourhawke at large you lhall put her lodfeinto 
isrge. the meWjhaving fundry pearches therin,fome high Ibme 

low for herule to lit on ^ and in this mew alfo yon 
lhall have fand,ftones,gravell, greene fods and water,all 
which you lhall renew as oft as neede doe require, and 
in the midft ofthem a block or two whereon to tie her 
meate,which meate lhall be the fame formerly fpoke of 
and given at certaine and due times, without faile or 
alteration. 

Mtwirg of If you intend to mew a Ihort winged hawke, as the 
fhoit-winged QoHiawke, orfuchlike, you lhall in iWi/rtA after you 
havefcowredherandmadehercleanefromlice, cutoff 
herl^e, andthrowherintotheMewIoofe, eitherina 
high roome or a low roome at your pleafure^let her per¬ 
ches belined wiAcanvaffe, or with woollen lifts forthe 
lafety ofher feet, let her have ftore of water for bathing 

and 
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andoftrenewedj andftoreofmeatej' as live Fidgeons, 
warme Mutton,warme Goate, orDogges-flefe, any of 
which will make her Mew quickl}'. 

Hawkes for the field, would be dra wne from the Mew 
in J7/Ke,and made ready io^\emAHguji ^ at which time 
Come is cut and the Game is lirong;and Hawkes for the 
River would be drawn in Augujiyns.t they may be ready 
to file in September. 

Hawkes have divers infirmities-and difeafes, asFea- 
vers,Palfey,Impofthumes 3 fore Eyes, and Nares, Me • 
grims,Pantas, calling her Gorge, fouleneffe of Gorge, 

Wormes, Fil landers, ill Liver, crGoute, Pinneinthe 
foot, breaking the pounce, Bones out of joynr. Bones 
broken, Bruifes, Lice, Colds, Frounce,Fiftulaes,Stone, 
much gaping, .morefoLindring, privy evill, taint in the 
Feathers, Ioffe of appetite, broken wind, blow on the 
Wing,w.ounds,rwellings,eating theirowne feet, taking 
up of veines in HawkeSjCrampCjand a world of others .• 

All which forafmuch as I have fliewed theMedicines, 
and cures thereof in the former Treatifecalled c/jc^tpc 
mdgood^ I will referyouuntothefamejiand not doubt • 

but it will give you fatisfadfion. . , 

Chap. 6: 

of Courfng with Grey-honnds , and the ■ 

Excellencies of that fporti 

KJOw if the mind of our Husbandman benot fo gene ■ 
rally taken with thedelight & pleafure of this recre¬ 
ation of Hawking ^ . but that he preferreth before it the Of Courfing 
delight of Gourfing with Grey-hounds, which is a very 
nobleand worthy paftime, he fiiallinitobfervethefe 
fours things,., the of Grey-hounds, their shape_^ 

their 
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their dyet, and the Lawes belonging to the i^e. 
Breeding of Touching the breed of Greyhounds you are principal' 

(irc-j hounds- ly torefpeft the Countries in which they are bred, and 
nourilhcdj as that it be a champane plaine and without 
covert, where a Hare may ftand forth and indure a courfe 
of two miles or more, as it Q]allhappen(fur thecourfing 
ofthe Hdre is that which I purpofenioft toentreateof) 
becaufe in a clofe Country full of covert, where a. Hare 
cannot run above a quarter ofa mile or lefl'e, both the 
pleafure ofthe recreation is taken away, and the Gre;i' 
heund by an infufficient exercife is made unapt,and unfit 
for that for which he was created. 

Now of champane cohntriesjt hey are of three kinds, 
see. or vales, as are the vale of Belvoire , the va^e of 

white Horf the vale of Eajhan/, and fuch like,the high 
Dounes and Heaths,as about Salisbury^ C rjfeter. Lincoln, 
and many fuch like places,and the middle between both, 
as the County ofNorthantpton, and Leicejicr^and others 
ThebcftGrcy- like themAll which are very excellent places for the 
bounds. breeding and training up of the beft Greyhounds 5 yet of 

• the three, your vallies or middle foiles, which for the 
moft part are arable grounds, are much better to breed * 
and traine on, then your Dounes and Heathes, becaufe 
they are much more labourfome, rough, heavy, and in 
the winter feafon full of much trouble & falfe root-hold, 
in fo much that a Dogge which is able to run ftrongly, 
fwift!y,and furely there, muft neceflarily do it ten times 
better when he comes to the fmooth, pLi ine,and carpet 
like Doune: where on the contrary ,the Dogge which is 
trained upon thofe even Dounes,though he be right Fa¬ 
mous and excellent, when he comes to run in the deepe 
well plowed field, istofekewheretobeftowhisfeete, 
and can neither fiiew fpeed, cunning, nor indurance. 
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Now the Gentlemen which dwell on the Dounes and 
plain groundSjto maintaine the reputation of ilieir dogs Q,',._,,hoon<ii. 
affirme them to be much more nimble and cunning in 
turningjthen the vale dogs be^becaufe the fairenes of the 
Earth giving them fo much advantage over the Hare^ 
that having her even(a5 it were^in a manner under their 
feetjiheis putmoretoherlhiftSjand ftnves with greater 
artofikights to deceive,and get adt antageofthe Grey¬ 
hound ; And it is true, for by reafon of the advantage of 
their Hi!s, which are great and fteepe, though fmoorh 
and plaine, I have feene a vale Dog fo much deceived, 
that upon a turne, hee hath loft more ground then hath 
becnerecoverable,in the whole courfe after .-but this is 
no want of goodnefle but a little skill, which a inoneths 
courfing will bring a Dog fo fufficiently unt a, that hee 
will not need any other reformation then the knovviedg 
cfhiserrour,by hislofleofL-abour. So that I conclude 
the good Dog upon the deeps will ever beate the good 
Dogs on the plaine. 

It is an old #ceived opinion amongft many men of the Difference be- 
Leafhe, that the Grey-hound bitch, will ever beate the 
Grey-hound dbg, by reafon of her more nimblenefle, 
quicknefleandagillity : And itisfometimes feene that 
a perfeft good Bitch indeed,hath much advantage of an 
ordinary "Dog : but if the good Dog meete with the 
good Bitch, there is then no comparifon, butthe Dog 
will be her Mafter, in as much as heexceedeth her both 
in length and ftrength, the two maine belpes in cour¬ 
fing ; forhernimblenefTe istheano heipe, fithagood 
Dog in the turne will lofe as little ground, as any Bitch 
whatfoever. 

Yet thus much I would perfwade all Gentlemen of Dog, and Bit- 
the Leaflb to be very carefull in their brecdjng,to breede ^^eed. 

upon 
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upon the beflS/^c/jejthej' can provide, for it is found ib 
experience that thebeft Dog^e upon an indifterent Bitch 
wiilnotgetfogooda Wheipe, as an indifferent 
upon the beftS/tcA'r And amongft theie obfervationsin 
breeding Greyhounds-^ you fhall obferve to have your 
D^i^^e/andS/tr^'srofequall andindifferent ages, as a- 
bout three or foure years old at the moft 5 butineafeof 
need , your S/tr/j will indure a great deale longer then 
your Dogge, and to breed with a young Dogge on an old 
Bitch^may bring foorth an excel)ent/F/jr/pe. 

Touching the Grapes o^Grcjhounds^from whence you ' 
T!-, -f,,rc- o|-lhalitakethebeftColleftions for their goodnefle3)they 
GrqiwifiSs" arecertaine, and inoftinfallable;Therefore touching 
Greyhound r, when they are puppies or young whel pes, 
th ofe which are moft raw-bon’d,lean,loore made,fickle 
orcrooked houghtjOnd generally unknit in every mem¬ 
ber, are ever likely to make the beftDij^^ge/, and moft 
Iha pely: but fuch as in the firft three or foure monerhs, 
are rcund.and clofetruft, fat, ftraight,and as it were full 
fum’d and knit in every member, neverTroovegood, 
fwiftor comely. 

Now after your Z3(7^5ceomes to full growth, as at a 
yeare landa halfe,ortwoyearsold,hee would then have 
a fine ong leane head, with a (harpe nofe rufh-growne, 
from the Eye dotvnward : A full cleare eye with long 
Eyelids^a (harp Earefhort and clofefallingya long neck, 
a little ben-.dingj with a loofe hanging wezand ; a broad 
breaft,ftraH forelegs, fidehollow ribs,a ftraight, fquare 
and flat back,{hort and ftrong fillets, a broad fpacebe- 
tweenethe Hips, a ftrong ftearne or tayle,and a round 
foot, and good large clefts. Now for the better helpe of 
wour memory, I will give you an old Rime, left by our 
Fore*fathers, from which you (hall underftand the true 

fhapes 
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ftiapes of a perfeft Grey~lmnd , and this it is. 

IfyouwiUbavea good tike. 

Of which there are few like. 

He miji be headed like a Snake, 

Neckf like a Drake, 

Backf like a Beam, 

Sided like a Breame, 

Tailed like a Rat, 

And footed like a Cat. 

Thefe being theprincipall members of a good Grey- 
hound, ifthey referable the proportions of the things a- 
bove named, the dogge cannot chufe but be moft per- 
fea. 

when you have thus a perfect and well-shap’t Grey Dystting of 
honnd, your next rule is to apply your felfe to the dyet- ^eyhpvads 
ting and ordering ofhim, for the pleafure to which you 
keepehim,that bringing him totheuttermoft height or 
ftrength of winde, you may know the uttermoft good- 
nes that is within him,which diforderly and foule keep¬ 
ing will conceale, and you lofea Jewell for want of 
knowledge of the value. 

Dyetting then of confiftethinfouree- ofwhatdyet- 

fpeciallthingSjio 'mx.,fffode',exercife,a.yring,znAkennel‘ ing confifteth. 
/w^jthefirft nourishing thebody,the fecond the limbes, 
the third the wind,and the laft thefpirits. 

To fpeak then^ rft offbode it is two fold,either gene- 
rail,or particular; generall as for a continuall upholding 
and maintaining of a dog in good date of body,being in 
good plight and liking,or' particular, when a dog is ei¬ 
ther poor,fick,or prepared for vvager,ftarideth in neede 
ofparticular foods of advantage. ■ . 

E The 
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Of gcncraii The beft gencrall foods for the ordinary upholding of 

food- a dog in a good ftate of body is chippings, crufts of 
" bread, foft tender bones or OTflels .pfVea!e,Lambe,or 
luch like 5 firft: fcalded in beefe-broth not very fait,or o • 
ther broarhin which bath beeneboikd, Mutton,Veale, 
Venfon, or any kindeof Pullen, or for want thereof, 
other cleanefcalding water,, after your drippings or 
bread is fcalded you fhall let it ftand and coole, then 
when your feeding houre commeth, you fhall take as 
much good milk,flotten railke,or butter milke (but the 
beft is moft wholefome ) as will fully or more then whi. 
ten the fame, for it is to be intended that your water 
muft be all drunke up into your bread, and your milke 
-muft osely make it fwim,and with this feed your doggc 
morning & evening after you come from wdking him, 
and give him a good and fufficient meale thereof,for this 
will cnely maintaine and uphold him ingoodftateof 
body,being ftrongand lufty in flefh.before,. i 
Of p.:jcuir.r for particular food which is "when a doggeis.poore; 

fek or to be prepared for wadger they be thefe :Firft,if 
he bepoore in fle{h,(ickly or weake, the beft food you 
can raifehim up. vvitha.U is to take fheepes.heads wooll 
and all deanewalhtjand break.theniall to peeces, then 
■putthemin aCaulchron or Ketije, and a^fter the water 
hathrifen and is clean fkum’d,putUnto it good ftoreof 
Oat-meale and fweet pottherbs linallchopttogether 
and fo boileit til theflefh beteiSderjthed with this meat 


and tbepotcagefeedyburt?re^-/j<WB<iinprningancl eve- 
niDg,aiid it wiU foon put him into great Inft & ftrength : 
but if you will prepare him for match and wadger, thai 
ynn fhall make him this diet-bread, takea peckeofthe 
fineft & dricft Oat-meal, and two pecks of good wheat, 
and having ground tlieia together, boulf the meal tho^ 
rough 
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rougha fineboultingcloath,and then fcatteiingamcngi!: 
jta pritty quantity of Any-feed sand Licoraswel beaten 
together, knead it up with the whites of Egs, new Ale 
and barme mixt together,and fo bake it in pretty round 
loaves reafonable hard,with this bread either fcalded,as 
was before (hewed in yourchippings, orputintothe^<«'’5'‘of 
pottage with the Sheepes-headswarme, feed your dog 
morning and evening,to wit,halfe an houre after Sunne 
rife,and balfe an houre before Sun fet, when you come 
from walking or ^ring him, and it will bring him to 
exceeding great (trength of body, and purenefie of 
winde. 

For the exercifeof yeargreyhound^k conhfteth like- Of exeicifeby 
wife in two things,cour(ingand ay ring; and they be e- 
very way as necclTary as is food, Mcaufe it onely bring- 
eth ability to his limbes and perfitnefTe to his winde: 
tofpeakethen of courling,you (hall notfailetocourfe 
him at leaft twice a week: If your courfes be ftrong and 
long .-but thrice a week, if they be but reafonable as a 
mile or a mile and a halfe at moft, and fometimes if your 
courfes be (hort and under a mile. In courfing you (hall 
obferve t wo things blcud and labour bloud which is a 

harming and animating of your dogge to delight in the 
pleafurCjWhen he finds the reward of his paines taking; 
forifa dog courfecontinually and never kill, the fport 
will grow yrkfome unto him, and therefore nowand 
then,give him fuch advantage that he may kill theHare: 
then labour , which is contrary to killing; for in it you 
muft give the Hare all indifferent advantage, both by 
Law and otherwife, whereby (he may ftand long before 
thedog, andmakehimfhewhisuttermofttoengthbe¬ 
fore he oe able to reach her. 

After your dogge hath courft, if he kill you (ball by 
E 2 no 
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nomeanesfufferhimtobreakethe Hare, but having 
Ordering dogs t^en hct frooi him firft clenfe his mouth and chaps 
after ceurfirg- f-Qm tbewoolloftheHare, 8ttben give him toeatethe 
Liver,Lights,and Heatt,& fo take him up iu ) our leafe, 
lead him home, and there firfl: ivafh his feet in a little 
butter and beere, andfoputhinmpinthekenneH,and 
half an houre after feed him; for upon his courfing days 
you muft by no meanes give him,any meate more then a 
white bread toaft and butter,ora to.a If and Oyle, which 
muff be given before hismorning ayring,and fokeneled 
till he go to his courfe. 

Touehingayringor walkingof Grcy-h-junds .vfhich is 
ofa3ring- g great nourifliet and incteaferof winde, it muft duly 
be done every morning before Sun-rife, and every eve¬ 
ning before or after Sunne fet in this manner, as foone 
as you have opened yqur keoMll and i ub’d your dogge, 
over with a cleane haire cloath^ you fliall let him play a- 
little about you before the kenneil dore, then take him 
up into your leafli and walke him forth into the fields^ 
where for the moff part are no (heep or other fmall cat- 
telljWhich they may out of wantonnefle indanger, and 
tJierelet him loofe and givebimleave to play and fcope 
about you, fo that he may fkummer, piile, and empty 
bis bodyjWhich when he hath done fufficientily,you fhal 
then take him up in your.leafh. againe, and fo walke 
him home and Rennellhim, thisyou fball doe after the 
ftme manner in the evening ; and alft) if your dogge be 
ftrong and lufty at night after fupper^ aad then bring¬ 
ing him home bring him to the fire, and there let them 
ffretch and beake themfelves, and with your hand 
grope and cleanfe them fromticksand other filth,whidlj 
done leadethem to the Kennell,and Ihut them upfor all 
nighu 

Now 
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Now for the kenellihg of itisaright 

neceflary aftion and muft beperfqrmedwirhall dili- 
gence. for it breeds in the Dog !uft, fpirifj and nimble-houmL 
neilejpreventsdivers miibhances, and kee ps thepowers 
from fpending till time ofneceffity: and therefore you 
(hall by no meanes fuffer your Dog to be out of the 
kenndl^ut in the houres of feeding,walkingjCourfihg, 
or when you have other neceflary buiinefles to do about 
him. 

Chap. 7. . ' 

iheLawes df the Leap or Conrfmg^ as they were 
commanded^allomcl, andfubferibed by 
Thomas late Duky of Norfolky^ 
intheRaigneof ^uecne ■ ■ 

, Elizabeth. 

I^Ow laftly , touching the L awes of the Leafl] 5 or 
Courfingjthpugh they be uncertainly received, and 
alterwith mens various opinions,yet thefeurider-writ¬ 
ten were held for authentical once, and inventedj recd- 
ved and fubfcribed unto by many noble and: worthy 
Perfonages,futingfiilly with the Heafonsand grounds 
ofthepaftime. 

Firft therefore it was ordered that he which was eho- 
fen Fewterer or letter loofe of the Ghyhomds, fliould 

receive the Cre^/jcwwifj .ihatGht to run together intoliis 
Leafh^ aflbone as he'e^me into the field, and to follow 
next to the Hare- finder till he came unto the formerand 
tioBorfemaa nor on painepfdifgraGeto go 

before them, or on either fide, but direftly behind jthe 
fpace of forty yards br ihereabduts. ; ■ 

J#ew, That not above one brace of Greyhonndtl to 
coutfeafl^ftreatoneinftanti • ' • 

E 
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Jfe^~tbat the Hire’findetQa.ov\A give the Hsre three 
fd^hsmes before he put her from her Leat, to make the 
Greyhounds gaze and attend her rifing. 

' ifeiWj 7 hat the FeroUrer fiiall give the Hare twelve 
fcore Law, ere he loofe the Grey ho mds^ exceptit be in 
clanger of lofing fight. 

jre»#,That Dog which giveth the firft turne, ifaftet 
the turne be given, there be neyther coate, flip, nor 
wrench extraordinary,then he which gave the firft turn 
ihall be held to win the wager.; 

Jf e»,if one Dog give the fir ft turneand the other bear 
the Hareyh^ he which boare the Hare (hall win. 

oneDog giveboth thefirfttum and laft turn;, 
and no other advantage betweene them, that od turne 
(hall win the wager. 

Jte«,ihat a eoate (hall be more then two turneSjand a 
go by,Gr the bearing ofthe Hare equall with two turnes 
itent, if neither Dog turn the tttre, then he which 
leadethlaftat the covert, fliallbe held to winnethe 
wager. ^ 

; Jte^fjifoneDogturuethe Hare, ;(ervehimfelfe,and 
turne her againe, thpfe two tumes (hall be as much as a 
coate. 

. : 7 te«fjifaft thecourfe,beequall, then he only which 
borers the Hare,(hall win, and if fliebe not bornCsthen 
the cGurfeeauft be adjudged dead. 

Item , if hee which comes firft into the death of the 
Hare,takes her-up and faves her from breakiBg, cherilh- 
eth theDogs,& deanfeth their mouthes from the wool, 
or other filth ofthefJare,forfuchcurte(iedpne,.h<e (hall 
incurtefie challenge die Harp 5 but not doing it,hc (hall 
have no right,priviledge or title therein.. 

any Dog (hall takca fallin, the cour(e,aiid yet 
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performe his part, he (hall challenge the,advantage ,o£a 
turaeniore then he giveth. 

Jtea>,ifoneDogturnetheHare, fervehimfelfe, and 
give divers coats, yet in the end (land ftill in the field, 
the other Dog without turne giving, running home to 
the covertL thatDogwhich ftood ftill in,the field,(ball 
be thai adjudged to lofe the wager. 

If any roan (hall Ride over a Dog^and overthrovr 
him in his courfe ( though the Dogge were the worfe 
Dogge in opinion ) yet the party for the offence (hall 
eitherreceivethedifgraee of the field, or pay the wa¬ 
ger, for bet weene the parties, it (hall be ad judged no 
courfe. 

Iteia , thofe which are chofen Judges ofthe Leafhe, 
(hall give their judgements prefently, before they de- ‘ 
part from the field, or elfe he in worfe default it lyeth, 
(hall pay theWager by a generall voy ce and fentence. 

And thus much for the Lawes of CoUrfing, and tho(e 
particularities which do depend thereupon: All which- 
Ifubmit unto the Correftion and amendment of thofe 
Worthyand wellknowing Gentlemen,who having the 
Office of the Leafhe confer’d upon them, have both 
Authority and Power to make Lawes therein, accord - 
ing unto the Cuftomes of Countries, and the Rules of 
reafon. 


The end of Hunting. 


E 4 of 
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Of partlGuIarRecreations, r ! 


Chap. 8 . 


.0/ diviYS other part/ailar Recreations ^. 


Of (hooting in 
ihe Long-faow. 


Here be many other particular Recreati¬ 
ons neceffary for. the knowledge and 
praftice of our Husbandman , asfirft, 
Ihoofmginthe Long-bowe,; which is 
both healthfull for the Body, and ne- 
cefiai^for the Common-Wealth; the 
firftextending-the Limbesand making them pliant^the 
other, an able ftrength fit to preferve and defend his 
Countrcyw And firft for fhooting in the Long-bow, a 
man muft obferve thefe few Rules,firft that hee havea 
good eye to behold and difcerne his marke, a knowing 
judgment to imderftand the diftance ofground, to take 
the trueadvantage ofa fide-wind,and to know in what 
compaffe his arrow muftflie,and a quick dexterity to 
givehisfhafta ftrong,{harp, and fuddain loofe^heinuft 
in the aftion it felf ftand faire,comely,and upright with 
his body, his Left foote a convenient ftride before his 
right, both his haromesftifFe, his leftai me holding his 
Bowinthemidftftretcht ftraight-out, and his right 
arme with his three firft fingers and his thumb drawing 

the 
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the ftring unto hisrighteare, the nock of hisarrow reft^ 
ingbetween hisfpre-finger, and long finger of his right 
hand, and the fteale of his arrow below the feathers 
upon’the middle knuckleofhis fore-finger on his left 
hand, heefhalldrawhisarro\,vupclofe unto the.head, 
and deliver it on the inftant without hanging oil the 
firing thebeftBowiseitherSpsnilhor EngliCh Yew, 
andthe-worftofWitchen or Elme^ the bed: (haft is of 
Burch,Sugai-cheft,or Brazell,and thebeft feather gray 
orwhite, . , 

The Markes to flioot. at are three, Ent?,; F^ttkcs, or 
Reavers : the But is a levell iviarke, and therefore 
would have a (Irong Arrow with a very broad Feather: 
ThePrickisamarkeof feme compalfe, y«moftcer- 
laine in the Diftanee ,, thereforeyyould have niinble 
Itrong Arrowes with a middle Feather,all pfone weight 
and flying ^ and the Roaver is a marke incertaine/ome- 
times long, fometimes (hort,, and therefore muft have 

arrowes lighter,or heavier, according unto the difiance 
Ifinfirmity in the armes, or back,take from a man the Of fhooting 

ufeofthe Long-bow, heemay then with a Crosbov; "" c^rosbowes. 

made for gafel carried upon a firing,and the nether end 
placed in a reft with arrowes made ftrong, heavy, and 
futable to the ftrength of the Bow,ftioot at al the former 
Markes, and reape the fame pleafurehe formerly did 
withhisLong-bbvv. , r 

There is another Recreation, which howfoever un- ofFow.brs- 
lawfull in theabufe thereof, yetexercifed with mode¬ 
ration is even of Phy fitians themfelves held exceeding 
wholfome, and hath been preferibed for a recreation to 
great Perfons, and that is Bowling,in which a man (half 
find great Art in choofing out his ground, and prei ent- 
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ringthe Winding, tfariging, and many turning advan. 
tages of the fame, whether it bein open Wide places or 
in clofe allies,and in this fport,the chufiag of the Bowie 
is the greateft cunning 5 your flat Bowies being the beft 
for clofe Allies, your round by azed Bowles for open 
Grounds of advanta^, and your round Bowles like a 
Balljforgreen'fwarthes tbatareplaine and levell. 

Not inferiour to thefe fports, either for health or 
aftion, are the Tenife, or Baloone, the firft being a 
paftime in clofe or open Courts, ftriking a little round 
ball too or fro, either with the pahne of the hand, or 
w’ith Racket .'The other a ftrotig and moving fport in 
the open fields, with a great Ball of double Leather 
fildwith Winde, and lo driven too and fro with the 
ftrength ofamansArmearra’din a Bracer of 
Wood, eyther of which affionsmuft 
belearntbfY the Eyeand praftile 

not by the Eare or 
Reading. 
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Of Angling, &c. 


Chap. 9. 

The whole Art of Angling 5 as it tons written in afmal/^ 
TreattfeinRim, and now for the better under- 
jlandingofthe Reader^pit into Vro^e^ and 
adorned and inlarged : Andfirji of 
Angling^thevertm^uje^ 
and Antiquity, 

Tnce Pleafure is a Rapture, or 
power in this laft Agejftolne into 
the hearts of men, and there lod¬ 
ged up with fuch a careful! guard 
and attendance, that nothing is 
more Supreme, or rulethwith 
greater ftrength in their afFefti- 

__ ons, and fince all ate now be- 

Gome the (onnes of Pleafure, and every good is meafu- 
red by the delight irproduceth .• what worke unto men 
can be m^rethainkfalt- then the Difeourfe of that plea- 
fare which is moft comely y mofthonefty andgiveth 
the moft liberty to DivineMfeditationhmdthatwithout 
all meftionisthe Artof Arigling,which havbgeverbin 
molt hurtlefly necefiary,hath bin the fpbrtor Recreati¬ 
on ofGods Sabts,of moft holy Fathers,, and of many 
worthy and RevcrMid Divines, both dead, ahdatthis 
time breathing. ^ . . ' 
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For the ufe thereof C inicsownetrueandunabufed 

nature 3 carritth in it neither covetoufnefle, deceipt, 
nor anger, the three mainefpirits which (everinfome 
illmealure ) ruleinall other pafrimes , neither are 
alonepreucrninant without the attendance oi their fe- 
ve rallJi^andmajdeSjas Theft, Blafphemy or Bloodfhed : 
for m D;ce-play. Cards, Eovdes, or any other fport 
where mony is the goale to which mensmindsaredi- 
reCied^what can mans avarice there be accountetp, other , 
thtna familiar RobbCTy,each feeking by-deceipt.to cou- 
’ tn and fpoile other of that blifl'e of mcanes which God 
hadbeftowed tofupport them and their families? And 
as in every contention there muft bea betterhood or fu- 
per-exceliing, fo in this, when the weakerdeceipt is de¬ 
prived his expeftation, how doth it then fall into 
curfes, oathes, and fiiries, fuch as would i^^e Vertue 
tremble with the imaginatbn. " j 

• ' But'iri this Art of Angling thereiis no fucK'^il 
fuch finflillviolencejfor thegreateft thingit covetethjis, 
- for mucjj labour a little Filh , hardlv fo niuch as Will 
fufSce Nature in a reafonale ftomack .• Tor the Angref 
muft inticednot command,his teward,and that, which is 
worthy miilionsto his contentment,fahother ihay buy 
for a groateinthemafket.Hisdeceipt workethnot up¬ 
on men but upon thofe creatures whom it is lawfull to 
beguilefor ourJioneftjecfeaci 6 nsbr'n€e,d,fuU! (Ufes, and 
for ail liage and fury it muft be fo greafra fttanggr • tp this 
civill p'aftiiiiejthat if it coine but within view! of - fpeca- 
latibn thereof,it no more to be efteenfied a Pleafure,for 
every proper good- thereof , in the very inftant faileth, 
fteWing unto all men that ,1 will , uqdefgoe any 
delight fherein,that;if was,ififffi invented;- taught,and 
fhall for ever bee maintained by Patieriee onely< 
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^nd yet I may not fayonely Vatknce^ for her other 
three Sifters have Itkewife a commanding power in this 
exercife, fordireftech and appointeth out thofe 
places where men may with liberty u(e their fport, and 
neither do injury to their neighbours, nor incurethe 
cenfure of incivillity. Temperance layeth downe the 
meafure of the aftion , and moderateih defire in fuch 
good proportion, that noExceffeis found in the over- 
flow of their affeftions. Lafily, ForZ/tWeinableththe 
niindc to undergo the travaile, and exchange of Wea¬ 
thers with a healthfull eafe, and nottodifpairewiitha 
little expence of time, but to perfeverewith a conftant 
imagination In the end to obtain both pleafure and - fa- 
tisfaftion. 

Now forthe Antiquity thereofiffor all pleafures, like ih; amiquitj 
Gentry, are held to bemoftexcellent, which ismoft 
ancient ) itis by fome Writers fayd to be found out by 
and his Wife, after the generall flood : 

otherswrite it was the invention of S(tf«r«e, after the 
peac: concluded betwixt him and his brother lytan : 
and others that it came from Belits the fonne of Nim - 
rod who firft invented all holy and vertuons Recreati¬ 
ons’: and all thefe though they favour offl(ftion,yet they 
differ not from truth, for it is moft certaine that both 
Ducdion^ Sattirne^ and Bctiif, are taken for figures of 
Ndah, and his Family, and the invention of the Art of 
Angfing, istruly fayd to come frointhefbnnesof^et/j, 
ofwhich Noah was moft Principall. Thus you fee it is 
good,as having no coherence with evill, worthy of ufe, 
inasmuch as it is mixt with a delightful 1 profit ; and 
moft ancient, as being the Recreation of the firft Patri- 
arkes, wherefore now I will proceed tothe Art it felfe,: 
and themeanes tdattaine it.. 


Chap, 
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Chap. 10. 

of the Angle-rod^LinesflorkesJiooJ^t^aHd other 

Toplesfor Angling. | 

|N as much as the firftground WorkeorSubftance 
■^ofthis Art of Angling confifteth in the implements 
belonging and appertayning thereunto, and that 
except a man be pofleft of them which aremoftexaO', 
nimble, or neceffary for the fame, his labour is vay ne, 
and to little or no purpofe imployed, and for as much 
as the Angle-rod is the greateft,principallefl:, and foie 
direft or of all other Tooles belonging thereunto, I 
thinke it not arnifle to begin with the choyfe and order 
thereof, according to the opinions of the beft noted 
Anglers, which either have bin in times paft, orareat 
this day living. 

Of ihs Angie- For the choyce then ofyour Angle-Rod you fhall 

undetftand that fome Anglers are of opinion j that the 
beft ftiouldbe compofed oftwopeeces,aaiainebody, 
and a fmall pliant top. The maine body would be of 
a fine growne ground-witchen, or a ground Elme, of 
at leafr nine or ten foote in length, ftraight, fmooth, 
without knots, and not much difFering,at either end in 
one fubftance or thicknefle. It would be gathered at 
thefallofthe Leafe,neere,orabouc Al~hallontide^ and 
laydup in fome dry place, where itmay lie ftraight, 
andofitfelfefeafon.’Forto beake them in the fire (as 
many do)when they are greene,is not fo good, but after 
theybewelldryed and leafbned of therafelves, then 
to beake them in the fire, and fet them (b ftraight and 
even that an arrow cannot furpafle them, isexmlentj 
then you may take off the upper rinde, and what with 
the fmoake, and their own age, their colour will be fo 

dark 
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darke, that they will give no refleft into the Water ~ 
(whichisaprincipalloblervation. ) Your Rod being 
made thus ftraight and feafoned, you (hall at the up- 
per end thereof, with anAugureorahotlron, but a 
hotironisthe bmer, burne a hole about three inches 
deep, andofafingeiswideneffe : then ontheoutfide 
oftheRod, from thetopofthehole unto thehottome 
) ou Ihal warpt it about either with ftrong double twift- 
ed threed well Waxed or pitcht, or with Shoo-makers 
threedmany times doubled, and well waxed with 
Shooe-makers Wax, and the lafl: end faftned under 
thelaft foulds, foclofeand fo fare, that it may by no 
meahcsloofef, for this willkeep the Rod from cleaving 
or breaking in that fame place,. where the hollo wneffe 
was made. 

The flock being thus made, you (hall into the hole of the Top of, 
fix the Top, which would be a very fmall ground Ha- the Angie rod’ 
zell, growing from the Earth upward, very fmooth 
andftraight, which wouldbecutatthe latter end of 
theyeare, and lie in feafon all the Winter, the upper 
R-inde being by no irieanys taken off,: ney ther the Rod 
put into the fire at all, but onely feafoned in a good dry 
place, where: it may lie ftraight, and have both the 
Winde and fome Ayre ofthe fire to come unto it.: This 
Topmuflbe plyant and bending, yet of fuchafuffici- i 

ent flrengththaf it will not breake with any reafonable 
jerk, but as it is any way bov/ed, fo to returne againe 
to the former flraightHeffe. This top wand would be 
of a yard and a halfe, or an Ell at leaft in length, and at 
the fmalleft end thereof would be faflned with a warpe 
ofhairejj a ftrong loope ofhaire, about an inch long, to 
whichyoumayatpleafurefaften yourfiflungline;and 
the bigger end of the top,mufl be thruft into rhefocker 
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of the flock, and made fo faft that it may not loofln nor 
ibakeoutwith any (baking, or other reafonablevio. 
lence. And all be the Witchen or ground- elme are ac¬ 
counted the beft to frame thefe maineftockesof, yeti 
have fetne very good ftockes made both of Sallow, 
Beech, or Poplar: for the lighter your Rod is (fo it be 
ftrong) it is fo much the better,and more for the cafe of 
himtbatufeth it. 

1 he Angle-rod There be other approved good Anglers which allow ! 

ofonepetce. onely that Rodde which iscompofedall of one entire 
peecCjand think them ftronger,nimbler, and lefle cafu- 
all,and thefe Rods they would have chofen of an excel¬ 
lent ftraight and well growne ground-Hazell, being 
ftom the bottome to the top finely rulh growne, theup- 
per end thereof being fmall, pliant and bending. This 
Rod would be gathered at the fall oFtheleafe, when the 
leaves are feme fallen and feme flicking; as foon as you 
have cut them up,you (hall cut away the leaves and final 
fpiigs, yet not foneere that you hurt the Barke ( fot 
that by no meanes muft be ftird, as well for the ftrength 
ofthe Rod, as for the colour, which being darke will 
notfofooncatchtheeyeoftheFiflj, and offend them.) 
Then bringing your Rods home, you lhall lay them 
upon a levell flore,and preffing themdowne with good 
weights, to keepethem from warping, let them lie 
and feafon all the Winter :Thenin the Spring-time take 
them up, for your purpofe, which is onely to make 
the Knots fmooth, and to fix your loopeofhaire un¬ 
to the upper end. Now of thefe Roddes, thelongeftis 
thcbeft,fbitbe ftraight and well growne, for moft com¬ 
monly they are lb ftort that they will ferveto filh with 
but ihlittle narrow Brockes, or elfe in a Boat, in great 
Waters. 


There 
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There bee other Angler.', and many ofthebeft and 
approvedft judgements, which allow the Angle-rodof^^^j^'^ ”’^ 
many pieces; as thofe which are made of Cane, eachp'ccu. 
piece exceeding another one degree, in fuch even pro¬ 
portion that being fixed and thruft one wiihin another 
they will ftiew as one even & moft ftraight rufh-growne 
body, without any crookednelie or other outward evil 
favourednefle. Thefe pieces would not be above foure 
foot in length a piece,and three fuch pieces, which make 
twelve foot, arefufficient forthe ftockeof the Rodde, 
befides the toppe. Now for thofe ends which are the 
fockets, into which you fixe the other Canes, youfliall 
hoope them about with fine plates of Braffe, an inch 8c 
an halfe broad, well fodered,and fmoothly filed, which 
willkeepethe Canefrom cleaving: and forthetoppe 
of this Rod, the round Whale bone is thought the beft, 
andiurelyinmyconceitefoitis, both for this^or any o- 
ther rodde whatfoever, for it is tough, ftrong, and moft 
plyant, Thefe Rods moft commonly are made to have 
the fmall Canes thruft downe into the wide Canes, fo 
that a man may walke with them as with a ftaffe, and 
when hee pleafeth'draw them forth, andufethemas 
occafionfhall be offered. Theonely exception which is 
taken atthefe kind of Roddes, isthebright colour of 
the Cane, which reflefting into the water,oft times fca- 
reth theFi{h,andmaketh them afraid to bite; But if 
youfilhindeepe and thicke waters, there is no fuch 
matter, for thefhadow of theRoddeisnordifeerned 
through the Sunne,onely in {hallow and cleere Brookes 
it is a little hinderance, and therefore he which is a Ma¬ 
tter in this Art will Vmber and darken the Rodde, by 
rubbing it over a gentle fire with a little Capons greafe, 
and browne of Spaine, mixt together. 


Now 
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Now for your Line?j you fliall underftand that they 
are to bemade ofthe ftrongeft,longeft, and beft growne 
Borfe hairethat can be got, not that which groweth on 
his Maine, not upon the upper part or fetcing on of his 
tayle, but that which groweth from the middle and in- 
moft part of his dock, and fo extendeth it felfe down to 
the ground, being the biggeft and ftrongeft haires about 
the Uorfe: neither arethefe haires to be gathered from 
poore,leane,&: difeafed lades oflittle price or value,but 
from the fatteft, foundefr, and proudeft Horfe you can 
find, for the beft Horfe hath ever the beft hay re; neither 
would y cur hay res be gathered from Nagges, Mares, or 
Geldings, but from fton d-Horfes onely, of which the 
blackehaireistheworft, the white or gray beft, and o- 
ther colours indifferent.Thofe lines which you makefor 
fmaliFi(h,as Gudgeon, Witling, or Menow,would bee 
compofed of three hayres; rhofe which you make for 
Pearch, or Trout, would be of five hayres; andthofe 
for the Chub or Barbell, would be of feaven: to thofe 
oft hree hay res you (hall adde one ihrecdof filke; to 
thofe of five two threeds of (like; and to thofe of fear 
ven three threeds offilke. You (hall twift; your hayres 
neither too hard nor too flackoj but^ven (bas they 
may twinde and coutch clofe one within another and 
no more, without-either fnarling or gaping on from 
another .-.theend, you (hallfaften together with a Fi(h- 
ersknot, which is your ordinary faft knot,fouIded fours 
times about, both underand above, for this will not 
loofe in the water, but being drawne clofe together 
will continue when ail other knots will faile, fora 
bayre being fmooth and ftiffe, will yeeld and goe 
backeifit bee not artificially drawne together. Your 
ordinary Line would be betweene three and foure far 

donrSi 
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dome in length, yet for as much as there are diverfities 
mthelengthofR.ods,inthedepthof naters, andinthe 
places of Handing to Angle in, it Ihall be good to have 
Lines of divers lengths, and to take thofe which (ball be 
fitteft for your purpofe. 

Thefe Lines, though the naturall hayres., being colouring 
white or grey, be not much offenfive, yetitlhallnotbe ofLines. 
amiffe to colour them according to thefeafonsof the 
yeete, for fo they will leaft fcare the Filh, and fooneft 
intifethem to bite withmoftgreedines: and of colours 
thebeftisthe Water-greene, which you (hall make af¬ 
ter this manner .-Take a pottle of Allome water, and put 
thereunto a great handfull of Marigolds, and let them 
boile well till a yellow skum rife upon the water, then 
take halfe a pound of greene Coperas, and as much Ver- 
digreafe, beaten to fine pouder, and put it with the haire 
into th c water, and fo let it boyle againe a pretty fpace, 
and then fet it Ijy to coole for halfe a day: then take out 
your hayre,and lay it where it may dry,and you fliall fee 
it ofa delicate greene colour, which indeed is the beft 
Watergreenethat may be. 

This colour is excellent to Angle with in all cleere wa¬ 
ters where the Line lies plaine and moft difcovered, and 
will continue from the beginning of the Spring to the 
beginning of Winter. Nowif you will haveyour Lines 
ofa yellow colour, you fhall boyle your haire in Allome 
water,mixt only with Marigolds,and a handfull ofTur- 
merickrbut if you cannot get Turmericke, then you fhal 
ftampe.lbmuch of greene Walnut-tree leaves, and mixe 
itwith the water, and fteepe your haire therein twenty 
and foure houres at leaH. 

Lines of this colour are good to Angle with in waters 
that are cleere, yet full of weeds, fedge, and fuch like, 
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fpr it is not unlike to the ftalkeg of thefe weedes, and it 
will well continue to Angle witball the firft part of the 
winterjas uoin before Michaelmas nil after Lhriftmas. 

If you will have your Lines of a Rnlfct colour, you 
(ball takea part of Alioffie water, and as muchftrong 
Lye, then pm thereto a handfull of fpote, and as much 
browne of Spaine, and after it hath boyledanhoureor 
two, fet it by to cooie, and when it is coltl fteep your 
ha} re therein a day and a night, and then hang it up to 
dry; thefe coloured Lines are good to Angle within 
all deepe waters, whether they be Hivers or ftanding 
Pooles, as Ponds,and fuch Iike,and are tnoft in ufe from 
Chriftmas till alter Eafter. 

Now ifyou will have your Lines of a Browne orDuf. 
kifli colour, you ftiall take a pound of Vniber, and halffe 
fo much Soote, and feeth it in a pottle of Ale a good 
Ipace, then when it is cold fteep y our haires therein a 
day and a night, and then hang them uptodrye, and 
the colour will be perftft, yet ever the darker you 
would haveit, the more Vmber put unto it : thefe 
Lines are excellent to Angle with in waters that are 
black,deepe,and muddy,be they either running or ftan« 
ding waters, and will eontmue all feafonsoftheyeere 
whatfotver, ‘onely in bright waters they are too black, 
andcafttoolargealhadow. Laftly, if you would have 
yoarLinesofa tawny colour (although in the waterit 
flieweth almoftallone with the other darker colours) 
you (hall takeLime and water, mixe ittogether,& fteep 
your haire therein halfe a day,and then takeit forth and 
fteepe it double fo long time in Tanners ouze, and then 
hang it up to dry, and the colou r will be perfeft ; thefe 
Lihesarebeft to Angle with inmorilh and heathy wa¬ 
ters^ which are of a reddifh colour,and wil ferve for that 
purpofe 
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purpofe all leafons of the yearerif with this cofeur or the 
grecne,you mixe a filver threed it will not beainiire,and 
with the other colours a gold threed it is good a 1 fo: and 
note,that at each end of your Line you make a loope,the 
one to faften to the top of your Rod , being the larger, 
and the other to faften your hooke-Line unto, which 
would be fomewhat lefler. • 

After your Lines be made, you (ball make your Corks of the Cwk: 
in this manner: take of the bell: and thickeft Corke you 
canget,and with a fineRazor having paredit fmooth on 
the outlidc, cut itjnto thefafliion of a long Kathmue 
Peare, big and round at the one end,and long and flen- 
derat the other, and according to the ftrength of your 
Line, fo make your worke bigger or lefler,as for a Line 
of three hay res, a Corke ofan inch and halfe in length, 
and as much in compafleinthe thickeft part is biggee- 
nough ; and for a Line or more haires,a Corke of more 
iength,and compafle will become it.’and indeed to fpeak 
tmly,for as much as it ferveth but only for a diredion to 
your eye to know when the fifh bitcth, and when you 
fliall ftrikjthe lefler yourCork is,the better it is,and bree- 
deth iefle affright in the water,in fo much that many An- 
glerswill fi(h without any Cork, with a bare quill only, 
but that it is not fo certaine,nor giveth fo fure direftion 
as the Cork doth. After you have Ihaped your Corke, 
you (hall with a hot Iron boar a holejlong-wile,through 
themiddeft thei'eof,and into that hole thruft a quill,and 
through the quill draw your Line,and faften them both 
together with a wedge of the hard end of the goofe fea- 
ther;and note that both your quill and your wedge bee 
white, for that breedeth leaft offence on the water,then 
place the fm'aller end of your corke downe towards 
your Hooke,and the bigger end towards your rod, that' 

F 9 the 


Cornmy Content's. iBopk. 

the fmalletendjfinkingdowne with the Hoqke,thebig- 
germay floate aloft and bears the quill upward, which 
whenatany time, you fee or perceive buld downein- 
tothewater, then you may&fely ftrike, forwithout 
doubt it isan affuredfigne that the fifh hath bitten at the 

There bee other Anglers which make their Corkes 
in the fafhion of a Nunne gigge., fmall at both ends, 
andbiggeinthemiddeft, and it is not much to bcc 
difliked, onely it is a little fooner apt to finke, and. 
you may thereby (hike before the Filh have folly bit¬ 
ten. Others ihape their Corkes in the felhipn of a 
whirle, or of a little Apple, round, flattifliof both 
fides, and this corke is beft to Angle for the grea- 
teftFifhes, becaufe it being not fo apt to finke, will 
floate till the Hooke bee tattned, and that the.Filh 


of Angle in 
Ueote, 


then ftriking can feldome or never loolc ms la- 

^°Sext to your Corkes is your HookeSj,and they bee of 
diver? fhapes and fafliions,fome bigge,fpmedittlc, fptne 
between both,accordingto theFift at whi^you aqgk, 
thebcft fubftancc whereof to make them, is other old 
Spanifh Needles, or elsftrongWyerdrawneas Mere 
as maybe to that bight of tempers, which-beiogMa* 
led andalaydemthefire,youmay hendandboWiat yoW 

pleafure. Now for the beft foftning of your Wy«, 
if you make your Hookes of old Needles you lhall 
needebuttohold thOTi in the blaze ofa Gaadle till they 
beeredhot, and then let them coole ofthemfelves, and 
they will be foft, and plyant enough, butifyoumake 
yeur Hookes of ftrong Spanifh Wyer, you lhall rbule it 
sound®, and then lay it upon burning Char-Coate 
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turnmg it up and downe till it bee all red hot in every 
place , then let it gently coole of it felfe, and it will 
bee foft enough. Now for the making of your Hookes, 
ladvileyou togoeto fuch as are beft reputed fur mak¬ 
ing of them, and buy of all forts ofHookes from the 
biggefl; to the leaft, that is to (ay, from that which 
taketh the Loach, to that whichtakeththe Salmon, 
and let them lye before you for examples : then lookc 
ofwhat fort of Hookes you intend to make, and with 
a fine File, fiift make the poyntofy our Hooke,which 
would neyther bee too (harpe, for then it will catch 
hold of every thing, when it (hould not,nor too blunt, 
lead: it faile to taKe hold when there is occafion : 
thereforein that obfervea mrane, making it leffe lharpe 
then a fine Needle, aad riiore (harpe then a fmall 
Pinne. When you have made the poynt then with a 
thinne Knife ofa very good edge, you (hall cut out and 
laife up the herd which you (hdl make greater or 
leffe, according to the bigneffe of the Hooke, and 
the ftrenethofthe Wyer : foryoumuft bynomeanes 
cut the beard fo deepc, that thereby you weaken 
the Hooke, but it muftfaecas ftrong in that place as 
any other. When the point and beard is made, you 
(hall with a, fine paire of roundPlyers tumeand com- 
pa(ie the Hooke about^, mfiking it round,drcular-wife, 
being fomewhat more 'then a lemidrcle, and ever gb- 
ferve that the rounder fhe compafle or bought com- 
meth in,that fo much the better proportioned the Hook 
is. Thisdone, you (hall leave as much asyou^thinke 
convenient for the (hanke , ,and then cut it off frpm 
thereltdfthe Wyer ; whichdone, youlballbeatethe 
end downe flat, and fomewhat broader then the reft, 
and fo polliibandfmooth it all over, then heating it 
F 4 red 
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redhotinalittlePanneofCharchoalesputit fuddainly 
into the Water, and quench it, which will bring your 
Hooketoafullftrengthand hardnelle. Thus you fee 
how to make Hooksofall fizesand (hapes, whether they 
be fihgle or double Hookes, for although the quantities 
alter,yet the fhapes do not^and the double Hook which 
isthe Pike-hooke,is no other, but two fingle Hookes all 
of one Wyer, turned contrary wayes : and this double 
Hooke muft not have the Line fixt un to it, but a ftrong 
Wyer joyned unto it ofthree inches long,weIl wound a- 
bout & warped with a fmaller W yer; then to it another 
Wyer ofthe famelength, as ifthey were two feverall 
linkes joyned together, and then the Line fixed to the 
laft Link,aod therefore are called armed hopke, for they 
defend the line from fliearing or cutting in,pieces with 
the teeth ofthe Pike. , ’ 

Now for your fingle Hookes, you (hall thus fix them 
unto your Lines, take a length ofyour twilled Hay res, 
contayning that number which is fit for the Hooke, and 
having made a ftrong loope at the one end,lay the other 
end where is no bought upon theinfide of your Hooke, 
then with a ftrong red SUke, either fingle or double, ac¬ 
cording tc thebignelleof theHooke,being well waxed, 
w hippeand wrap the Hooke round about,as thick,clofe, 
and ftrait as may be, in luch fort as you lee iiien vyhippe 
their Eow-ftrirjgs,3nd in the lame'mannerm'ake theends 
of your filke fall ythen with a'paireo^fizers cutthefilke 
and haires ofFclofe by the Hooke, and you may bee lure 
that they will not loofe one from another, withieafon- 
abley'oVnce. 

After your Hooke is fhusfeftened tdyqiifLine, you 
ftiall then plumbe your Line , which is to fix certaine 
pieces of Lead, according to the bignefle of your Line 

about 
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ab out it,feme being in length a quarter of an inch, fome 
halfc an inch,fome bigger,and fome leffe, according un - 
to the waight ofyour Hooke,and bigoefle of your Cork, 
forfhefeplumetsare but bnely to carry downe your 
Ho oke,and lay it in the bottome,neither being fo heavy • 
to make the Corke finke, norfo light as not with the 
ftnalleft touch to make the Corke dip into the water ; 
you (hall then underftand that your firft plumtt would 
be twelve or fourctcene inches from iheHooke,the refl: 
not above one inch diftance one from another,not being 
above five or fcaven at the moll, albe fome Anglers ufe 
nine,and fome more,as their fancies rule them. There 
is in plumbing of Lines three fevera 11 lalhions ol plumets 
ufed,as one long, another fquare, and the third in a Dia¬ 
mond forine, • but all tending to ope end, have but one 
ufe^and the long ones are accounted thebeltjfo that they 
bee neatly fet to, and the ends very fmodth and clofe 
layd downe,(b that they tangle not the Line by catching 
hold upon Weedes, or other traCh in the bqttpme of ihe 
■water, r i: .I: , j-; ^ ' 

Thiishaveyou feene thebeftphoiftof Ro^s, Lines; Ofother im 
Corkes, and Hookes, and how to fix ^d couple them P'^mems for 
altogether to doe their feverall GffieeSj, itnowrefteth 
that wee fpeake ofother neceCTury implements, which 
Ihould accompany the,painefujl and^induftriqusy^w^/ef-, 
and they be thefe .•rfjejeiballbefides thefe before fpoken 
of, havealarge Mufk^; builet,i through which having 
(ixed a double twitted thre^,and therof caade a ftrong 
loopq,hcmay at hispleafurehangitupori hisHook, and 
therewith found the depth of every water, and fo know 
how to.plumbe his lines,and place his corke in their due 
places^then hee (hall have a large ring of leat^ fix inches 
atleaftmcompafle,andmadefaftto a ftnall long line. 
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through which, thrafting yOur Angle rod, and letiingit 
fell into the Water by your faaireLine,it wil help to un. 
your Hookeif it bee feftned,either upon weeds or other 
ftooes in the Wat*. 

Then he Ihall have a fine fmooth board of fomecuri. 
ous Wood for ihevv fekfe,being as bigas a Trencher,and 
cut battlement-wife ateachend^on which hee (hall fold 
his feverall Lines. His hookes he (hall have in a dry clrfe 
box*, hee {hall faavea little Bag of red cloatb,to carry his 
Worraes in,andtfiix with them a little frelh mould and 
Fennell 5 then he fhall either have a clbfe ftopt Home,in 
which helhall keepe Maggots,Bobbes,Palmers,and fuch 
like ,or a hollow Gane, in which he may put them, and 
Scarrabs -• He fhall have a clofe box for all forts oflive 
Fliesjandanoth* for Needies,Silke,Threcd,Wax, and 
Idofehairesi thenaroUle of pitchThreedtomendthe 
Angle-rod Withall,ifit chance tobteak, a File, a Knife,a 
Pouch with many purfes, in which you may place all 
ypuriraplements Whatfoever feverally- 

Laftly, hee fhall have a little fine wandedPebbe to 
hang by Ms ffdej in'which he fhall put the Fifeihecatch. 
etbi and aT^alfJOuhd Net faftned unto a poales end, 
wherewith heemay land aPiIte,or anyothergreatFilh 
ofdiat^dewhatfoever. To havealfb allude Boate 

do^h3o4eiiMj^ii^Sditeftplaces=^^^ 
is elforig^t ridsdfitVjhndfitofin -Angler andthml 
have Ihew^ yoh the lubftance ofthe Anglers iriftru- 
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Chap.2.: ^ 

ofthe^PglersApparell, and iuvc^rd 
^Halitiis. 

'T OuchingtheAoglersapparrclJC fpritisar^fpca a? 

i neceflaryas an other whatfocver ) it would by no 

meanesbegarini,lightcolour€d5or(hining,fotwhatfp- 
everwithagUtteringhew it r^eacthuponthewate^ 
immediatelyitfrighteththeFifli, andmakeththemHie 
fromhisprefence, no hunger being ablptptwpt them 
to bite wh«i their eye is offended •’ and of all creatures 
thereis none more fharpe fighted then Fifes are. Let ^ 
thcnyourapparellbeplaineandcpmfy, ofadarkeco- r, 
lour asRuffetsTawnyjprfuchlike,clgfetpyourbpdy, 
withoutanynew fafhionedflafes, orhangfegfleeyes, 
wavingloofe, like failes about you i,. fethey are like 


for Yourownehealth ana eaieiaKe, pee warme auw yypu 

lined, thatneitberthecoldn^of fe Ayfe# hpr the 

inoiftneaeofthe water may ofend youfefP ypu.r M 
andfeetdry, forftomthepffencepMemfprjngeth A-. 

cues,andworfe infinrdties; / . .: ■ • 

T^owfor fejnwardqnalm«Qf(diemmQe 4 P.efpm€ Angler* 

Writersreducethemintotwelvfi beads, which indeed vermes, 
whofoever injoyeth cannot dbufebutbeyerycpi^leat 
m much perfeaion, yet I muft dramhemm^ W 

moreBra&s. The firft, and moftefecianw.here^. 


Scholier,anaieeaeujauiuvi-wv.x„,,^,.vw, 

marian, to know hpv? eithertO WratP or Plfcourfe 
ofhis Artin trueand htfeg tetrecs^eitheryYithftut.afc 
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toperfwade and intice other to delight in an Exerdfe 
lb much Laudable. Hee fliduld have ftrength of argu¬ 
ments to defend and maintaine hisprofeffion, againft 
Envy orflaunder. Hee fliould have knowledge in the 
Sunne, Moone, and StarreSj- that by their Afpeftshee 
may guefle the feafonablenefle, or unfeafonableneffe of 
theweather j the breeding of ftofmes, and from what 
coaftsthe Windes are ever delivered. Hee Ihould bee 
agood^knower of Countries, and well ufed to high 
wayes, that by taking the readieft pathes to every Lake, 
Brookjor River, his journies may be more certaine and 
ikTe weattfome. • Hee fliould have knowledge in pro¬ 
portions of all fdrfs,whether Circular, Square, or Diar 
metricalljthat when hee (hall be queftioned of his diur* 
nail ProgrefleSjhee may give aGeographicall defcripiion 
of the Angles and Channels of Rivers, how they fall 
fromtheir faeads,and what compafles they fetch in their 
feverall windings. He'muft alfo haVe the perfeft Art of 
numbring, that m the founding of Lake* or Rivers,hee 
may know how many foot or inches each feVerally con- 
tay neth^ arid by adding, lubtrading,qr multiplyingthe 
lamCj • hee may yeeld thereafon ofevery Rivers fwift or 
Dow Current. Hee fliould nofbeunskilfull inMuficl^ 
that whenfoever either melancholly, heavinefle of his 
thought, or the perturbations of his owne fancies ftir- 
reth Bp ladnelfe iii him j, hee may remove the lame with 
fpmegodly Hymnebr Antheme, of which David 
himampleesEamples;^’ 

Heerouftbeofawellfetledandconftant beliefe, to 
injo'y^ebenefitqfhis Expeftatiori, forthentoDif- 
payrejityere better liever to put in praftife : And hee 
ifittfteyiythinke wbi^e the waters ate pleafant and any 
di^^bly 5- that there the Creator ofalf good things 

hath 
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hath ftored up much of his plenty: and though your 
fatisfaftion be not as ready asyourwilhes, yet you 
niuft hope ftill, that with perfeverance you (hall reape 
the fulnefle of your Harveft with contentment: Then 
bee muft be full ot love, both to his pleafure and to his 
Neighbour; To his pleafure, -which otherwife would 
be irkefcme and tedious, and to his neighbour that he 
neither give offence in any particular, nor beguiltyof 
anj gentrall deftruftion: Then he muft beexceeding 
patient, and neither vexe nor excruciate himfelfe with 
Ioffes or inifchances, as in Icfing the prey when it is 
alrnoft inthehand, or by breaking his Tooles by ig¬ 
norance or negligence, but with a pleafed fufferance a- 
mend errors, and thinke mifchancesinftradfions to bet¬ 
ter carefulneffe. 

He muff then be full of humble thoughts,not difday-. 
ning when occafion commands to kneele, lye dowpe, or 
wet his feet bv fingers, as oft as there is any advantage 
given thereby, unto the gaining the end of his labour. 
Then he mufl be firong and valiant, neither to be ama¬ 
zed with flormes, nor affrighted with Thunder, but 
to hold them according to their naturall caufes, and the 
pleafure of the Highcft: neither muff he, likethe Foxc 
which preyeth upon Latnbes, imploy all his labour a- 
gainft the fmallei Frie, but like the Lyon that feazeth 
Elephants, thinke the greateft Fifh whichfwimmeth, a 
reward little enough for the paines which he enduretli. 
Then muft he be libefall, and not working onelv for his 
ownebelly', as ifit could never be fatisfied; buthemuft 
with much cheerefulnelfe beftow the fruites of his skill 
amongft his honeft neighbours, who being partners of 
hisgaine,will doubly tenownhisttyumph^ and thatis 
ever a pleafing reward to vertuev • ; 
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Then muft he be prudent, that apprehending the Rea. 
Tons why the Fifli will not bite, and all other cafuall 
impediments which hinder his fport, and knowing 
the Remedies for the fame, hee may dircd his La¬ 
bours to be without troublefomneffe .* Then hee muft 
have a moderate contentation of the mind, tobe fatisfi. 
ed with indifferent thing«,and not out of an avaricious 
greedineffethinke every thing too little, beitneverfo 
abundant: Thenmufthebe ofa thankefull naturejprah 
ling the Author of all goodnefle , and (hewing a large 
gratefulneffetor theleaftfatisfaftion: Then muft he be 
of a perfect memory, quick e, and prompt to call in- 
to his mind all the need full things which are any way 
inhisExercife to be imployed, left by omifhonorby 
forgetfulneffe of any, he fruftrate his hopes, and make 
his Labour effeftleffe. Laftly, he muft be of a ftrong 
conftitutionofbcdy, able to endure much fading, and 
not ofa gnawing ftomacke, obferving houres, in. which 
if it beunlatisfied, it troubleth both the mind and bo¬ 
dy, and lofeth that delight which maketh the paftime 
onely pleafing. 

uuom- Thus having (he wed the inward Vertuesand quali¬ 

ties which (hould alwayes accompany a perfeft Angler, 
it is very meet now to give unto y ou certaine Cautions, 
which being carefully oblerved, you (hall with more 
eafe obtayne the fulnefie of your defires. Firft there • 
fore, when you go to Angle, you (hall obferve that all 
your Tooles, Lines, or Implements be ( as the Sea-man 
faith ) yare, fit, and ready, for to have them raveld, ill 
made, or in unreadinefle, they are great h indrances unto 
your pleafure. Then Ipoke that your baites be good, 
fweete, fine, and agreeing with the Seafon: for if they 
be otherwife unproper in any of theirnatures, they are 
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ufelefle and you had beene better at home then by the 
River.’ Then you nuift not Angle in unfeafonable 
times for the Filh not being inclined to bite, itisa 
ftrange intifement that can compeil them : Then you 
muhbecarefull neither by yolir apparel], motions , or 
too open (landing to give alright totheFiOi, for when 

they are feared they fiye from you, and you feeke foci- 
ctyin an empty Houfe. Then muft you labour in cleere 
Olid untroubled waters, for when the Brookos are any 
thing white, muddy, and thicke, either tb rough inun- 

danonsorothertrouble,itisimpo^,ibleto getanything 

with the Angle : Then to refpeti: the temper of the 
wither, for extreme wind or extreme cold taketh 
from Filh all manner of appetite; Sodothlikewifetoo 
violent heate,or raine that is great, heavy, and beatings 
or any dormes, Snowes Hailes or bluftrings, efped- 
ally that which commeth from the fcatt, which of all 
is the word rthofe which blow from the South are bed, 
andthofe which come from the North or wed are ia- 
different: Many other obfervations there are, but they 

Ihallfollow in their due places. 


Chap. i'2. 

of the hefi md mrfi Seafom to Angle in , and 
■ ' iheirnfts. 


B Eforeldireayouin thebedSeafon9,and theircon- 
trary, for the general! Art of Angling, Ithinkeit 
iiotami(re,alittleby the way, to giveyou a glaunceor 
fpeculation how to order your Body and Art of each le- 
verall water: for the manner of your dandmgand con¬ 
cealing of your felfe,. is a materiall and chiefe point m 

K„ow, 
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’ Know then, that if you Angle in any Pond or ftan- 

T lie Anglers ding Water, you (ball befire you fall to your bufineffe, 
with your Plumbe,found the water in divers places,and 
^ ' where you find it deepeft, blackeft, and leafttranfpa- 

rent, there you fhall ftand to Angle, placing your felfe 
under the banke, and if it be pclfible,/b as your {had- 
dow may bee carried from the water: Foryoumuftat 
no time, if you can chufe, let your (haddow lye upon 
the water: and although in thefe deep places your ftan- 
ding open or clofe, are either ofthem reckoned indiffe¬ 
rently, becaufe the waters depth is a fafficient conceale- 
menr, yet theclofer you ftand isaccountedamongft 
Anglers moft handfomeandartificialL 

But if you go to Angle at the River, then the beft 
place to caft in your Line,is where it is deepeft and clea- 
reft, fb as you may behold the Sand or Gravellat the 
bottome: and in thefe places y oU'lhall ftri ve to conceale 
your felfe as much as poflible, as ftanding behind Pop- 
larSjOziers, orother Trees, or underthecovertoffome 
Banke, Rocke, orotherriiinesatthefideoftheRiver: 
alfoin covert places, where are many Weedes, rootes 
of T tees, and other rubbilh, is good A ngling, but very 
troublefbme, for Fifli lying there warme and in fafety, 
will have a great refort thereunto, and bite freely, fo 
that the Angler muft be carefull in the putting in of his 
hooke, and very deliberate in ftriking, leaftdoingany 
thbg raftily, he breake his Line and Hooke, bebg never 
folimeintangled. 

It is good alfo toAnglein Whirle-pooles, for they 
being like pits within the Rivers, are feldome unfurni- 
£hedof thegreateftFifties^ alfo,itisgoodtoAngleat 
the falsoi waters, as under Bridges, ftanding behind 
the lawmes and Arches, or at the flood-gates of Mills, 

being 
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being hid with the higher Timbers. And generaiJy 
where you fee the Water is deepeft, eJeareft, andcal- 
meft, beingdeaft troubled i.with.wiude or weather 3 is 
the fitteft place to anglqim Other obfervations there 
are, but they will follow in more neceflary places, 
Toreturnethentoourfirftpurpofe. Youlhallknow Tiiebcftfe 
thebeft feafons to Angle in, is from Aprill till the end ^onsro Angie 


fourein the morning till nine, and from three in the 
afternoone till after five in the Evening, the winde 
blowing from South, Weft, or North, and the ayre 
temperatCjinplined to warmenefle .• but to fpeak of par¬ 
ticular obfervations of feafons, know, that if the day 
be darke, clofe, and lowring, or have a gentle whiffling 
winde playing upon the w^ater, it is goodto Anglein, 
and the Fiflt will byte with pleafure: nay, ifafinemiz- 
ling dew of raine fall gently, withont violence,they wil 
then bite the fafter; alfo after flouds are gone away, and 
theRivers are come within their own bankes, their firft 
cleereneflerecovered, and the water pure, then it is 
goodto Angle. And generally for your Summer Ang¬ 
ling chufe the cooleft time of the day, for in theheate 
oftheday Filh betake themfelves to their reft, and will 
neither byte nor play. 

But for your Winter Angling, whichisfromOfto- 
her to Aprill,you lhall not make any difference of time, 
if the weather be calme, for all houres of the Sun are 
alike, onely the noone-tide or mid day is moft pre¬ 
ferred, efpecially in Ponds,and ftanding waters. If the 
water where-you Angle, ebbe or flow, the beft time 
of Angling is held to be in the ebbe; yet in fome places 
where the tyde is not great, there the floud is preferred. 

G Laftly 


ofO(ftober,fpeaking of the general ufeofthepleafures^ " 
and the beft houres alfo in senerall account, are from 
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Laftly, whenfoeveryou fee the Trout play or leape a- 
bove the water, and the Pike Ihuc in purfuitof other 
Fifties, it is then a very good time to Angle in,. ufing 
fuchbaits as are then meet for the month and feafon, 
asfiiallbe (hewed hereafter. 

.j-jjjijijo NowforthofefeafonswhicharenoughttoAnglein, 
!^g!e in. there is none worfe than in the violent heate of the day, 

orwhenthe Windes areloudefl:,R.aine heaviert. Snow 
andHayleextremefl:^ Thunder and lightning areof- 
fenlive, or any (harpeayre which flyethfromtheEaft; 
the places where men ufe towalhSheepe you (hall for- 
beare, for the very fmell of the wooll will chafe fiin 
from their haunts. Land floods are enemies to Ang¬ 
lers, fo alfo at the fall of the leafe is the (hedding 
of leaves into the water, and many other fuch like pol¬ 
lutions, of which we wdll fpeake fomething more here- 
after. 

ofFiih«. Therefore, to conclude this Chapter, and to (hew 
hanuR. you as Well how to find your fi(h, asthe Arttotake 
it being found, you (hall know that the Carpe, Eele, 
and Tench, doe ever haunt muddy places.• thefirll, 
which is the Carpe,lyeth ever in the depth and bottome 
thereof; the Tench, among theweedesandrootesof 
Sedges, and the Eele under ((ones, blockes, or the roots 
of Trees- 

TheBreame, theChevin, and the Pyke, haunt ever 
in the cleare and (andy bottomerthe Pike where you fee 
great ftore of fmall fry; theChevin where the (Ireame 
runneth fwifteft, and the (hade is greateft, and the 
Breame where the water is broadeft, and the depth gi- 
veth greateft liberty; and generally thefe three forts of 
fi(h delight more in (landing waters then in running 
Rivers, although the ancient Proverbe is. 
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Ancome Ee/e, and Witham Tike. 

In all England is nonefike. 

which are Rivers in Lincolne-fiire. Now the Salmon 
hath his haunt in the fwifteft and broadeO: riverSjWhofe 
Channels fall down into the Sea: The Trout loveth 
fmaller brooks, whofe currant is fwifc^ cleare, and gra- 
vellyjand ever hath his lodging in the deepeft holes that 
are therein j and the Perch haunteth rivers of the fame 
nature, only heabidethmoftin the creeks and hollow- 
nefleSjWhich are about the bank; and indeed thefe three 
fiflhes generally, Salmon, Trout, and Perch, lovecleare 
ftreames, being greene with weedes, andthebottomes 
hard with gravel and pibble. 

The Gudgen, the Loach, and the Bulhead, haunt e- 
ver (hallo weft places, and where ftreames are flow, yet 
tranfparent: Thebarbell3Roch,Dace,and RufFe,haunc 
the deepe (hady places of thofe brookes which are 
mixt with more fand then gravel], or where the clay 
is firme, and not flimie, and delight ever to lye under 
thefhadowes of trees, brambles or other things grow¬ 
ing from the banke. 

The Luce or Lucerne, which indeed is but the over- 
growne Pyke, haunteth the broad and large Meares, 
which are miles in compaCTe, being deepeand (till, 
and ever lodgeth in the bottomethereofamongftthe 
rootesandtufoof Sedge, and Bullufhes, being quiet 
and lead: troubled. The Humber haunts the clayie 
Rivers of hye Countries, where the foyle is rich and 
full of Marie, or in Lakes or ponds ofthe fame nature. 
The Shade andTweat, haunt thofe w'aters which are 
brackifb, deepe, and accuftomed to ebbe and flow, 
G 2 and 
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and where they haunt, there commonly aifo is found 
both the Mullet and the Suant,. all which love to lodge 
clofe and flat at the bottome of the water, lb it be more 
Ooze then gravell. 

cvo.cdijn. But hetre now me thinkes, I heare the curious re¬ 

prehend me, faying, that if thefe Rules Ihould be in¬ 
fallible, that then no River or Pond couldcontainea- 
bove three forts ofFifli onely, whendaily Experience 
fheweth us, that (bme Rivers have ten, feme t wen ty, 
and feme thirty, as the Trent for example, whofe 
auncient name in ±e French is Triant in Latine Tri- 
g/Kt<t,andinEnglifhTfcrt^, derived from this ground, 
becaufe there ftandeth upon- her thirty Caftles, thirty 
Market Townes, and are in her thirty feverall forts of 
fifhes. 

Anf'ver. Xo which I thus aofwer, that forafmuch as into 

moft Rivers falleth many feverall Waters and many 
foile.% according unto the nature of thofe Countries 
through which the Channels runne, that therefore c- 
very alteratiou of foile may alter the breed of Frye, and 
many feverall kindes may be in one Streame, fo that the 
Angler in the cboifeof his paftimein fuch places, muft 
either have a perfect knowledge how the foiles d 'e al¬ 
ter (which he may commonly know by the Bankes,) or 
elfe relie upon bis Experience, which will be thebeft 
Tutor to direift him unto the haunts of feverall filhes, 
but for ponds or ftanding waters which are of one earth, 
there you (ball furely find them beft profper, which arc 
before Rehearfed. 


Chap. 
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Chap. 13. 

of Baites in generally and of every particular 
kinder theirScafonSy VJey and Pre~ 
fervatiom. 

CInce I ha%'e thus far orderly pafled over the outward 
)^and inftrutnental neceflaries appertaining to thismo- 
deft Recreation, Ihewing the fcverall toolesand imple¬ 
ments which are to be imployed therein, and have al- 
fo (hewed the inward and mentall knowledge which 
(hould be harboured in his Breaft that wil be an Angler^ 
I will now proceed tofpeake of the Baites and intice. 
ments, which are the agents and effeders of ourde. 
(ires in this paftime, without which all other imple¬ 
ments are vaine and ufelefle •• for what doth it availe to 
havealloiher things in perfedion, when this, which 
is the (frength andlife of the reft, is either imperfed 
ordefedive? 

To (peakethen generally of Baites, they are divided 
into three kinds, which are, Live baites. Dead- baites, & 
Baites living butihapparenceonely. Your Livebaits^ 
arewormesofall kindes, efpecially the Red-worme, 
theMaggot, theBobbe, theDor,browneFlyes,Frogs, 
Grafhoppers, Hornets, Wafpes, Bees, Snailes, fhiall 
Roches, Bleakes, Goodens orLoches. Your dead 
baites arepaftes of all makings, young brood of Wafps 
dried or undried, the clotterd blood of Sheepe, Cheefe, 
Bramble-berries, Come, Seedes, Cherries, and fuch 
like. And your Baites :^ichfeeme to Live, yet are 
Dead, are Flyes artifically made of all (bits and 
fliapes, madeof filke and Feathers about yourhookes, 
which will ferve for every feveralSeafon through the 
G 3 yeare, 
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yearCj and beingby your Line moved upon the water^ 
feemetobeliveFlies, which thefiftiwithgreatgreedi- 
neffe will catch up and devoure. 

■wfons. T^ow for the feafons in which thefebaitesaremoft 

profitable, you (ball underftand that the red-worme 
will fer'/e forfinallfilh all the yeare long: the Maggot 
is good in July, the Bobbe and Dore in May, the brown 
Flyes in June, Frogs in March, Cralhoppers in Sep. 
tember. Hornets in July, Wafpes and Bees in July, 
Snailesin Auguft, for the Roche, Bleake, or Gud- 
geon, they ferve the Pike at any feafon; all Paftsare 
good in May, June, and July; dryed Wafpes in May: 
Sheepes-bloud and Cheefe in Aprill; for Bramble, 
berries. Come and Seeds, they are good at the fall 
oftheLeafe. Laftly, for your dead Flies,-which are 
tnoflproperfortheTroutorGravling, youfhallknow 
that the Dun Fly is good in March, being the lefler, but 
the greater Dun Fly will ferve the latter end of Febru¬ 
ary: theStone-flyeisgood in Aprill, theRedflye,and 
Yellow Flyein MayV the Black Fly, the darke Yellow 
Flye, andtheMorilhFIyinJunej the Tawny Fly part 
in May, and part of June, the Wafpe Fly, and the 
Shell Fly in July, and the dowdy dark Fly in Au- 
gufr. 

Themakirg of ^ow for the making ofthefcFlieSj thedoudy dark 

Fiycs. Fly is made ofblack wooll, dipt from, between a iheeps 

eares, and whipt about with black Silk, his wings of 
the under maile oftfae Mallard,and his head made black 
and futable,fixed upon a finepeece of Cork, and folded 
fo cunningly about the Hook, that nothing may be 
perceived but the point and beard only. The 
Shell-Fly is made of fine greene Floxe, and the wings 
of the wings of a Pew-glead .* the Wafpe-Fly 

is 
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is made of black woolly lapt about with yellow filke, 
and the >yings of the dowpe of a Buzzard; the Ta wny 
Fly is made of. tawny wooll, and the wings let one 
contraiy to another, and made of the white downe 
of a Widgen: the Morifli Fly is made of fine Flocks, 
(home from a freefe-gray ruUet, and the wings of a 
Drake: the bright yeUow Fly is made of yellow wooll, 
and his wings of a red Cocks yellow maine: the lad 
yellow Fly is made of black wooll, with a twifted yet- 
low filke, like a lilt, whipt down on either fide, and the 
wings of the wbgs of a Buzzard, fet on with black 
threed: the black Fly is made of blacke wooll, and 
lapt about with the herle ofthe Peacocks taile,his wings 
with the brown feathers of the Mallard, and Ibmeof 
his blew feathers on his head: the red Fly is made of 
red wooll, lapt aboutwith black filke, and the wings of 
the maile of a Mallard, with fome of the red feathers 
of a Capon; the Stone-Fly is made of black wooll 
made yellow under the wings, and under the tailev/ith 
filke, and the wings of Drakes downe : the greater 
Dun-Flyismadeof black wooll, and his wings of the 
dun feathers of a Drakes taile, the lefler Dun-Fly is 
made of dun wool!, and his wings of the maile of a Par¬ 
tridge. 

Now for the lhapes and proportions of thefe Flies, 
it isimpoffible todefcribethem without painting,ther- 
foreyoulhalltakeof thefe feverall Flies alive, and lay¬ 
ing them before you, try how neere your Art can come 
unto Nature by an equall fhape and mizture of coloursj 
and when you have made them, you may keep them in 
clofe boxes uncruftied, and they willferve you many 
yeeres. 

Now for the prefcrvation and keepingof your quick 
G 4 baits 
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baites (for longer then they ate aeateittdfiveet they 
rKfervjtion arenotgood:) you (hall underftand, that they muft 
not bee kept altogetherj but every kind feVerall by it 
felfe, and nourifiied with fuch comfortie as it delighteth 
in, when it is at liberty, or with fuch things as they 
breed in or upon when they are firft tak^n^ AndfirU 
for the Red worfee: when you take them, you fhall put 
them in a bagge of red cloath, and chopping a hand- 
full of Fennel, mixe it with halfe fo much frefh mould 
bedngblacke and fertile, and they will both live and 
fcbwer therein: here be fome Anglers which put wet 

' Moffe, both under and above them: Others there bee 
which put Parfly or fweetMarioram unto them, but 
the former way is the beft, fo you obferve every night 
torenew their Earth, or once in two dayestorefrefh; 
them with a little new Oxe dung,& thus you may Keep 
them two monetbs without imperftdion. Forthegrmt 
white Mapots,you fhal mixe with them flieeps tallow, 
or little bits of a beafts Liver, the beft way to fcoure 
them, istoputthemintoabaggeof blanKettingj with 
fcnd, and hang them where they may have the ay re of 
the fire, or other warmth, for thefpaeeof anhoureor 
two. FofFrogsandGra{hoppers,you (hall keep them 
inwetmofle, and long grafle, moiftened every night 
with Watery and when you angle with them you fhall 
cutoff their legges by the knees, and theOrafhoppers 
wings neere unto the body, for other wormes, as the 
Bdbbe, Cadis-worme. Canker, and fuch like, you flhall 
keepethem with the fame things you find them upon; 
and for all live Flies you fhal ufe theni as you takethem, 
onely the Wafpe, the Hornet, and HumbleBee, which 
is without fting, you fhall firft drye them a little in a 
■ wame ova a&rthebreadis dravwae, and'then <^ppe 



air their heads into (heepes blood, and then dry them 
agaifie,atid fo keep them in a dole boxe, and they will 
continue two or three moneths in all good perfeftion. 

Now laftly,to fpeake of your made bakes, which are 
PafteSjthemoft of them wil laft the whole yeare, and as 
they be divers, fot will Ihewyou how to compound e « 
vefy oneof them in his trueand perfeft nature. Firft, 
to tiiake Paftes that fliall laft the longeft, you ihall take 
Beane-flower, and thofe parts of the Conies leg which 
iscalledthe Almond of the Coney, orifitbeeofafat 
yOungWhelpe,oraGat, itisasgood:andtothefeput 
a like a quantity of Virgin waxe, and flieepes fuet, and 
then beate them together in a Morter, untill they be 
madeonebody, then withaKttle clarified Hony tem¬ 
per it before the fire, and fo make it up in round bals, 
and it wil laftall the yeare: and the ufe thereof is, vdien 
yaa Angle, to bake your hooke therewith, andnot any 
fifti which fwimmeth in frelh waters, but will greedi¬ 
ly bite thereat. 

There is alfo another Pafte which is of equall quali¬ 
ty and ufe with this, and will laft as long, and that is to 
take the Kidney-T allow ofa Sheep, and as much young 
Cheele,and beat them in a morter till they be one body, 
then adde to them as much wheate-flower as will bring 
it to an exceeding ftiffe pafte, then kneadeit before the 
fire^andallay the ftiffencffe with life hony, and fo mafee 
it Up into bals. 

The ufeofthis Pafte is like the former. Take the 
blood «f aSheepe, and of Hony likenjuantity, and: 
beate them together with a lumpeof frelh cheefe, then 
with the fine grated crummesof whitebread, worke 
them into a ftife pafte. Sc fo roleit up in bals, and when: 
you Augle donotbaite your hooke therewith, butnow^ 
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^dthen aft little pellets thereof into the Water, and. 
it will intife the Fifti to refort unto you,and tobite with 
great greedinefle. ' 

; There be others which, take Bread erummes, and 
beat them in a Mprter with ripe CherEjes Cthe ftones be¬ 
ing taken out) untdlitcome toalftiffe Pafte, and then 
knead it lip into bajs, and ufeit as y,ou ;dp that which, 
was laft recited: it is moft. approved and very excellent 
for all forts of Fiflj in frefli waters. 

Laftly, if you take the oyleof the 4 fpray^ and: 
CochIusI^£^ saAjjferfidi 4 )^ten;, and mixt with as 
much lifeHoney, and then dilfoivethem in the oyleof 
Polypody^ and io keepe it maclpfeglaflej then when 
you An^e, annoint your baite but with this confefti- 
on,and though the weather be never fo unfeafonable,or 
the Fifh never fo ill dilppled to bite, yetbeefureypU: 
fhall not Jqfe your Labour, but take, when all men elfe 
faile of their purpofe, for the fecret hath bin rarely ap¬ 
proved, and hitherto hath bin concealed with great 
fecredc. And thus much for baites and their ufes. 


Chap. 14- 

Angle for ^ery fever all kind of Fifi^accor^ 
ding to their natures. 

Of the Good- '^Qvy tofliewyou howyou fhallAnglemoftproper- 
ra^Roth, aid every fcveralFilbj with true Art, according 

to thenatureof theFilh, I thiakeitnotamifle firftto 
begin with the Goodgin, Roch, and Dace, which being 
Fifties of eager bit, moft foolifli,leftafrightfull,and Ibo- 
neft drived, are the firft fitteft preys for young Schpl- 
lars,andfuch as are but Learners in the Art of Anting, 
fortheeaftnefteof rfieirgainmg will not only fettle an , 
unrefolved 
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unrerolv6d‘mincl;;but give iinto ignorance both coQjrort 
and incouragement. 

If thTO you will Angle for any of thefe fmall Fiffies in 
great ftreames, it (hall be meet to take a Boat, aud find¬ 
ing the piacesoftheir haunt, which is conithonly infau'- 
dy^cleare waters, and where they run fwifteft,there An¬ 
gle for them with your finally ft hooks,\vell headed,and 
fmalleft Lines, wdlCorkt. Your hboke would rather 
dragg than bean inch from the bottome, and your belt 
baiteis theRed'Worrae, Cod-worme, Maggot, clotted 
bloud of Sheep cut in little bits,or elfe the white Spawn 
or brood of WafpeS: and ever as fobne as you fee the 
Corkeftir, fuddenly ftrike, for they will lyenibling at 
the baite,and finding the hooke, forfake it. If you An-, 
gle'fof them in fmalk Brooks,' you fhall ftand under 
Bsidgesi at the falls of Mils, behind Poplars,or Oziers^ 
or any •v^here,, where the ftreame runneth deep and 
fwiffr^ aifdever notefhat when your bit fades, you re¬ 
move your place,and feek out anew ftanding,and with • 

allfdltget not,ever when you Angle for any ofthefe filh, 
to caft in fome of your Pafte before your hook, forthis 
will make your fport much more abundant: and'al- 
fhoug the Dace, out bftheir own nature, bketh high, 
and neere the top of the water, yet thefebaites and in- 
tifementswill make him ftoope,and be taken eafily. 

v,!f you will Angle for the' Carpe, you mufthave a 
ftrong Rod, and a ftrong Line, of at leaft feverior nine 
haires, and either mixt with greeneor watched filke ; ofthcCaipes. 
your Cork muft be large, long,and fmootl i •• yoUr Leads 
fmooth andciore,and fixt neere the hook, and the hook 
ofalmoft a three penny compafle. He is very dainty to 
bite but at fome efpecial hours,as very early in the mor¬ 
ning, or very late at night,and therefore he muft be very 
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jnuch CDtifel with Paft: his. beft bayts arethe Mo 0 Bj- 
worme, the redde-worme, ortheMenow, forhefeU 
dome refiifeth them. The Cadis-womje is good for 
him in iK»c, and the Maggot, Blackeworme^or Graf- 
hopper, in Ik/jt, Anguji^ Septemkr. U you make 

him Pafte of foure Ate, white of eggs,and bread-erums, 
it will very much entife^im; alfo I would ever wilh 
you before you filb for the Carpe, to caft in a handfull 
of white Breadchippings into the Pond or River, for 
they will not pnely intifehim toyourbayte, but alfo 
give younotice if you be necce his haunt, for you IhaU 
prefently heare him fmacke above the water, and then 
if you miffe him, either your fortune or skill is not 
good. 

Of he Chub Angle for the Chub, Chevin, or Trout, 

chevtjor ' allyt»irInftrumentsmuftbehrpngandgQod:yourrod 

Tronr. da^ke and difcoloured,yoUr line ftrong,.'butfoalIand 

ftiort, your hooke of a twopenny compaSe, *andif you 
Angle with a Flye, then, nor Lead, norCorke, nor 
Quill, if otherwife, then aU of a handfome and futable 
proportion,.:, 

Th? if^ing tO;take them is in clofe and con¬ 
cealed places, as behindTrees, Walles, or Arches of 
Bridges .• their .haunts are in cleere, waters which 
runne upon Sand or Gravel], and they are in bell; fea- 
fon from Adarch till Mklmlvtas : if you Angle for 
them with dead Flyes^ without Lead or Corke, I have 
Ihewed you in the. former Chapter, the feverall flyes 
for eaoh feverall mmith j but if yoU angle for them with 
other baitesjthen you muft have both Corke and Lead, 
for he will bite neere the bottome, yet fometimesyou 
may angle for him with a fmall Menow bang’d at your 
hooke by .the nehher parts, without Corke or Lead, 
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and fo draw the bayte upon the top of the water, 
and both with it, and with every flye, ftrike rather be¬ 
fore than after he by teth. If you Angle for him at the 
ground m March, Apr ill. May, and Septemher, theMe- 
now is a good bayte, fois the hone-flye, Cadis-worme, 

Bobbe,red worme, ditch canker, young Frogges, the 
worme thatbreedeth on the Qzier-leafe end the Dock- 
canker niixt together. Inlune Crickets andDore-flyes 
are good: In Iidytht Grafbopper is goodjfo is the hum¬ 
ble Bee, dryed Wafpes or dryed Hornets, or any of 
their young brood in the Combes. In Augujl fly¬ 
ing Pifmires are good , fo is the Cole’wort-worme, 
or the Maggot, and in September either Cherrie.-, 

Mice before they have any hayre, or the great Sow- 
worme. 

I now vflll angle for the Eele, the beft place is at _ 

Weares, Mill-ponds, bridges, hollow bankes, ora- ' ^ 
ny fwift falling water: your Line ftrong, and not 
above too dies in length, and very heavily plumd, 
a good round Hooke, but no Corke, becaufe y ou 
muft not ftrike till the Eele plucke.- neither inuft: 
you by any meanes pull haftily, but holding your 
Line ftifle, with labour and patience tire him, left: 
that tearing his chaps, youlofehim. Thebeftbayte 
is the red worme, or little peecesoflheepesguts. 

The Flounder and Sewant are greedy byters, yet' 
very crafty: for they will nibble and fuckeata bayta 
good while before they fwallow it, and if theyper- 
ceive the hooke, they will flye from it : therefore to 
make them more hafty of the bayto, you muft ever 
be moving your line, and feldomelet itiyeftill. They 
lye moft commonly in thedeepeft places of theRiver 
where the water is ftilleft, and runneth with leaft force: 
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alfo they lye neare unto the banke, and delight muft in 
theftreame which isbrackift, and mixt with the fait 
water. Ycur Line tnuft be ftrong, and well plumbde 
neere to the hooke; and the bell: baite is the red Worme, ] 
and the young brood of Walpes. 

Of the Gray- The Barbel or Grayling, which foinecalltheVm- 

lirg or Bathe!. ^ are very fubtlean^ crafty fifties: Thereforeyou 
muft be very careful that your baites be fweet and new, 
and when you angle for them, do in all things as yon 
doe for the Trout, for they bite aloft in the Summer, 
and at the bottome in the Winter. Your lines muft be 
extraordinarily ftrong, and your hookes of a three¬ 
penny Compafle, for they are fifties of waighty bodies, 
and when they are ftrooke, muft have liberty to play, 
and tyre themfelves,or elfe they wil indanger the brea- 
kin g of your Rod, and therefore your Line muft be of 
thelongeftfize. 

Of the Breame The beft feafon to angle for the Breame, is from the 
lalterendof February till September, heisa verylufty 
ftrong fifl],and therefore your tooles muft be good, the 
baites in which he moft delighteth, is in wormes of all 
forts. Butterflies, greene flies, pafte of bread crummes, 
or the brood of Wafpes. 

Of the Tench Tcnch is a fifti that ever loveth the bottome of 

' Rivers, where the Oofe or mudde is thickeft 5 and is 
moft fit to bee angled for in the height of Summer, for 
at other feafons he is not apt to bite, and all times he is 
very dainty. 

The baites in which he delighteth moft, is pafts that 
are very fweet, and the browner the better, efpecial- 
lyifit be made with the blood ofaftieep. Atthegreat 
red worme alfo he will bite, and fo muchthefooner if 
you mixe them with this pafte: the Maggot and dryed 
wafpe 



i Book. 'The Art of Angling. 95 

Wafpe hee will feldome refufe, chiefly being dipt m 
hooy. ‘ 

Tbe Bleake, Ruffe, and Perch are fifties which bite oftheBiakei 
neither high nor low, but for the moft part in the midft 
of the water, therefore your Line muft be very light-*' 
iy plumbd , and farre from the hooke. The baites 
which uioft intice them, befides the red-worme, is 
the houfe-flye in the Summer, and the fat of Bacon in 
the winter •• in April they wil bite well at the Bobbe- 
worme or Maggot,and in all other feafons they feldome 
refufeany worme or canker. Your line would bee 
fmall, and wellarmed from the hooke a hand full v.ith 
fmallwyer, for the teeth ofthe Perch will elfe gnaw it 
a funder. 

The Pike is a fifh of great ftrength and waight, in fo Of the Pike, 
much that you can hardly have a Line of haire to hold 
him, therefore your beft Anglers ufe moft commonly 
a Chaulke line, your Angle-rodalfo muft have no fmall 
top, butbeallofonepieceandbignefle, aridtheLine 
made exceeding faft from flippings Your hooke would 
beof theftrongeft vvyer, w'hite or yellow, and made 
double, the points turning tw'o contrary wayes, and 
then armed with ftrong wyer a footeatleaft: his beft 
baite is a little fmall Roch, Dace, or Menow, the hook 
being put in at the taile, and comming forth under 
thegils, and you muft feldome or never let your baite 
lye ftil in the water jbut draw it up and down, as though 
the fifh did move in the water, and fled from the Pike, 
for this will make him more eager and hafty to bite: 
and having bit, you muft be fure to tire him well before 
you take him up. 

The yellow live Frogge is alfo an excellent baite for 
thePike, foryou muft underftand, that they natu¬ 
rally 



56 Ceuntrey Contentments. i Bo ok 

rally delight not in any dead or unmooving food. 

Of Siiickiing There bee fome which take a great deale of delight 

the Pyke. ^ plcafure to Snickle or halter the Pike^which is good 

when Pikes are broke out of Ponds or Kivers, and 
come into little fmall Ditches or Rundels^ as is oft to be 
feeneinlow-Countries. The way then to halter them 
is, firftto finde the Pike where he lyethf which in the 
heat of the day, you may eafily doe ) then take your 
Chaulke-line, and making a large running nooze there¬ 
of, put it gently into the water, about two feet before 
thenofeof the Pike, then when you feele it touch the 
ground, caufe one to goe behind the Pike, andwitha 
poaletoftirrehim, then as he Ihooteth, meet him with 
your nooze, and fo with a fuddaine and quicke jerke 
throw him upon the Land. In this fport you muft bee 
very ready, nimble, and quictee fighted, for if you give 
him the leaft time, he will efcape you. 

Of the Sal- Now laftly, touching the angling for the Salmon, 
man. albe he is a filh which in truth is unfit for your Travaile, 

both becaufe hee is too huge and cumberfome, as alfo 
in that he naturally delighteth tolieinthebottomesof 
great deepe Rivers, and as neere as may bee in 
the middeft of the Channell, yet for as much as ma¬ 
ny men efteeme that beft which is got with moft diffi¬ 
culty, you fhall underhand that thebaites in which hee 
moft delighteth are thofe which ferve for the Trout, as 
pafteorflyes in the Summer, and Red-wormes,Bob» 
wormes, or Cankers on the water-dockes after 
chaelmas. And thus much for the Art of Angling^ 
and taking ofeachfeverall fort of fifh which live in the 
firelh or brackifti waters. 


Chap.. 
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Gf tak^ngTifl) without Angles^andfirji.of 

laying Hookes. ^ i.,.,. ]:■, 

T He laying of Hookes to takeFifli in theuight, is 
moft commonly ufed for the Pike, ip great broad 
Waters or Meeres, full of Sedge, Bulruliies, and other 
weeds, beingv.ery deepe, and muddy : Some do ufe 
tolay them for the Eelealfo, butyoufliall underftahd, 
thatif youlay for the Pike, youmuft by nomcaneslet 
yourhookegotothebottome, but withafloate keepe 
it half a foot from the ground, butifyoulayforEele?, 
then let your Hookes be fmaller, and finke as low as 
they will. 

Now for the matter of laying them, you fhall bai:e 
the,hQokes as you did. when you Angled, with Menow, 
Roch, Dace, Goodgen, or Millers-thumbe; and be¬ 
ing made faft to ftrong pack-thread, faftenalfo that 
pack-thread toa ftrong cord, W'hich cordifit be three 
fadome in length may hold fixteene or twenty hoofc.es,^ 
Then fixing two ftrong ftakes into the Earthy faftea 
the two end^s of the bigge cord to the two ftakes,: and 
fo let it lye from Sunnefet untill Sunne rife, and you 
(hall never faile, but fome.of your Hookes will have, 
taken. Only obferve if you lay for Pikes, to lay 
in the fniddeft of the water, neere unto the Sedge and 
Weedes : but if youlay for Eeles, lay very neere the 
Bankes, fo there be no hollow or rotten trees grovving 
thereon. , 

Now if you would with thefe laid hookes take any 
other fort of Fifii, you fhall lay fuch hookes as are fit 
for them: and before you depart away, caft into the 
H water 
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Water good ftore of pellets of thofepaftes which are 
proper for the filhes you would take; as the pafte which 
is made of Branne, Sheepes bloud, Garlick, and Lees 
of Wine, will take all forts of fmall fifh: that pafte 
which is made of fheepes Liver, Guts, Hogges bloud, 
Bread crummes, and Opoponaxe^ will bring Perch, 
Tench, Carpe, or Breame unto your hookes, and that 
pafte which is only made of R.ue, Pine-apple kernels, 
Beane-meale and Hony, wilLbring the Salmon, the 
Trout, Chevin, or Barbells unto your hookes at al 
tiraesoftheyeare,. 


Ch'Ap. i 6. 

ofprefervingFifi from all forts of 
devourers. 

\ MongftaU the ravenous Creatures which Deffroy 
_£\^^Fifti, there Is none more greedy than the Otter, 
whofe only food being thereon, hourely lyeth in waite 
to cohftime them: Therefore though fome Filher-men 
ufeto take him with a Weele made with-a doubletun- 
neU, and called by the name of the Otter-weele, whofe 
praftice is fo ordinary that every Filher-inan knows the 
ufeoftbefame5 Yet for a more ready and eafieway 
to deftroy him, you {hall as. neere as y ou can find out 
his haunt, and the holes that are in the banke, and un¬ 
der the Roots of Trees where he lodgeth, and then 
take a great Eele, and flitting her back above her navel, 
put inthree or foure lumps Arfnicke-^ and then ftitch 

uptheskinagaine, andfo lay tne Eele from the navell 
downward in the water, and from-the navell upward 
out of Ae water.- which when the Otter findsi it is 
his property to eate unto the navell and no further, 
. -which 
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whieh ifhe<ioit is certaine that it is thelaft he, will eate* 

Next to the Otter, the Herne is a great devourer of 
Fifh, efpeciall.y the fmall Frye, or that which lives in 
{hallow places 5 therefore to deftroy the Herne,you fhall 
take a flrong Barbel hook, and baite it, either with.a 
Menow, or a peeceof Doggs fle(h .• colour your Line 
greene, and lay it in a (hallow place made faft to fome 
flake, where the Heme may wade to the knee to take 
it, and as foone as he hath fwallowed it,he (hall no more 
go from the place. 

Now, for as muchasthisFowleisagreatdeftrufti- 
onunto the young Spawne orFrieof Fifli, itfhall be 
good for the prefervation thereof, to flake down into 
thebottomeof your Ponds good long Kids or Faggots 
of bru(h-wood, mixt with the boughes of greene Wil- 
lowes,or Oziers, in which the Fifh calling their S pawn, 
it will be a defence for them, till they be able to flie into 
better fafety. 

Next to the Herne, the water-Rat is a great deftroyer 
of youngFifb,efpecially Trouts, Crevifles, or any that 
lye in holes in the bankes; the beft way to deftroy them 
is by hunting them with water-Doggs, which is a very 
goodfport, and I have feene twenty kild inanafter- 
noone .• but fome do ufe to take them with Hutches,or 
dead-fals, fet in their haunts, but the former way is the 
better. 

Next them the Sea-pye, and Sea-mew, is a great 
Devourer or confumer of Filh, and there is no better 
way to take him than by fetting Rods dreft with wa¬ 
ter Lime, and fet (boring on the edge of the water, one 
gefle or row over another, in fuch placesasthe Wa¬ 
ter is moft (halloweft, and upon fome tufts of greene 
Weeds lay: a filh for a baite under the rods, atwhich^ 
H 2 he 
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he can fooiaer ftrike but he is prefently taken. 

-hJextthefetteRingsFiftier ( whichisafmall greene 
Bird;) is a great deftroyer of Fiflij arid the way to take 
him is to roatke his haunt where he commonly fittetb, 
which is ever in fome bulh next the River: then feta 
little Cradle of limed ftra v/es- about his feat^ and they 
will quickly take him, for hefeldomechangeth, but 
ever fittetb Upon one bough. 

•Now to conclude, for the Cormorant, the Morehen, 
the Bald coot, or the Ofpray, which deftroy all kind of 
fi{h whatfoever/there is ho way better to kill them then 
by Watching their haunts, tolhoot at them vdth a Fo\v- 
iihg peece, and in the breeding time of the yeare to dc- 
ftrqy their nefts. 


- Chap. 17. 

' of the ordering of FokcIs^ for the nour/fi- 
ment oft'ip. 

T Here is nothing thatkilleth Fifh, or maketh them 
to profper worfe, than putrified. and ftinking 
water: neither is there any thing- which corrupteth wa • 
ter fooner than Weeds, Sedge, and fuch filthinefle be- 
ing-fiiffered to grow therein; Therefore it fhall be good 
oncein three years for-to clenfe your Ponds of all man- 
i ner of W eeds and filth, which with a fmall Boat and a 
fharp hoeke you maveafily doatthefallof theLeafe, 
for tocut them in the Spring doth encreafe them Now 
if'your Ponds be much fubjefttomud' as for the inofl: 
part thofe irvciay Countries are, then it fhall begood 
once in Teven yeares todraine them, and lade them, 
and this would bedone at the beginning of the Spring; 
and fuch Fifh asyou are willing and meane topreferve, 

you 
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you ftiall put into finaller pits or ftewes, and the other 
difpofe at your pleafure: then caufing the muddeto be 
troden with mens feet as you tread Morter, you (hall fee 
all the Eeles rife aloft, which when you have taken .ilfo, 
then with Shouels and trough Sp ides caft out all the 
mud and filth ( which is a lingular compafle for Land) 
upon the Banker then fodde the bottomeofthePund, 
and the fides with greene foddes,and fix them hard into 
the Earth with fmall ftakes of Sallow,and thefe fides wil 
nourilhthe Filh exceedii^Iy:- 
This done, if your PpHd have not any frefii Spring 
in it, then you Ihall lade the water backeagaine into 
it,and then draining your ftewe^, take out your ftore of 
Fifli, and put them againe into your Pond, oblerving 
ever that there be two parts Ipawiiers, and put a third 
meltefs.', , 

Thefe pits and fmall ftewes, how fo ever others 
write to the contrary, are better for feeding of Filh; 
then breeding: therefore you (hall ever keep them with 
freth water,and placing fp one by aripther,that ybu may- 
empty them at pleafure, once in three mpneths renew 
their bankes and bottomeswith frelhfodsofthefruite, 
fulleft graffe: alfo, you (hall put into them good ftore 
of fmall FryeofR.och3Dace,Menow,Loche,and Miller- 
thumbes, forthebiggcr Filh will feedethereon .- alfo 
the inward Garbadge and bloud pfSheepe , Calves, 
Hogges, and fuch like, which will fat Filh fuddainely, 
for you muft know that as the Filh in Rivers have, by 
vertueof the current, ever fomething brought to them 
to feed on,fo the Filh which is imprifoned in ponds and 
wants that helpe, muft either be relieved, or elfe perilh, 
and there is nothing better to feed them with, then t hat 
before fpoken, or elfe Brewers graines, chippings, 
H 3 curds. 




i^Bookf 

GutdSj and any Gbrnfe whatfoeveri, thrownemto th 
PondsMoming and Ev^ing* ' 


of the bip'lkdier-Lr^j. ' 

'^Hebeft water-LimetBatcanbe made;, and which 
will njbft'forely hold within the water,^^ is tatakea 
gqnnd of the lb:ongeft. Bir^-d!me, and waft it in nine- 
inning waters, untihtherebenphardheffeinit, and 
then beat outtl^ waterclearie, and drie it. Which dbue 
put it into an eartheapptjiaa.d adde thereto aimtich 
^pons^teafeas whl^ke. itjunne, two fpopn^fnll pf 
iirong Vinegar, hvefy nttle^tainpe Oyle, "arid Venice 
Turpentine, and boilethecQ aU gently togethef upbri a 
fofi:fire,ftiningit coritihuaHy. Then take it from rhe 
fire, andletit coole, then at any liirie when you meane 
to ufe it, warme it, and then, annpynt either your Rods, 
Buihes,Sttawes,otL^s, .and nQ|W^er Will takeaway 
the raength. ' \ 



OF 






Of the fighting Cock., 


of thp Choycefirdering^Breeding^and Dyeting of the 
fghtiag-CockforBattell.. 


there is no pleafure mote 
Noble, Delightfome, orvoidof 
couzenage and deceit them this 

pleafiireofCocking is; andfince 

many ofthe beft wifdomes of our 
pleafed to par- 
ticipate with the delights there- 
Utij I thinke it not amiff^ as well 
for the inftraftion of thofe which ate unexperienced, as 
fortifying of them which have fome Knowledge there- 
in todeclateinafewLinestheE/e^?z(7»iBreed?»5, and 
Secrett of dyetingthe fightingCocke, which having 
been hitherto concealed and unwritten of, is (for our 
pleafure fake)as worthy a generallknowledge as any de- 

firft ofthe choife of the fighting Th„i,«)g»f 
Cock,youftiallunderftand thatthe beft Charafters you 

canobfervein him js the5/w/e,G»^/o«r,C««rrf^«,and/M^^ 

heele : for his Ihape the middle and different fize 

H 4 IS 
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is ever accounted beftjbecaufe they be ever moft match- 
ablejftiongnimblejand ready foryour pleafure,vi?hereas 
the huge Cocke (which we calkhe turne -Pocke)is ever 
bardtofindehisequall, befidcs he is lubberly, and af¬ 
fording fmall j>learure in his battlerand fo theexceeding 
little Cock is as hard to match, and is commonly weake 
and tedious in his mahrier of' fighting. Hee would be 
of a proud and upright ftiape, with a fmall head , like 
unto a Spar hawKe,a quicke large eye,and a ftrong back, 
crookt and bigge at the fetting on, and in colour futable 
t o the plume of hisFeathers.as blacke yellow,or reddifli. 
Thebeameofhislegge would be very ftrong^ and ac¬ 
cording to his Plume,blew,gray, or yellow this fpurres 
long,rough,and fharpe, a little bending and looking in¬ 
ward. 

For his colour,the gray pyle,the yellow pyle, or the 
red with the black breft,is efteemed the belt; the pide is 
not fb good,and the white and dun are the Wbrft.^ If he 
be red about the heath likefkarlet, itisafignebflufh" 
ftrength,andcourage, butifheebeepaleitis afigneof 
fickn^eand faintnefle. 

For his courage, you (ball obferve it in his walke, by 
his treading,and the pride ofhisgoing,and in his pen,by 
bis oft crowing. For the fharpnefle of his heele, or as 
Cockmafters callit, the narrow heele,it is onely feene 
in his fighting, for that Cock is faydto be fharpe heelq, 
or narrow heHd, which every time he rifeth hitteth,and 
draweth bloud of his adverfary,guilding(as they tearme 
itj)hisfpurresin bloud, and threatning at every bbwan 
end ofthat battle. 

AndthefeCockes areforelyofgreateftimation, for 
the beft Cocke-mafters are of opinion, thatafliarpe 
beeld Cocke, though hee be a little falfe, is much bet¬ 
ter 
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ter thm the tiueft Cocke which hath^ dull heele, and 
bittethfeldomCj for though the one fight long yet hee 
feldom wounds^and the other though he wil not indure 
the uttermofi: hewing,yet he makes a very fuddaine and 
quickedifpatchofhisbufinefle, for every blow put his 
adverfay in danger. 

But that Cocke which is both aflure’dly hard , and 
alfo very fhas p e heeld^heis to be efieemedjand is of the 
moft account above all other, and therefore in your 
generall Ekdtion chufe him which is of a ftrong fhape, 
good colour, true valour,and cfa.moft lharpeand ready 
heele. 

Now for the breeding ofthefe Cocks fur the battle. The breeding 
it is much different from thofe of the dunghill, for they of the battie 
are like Birds t 'f prey, in which thefemale is ever to be 
preferred and efteemed before the Male, and fo in the 
breed of thefe Birds, you muff be fure that your Henne 
be right, that is to fay, ftiemuftbeofarightplume, as 
grayjgriflelljfpeckt, or yellowilh, black or brown is not 
ami* lie: Ihe muff be kindly unto her yong,of large body, 
well poaked behind for large Egges, and well tufted on 
the crowne, which shewes courage: if she have weapons 
fbeisbetter,but for her valour it muff be excellent, for 
if there beeany fportof cowardifeinher, the chickens 
cannot be true. 

And it is a note amongft the beft breeders, that the 
perfeftHennefrom a Dunghill-cock, will bring a good 
c^hicken, but the beft Cock from a Dunghill Henne can 
never get a good Bird /andihaveknownein mine own 
Experience, that the two famoufeftCockes that ever 
fought inthefe dayes, the one called Noble , the other 
Grifell, begot on many ill Hennes very badde Cocks, 
but the moft famous Henne //»%/, never brought 
foorth 
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forth ill Birds how bad foever her Cocke were. 
Having then unto perfeft Cockes got perfeft 
HenneSj (for that is the belt breeding ) you {hall know 
that the belt feafon of the yeare to breed in, is from 
theinereafe of the Moone in totheincreafe 

of the Moone in March, for one March Bird is ever 
better worth then three at any other feafon. You 
lhall place her Penne in which Ihee fitteth, to ftand 
warme, and to make her bedde of foft and fweete 
ftraw, for they be much tenderer then the Dunghils 
are , neyther lhall you fuffer any other Fowle to 
come in her view where Ih^e fits , for it will move 
her to difpleafurCj and make her to endanger her 
Egges. 

Youlhallalfoobferveinher fitting, whether Ihee be 
bufie to turne her Egges ( which is a goodfigne in a 
Henne ) and if (heebe flacke you lhall helpe her at fuch 
times as Ihee rifeth from her neft, and ever be fure that 
when (he commeth from her neft, tohavemeateand 
water ready for her, left being forced to feeke her food, 
Ihe fuffer her Egges to coole too much: alfb, you lhall 
have Sand, Gravell, andfinefifted alhesintheroome 
where Ihe fitteth, in which Ihee may bathe and trim her 
felfe,at herplealure. 

After one and twenty dayesis the time of their hat- 
ching,andifwh«itheyare new batched, Ihee doc neg- 
left to cover and keepe the firft warme till the reft be 
difcloled, you lhall obferve her,and take thofe that are 
firft opened, and lapping them in warme Woolf lay 
them within the ayre of the fire till the reft behatcht, 
and theri put them all under her, and keeping both the 
Henne and them' exceeding warme,for they be fo tender 
that the lead cold will kill them, and fuffer neither 

them 
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them iior the Heone t6 go, abroad itltb the ayre till they 
beamonethold :and let them have ftore of food, as 
Gate-inealejCheefe parings,. Chilter wheate, andfuch 
like, and a large room to vvalk in,the fioore being board, 
for the earth floors is too moyft, and the plafter-floare 
too cold. ■. 

After they dre a moneth old, you (hall let them w alke 
infomegraflecourt, orgreeneplace, where they may 
have ftore of Wortr.ei, butby all mta tes be fure there 
benoftinkirigpuddlesofwaterinit, nofinkes, norfii- 
thyChannells , for it is the greateft poyfon that can be 
to Birds of this nature, and breedeth thole Difeafes 
which are moft mortall : if every morning before they 
goe forth , you perfume them and their roome with 
Rofematy , or Peny-royall burnt, itisagreatprefer- 
vation againft- all thofe infirmities, or to choppe 
Leeke blades amongft their Meate is very good 
alfo. 

In this fortyoulhallnourifti them till you may diftin- 
guilh the Cocke-Chicken from the Henne, andthcn 
feeing their Combes or Wattels but appeare , you 
Ihall cut them away, and fo annoint the fore with 
fweete Butter till it bee whole. This will make them 
have fine, {mall, blender, and fmooth heads, where¬ 
as to fuffer the Combe to grow to his bigneffe, and 
then cut it away, it will make him have a goury thicke 
head, with great i'umpes .• neither is; the Fluxe of 
bloud wholefome, for the leaft lofle of bloud in a 
feathered foule, is exceeding mortall, and very dan- 
gerous. , , 

You ftiall fuffer your Cocke-Chickens to goe toge¬ 
ther with their Hennestillthey beginile to fight, and 
pecke one at another, but theft you fhallfeparatethem^ 
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and difpierce them into feverairwilkei, andthat 'walke 
is the beft for a fighting Cocke which is fartheft from 
refort, as at Winde-milles orWater-milles, Grange- 
honfes, and inch like, where hee may live with his 
Hennes without the offence or company of other Cocks, 
Lodges in Parkes are alfo good, and fo areConie' 
warrens j onely they are a littie too much haunted 
with vermine, and that is dangerous, let the feed¬ 
ing place for your Cockes be upon foft dry ground, 
or upon boardes, for to feede upon paved Earth, or 
on Plafter floares will make their beakes weake, 
blunt, and not apt to hold faff Any white Come 
is good foode for a Cocke in his walke, and fo are 
toltes or crufts of breade fteeped in drinke, or mans 
Vrine, for it will both fcowre and coolethcm in¬ 
wardly. 

If your Chickens beginne to crow ( not being fix 
moneths old ) cleare and lowde, or at unfeafonable 
times, doe notefteeme them, for it is an apparant 
figneofcovvardifeand falftiood : for the true Cocke 
is very long before he get his voyce,and when he hath it, 
heobferveshishoureswiththe beft judgement. Unto 
your fighting Cock three Hennes are fu&ient, five are 
withthemoft, lortheyare fo hotte of nature and will 
treade fomnch, that they foone confume their naturall 
ftrength. 

A Cocke would not be put to the battell before he be 
twoyeeresold,atwhichtimeheisperfefl:andc.impleate 
in every member, for to fuffer him to fight when his 
fpurres are, but warts, youmay well know his courage, 
but never his goodneffe. 

You muft alfo have an efpeciall care to the Perch 
whereon your Cocke fitteth when hee roufteth 

for 
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for if it be too fmall in the grype, or crooked, or fb 
ill placed that he cannot fitbut hemuft ftraddle with 
his legges, any ofthefe faults will make him uneven' 
heeld, and whatfoever he was naturally, yet by this 
accident he will never be good ftriker, for the making 
of the Perch either maketh or marreth the Cock, 
therefore to prevent this fault, thebeft way istohave 
in your Rouft a row of little Perches, not above feven 
or eight inches in length, and not a foot from the 
groundjfo that your Cock may with eafe go up to them, 
and being fer, mu ft of force have his leggs ftand neere 
together, it is a rule that he wh ich is a clofe fitter is ever 
a narow ftriker. 

Let the iootftoole of the Perch be round and fmooth, 
and about the bignefle of a mans artne. Yetforyour 
better knowledge, becaufe words cannot fo well e>:- 
preffethefe quantities, it lhall notbeamifleforyou to 
go to feme famous Cock-mafters houfe and view 
the Perches which are within his feeding Pennes, and 
according to thofe proportions frame your own, for the 
Perch is the making and fpoiling of any Cockvphatfo- 
ever. 

Againejyou muftbecarefull, that when your Cock 
doth leape from his Perch, that the ground be foft 
whereon he lighteth, for ifit be hard or rough, it will 
make your Cocke grow gowty, and put forth knots up¬ 
on bis feet. 

Npwlaftly, for the dyetingand ordering of a Cock 
for a battell, which is a fecret yet never divulged, but Tiiedvetiug 
kept clofe in the breafts of fome few, and for asmuch 
as in it only confifteth all the ground and fubftance 
of the pleafnrej the beft Cock undyeted, not being 
able to encounter with the worft Cock thatisdyeted. 
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you ftiall underftand, that the time to take up your 
Ofcakirgup Cocks is at the latter end of ( for from that 

cockes. time till the latter end of May Cocking is in requeft) 
and having viewed them well, and fee that they are 
found, hard feathered, and full fummed, you ftiall put 
them into feverall Pens, the models whereof you may 
behold in every Cock-niafters orinne-keepershoufe, 
having a moving Perch in it, to fet at which corner of 
the Pen you pleafe- 

• This Pen fhould bemadeofveryclofe boards, well 
joyned together all but the fore-front, which wouldbe 
made open like a Grate, one Barre two inches diflant 
from another, and before the Grate two large Troughes 
of foft wood, one for his meat, the other for his water. 
Thedooreof the Grate fhould be made to lift up and 
down, of fuch largenefle that you may with eafe put 
your Cock in and out,and dayly cleanfe the Pen to keep 
it fweet and wholefome. 

The Pen would be at leafl: three foot in height, and 
, two foot in fquare every way,and many ofthem may be 
joyned in,one front, according to thebignefleof the 
roome, in which they are built : and alfo one above an¬ 
other, only with over-ftiadowing boards,fo that one 
Cock may not fee another. 

When your Cock,asaforefaid,is put up into his Pen, 
Of his dyet. you ftiall for three or foure daies feed him only with old 
Manchet, the cruft: pared away, and cut into little 
fquare bits, and you fhall give him to the quantity of a 
good handfull at a time, and you ftiall feed him three 
times in the day,that is to fay, at Sun rife, at high noone, 
and at Sun fet. You fhall ever let him have before him 
the fineft, coldeft, and fweeteft Spring-Water that you 
can get. 


After 
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After he hath been thus fed foure daieSjand his Corrij 
WormeSjGravelljand other courfe feeding gone from 
him, in the Morning take him out of the Pen, andano- 
ther Cock alfb, and putting a paire of Hots upon each ofSpaning 
of theirheeles, which Hotsarefoft bumbafted roules 
ofLeathcr, covering their Spurres, fo that thej can- 
not hurt orbruife one another, and fo fetting them 
down on the greene graffe, let them fight and buffet 
one another a good fpace, as long as in their teaching 
they do not wound or draw bloud one upon another ; 
and this is called t he fparring of Cockes; it heateth and 
chafeth their bodies, and it breakcth the fat and glut, 
which is within them, and maketh it apt to cleanfe and 
come away. 

After your Cocks have fparred fufficiently, and that 
you fee them pant and grow weary, you fhall take them 
up, and taking off their Hots, you muft have deepe 
ftraw baskets made for the purpofe, with fweet foft 
ftraw to the middle, and then put in your Cock, cover 
him with fweet ftraw up to the top, and then lay on the 
lidclofe, and there let your Cock ftove and fweat till 
the Evening. 

But yet before you put him into the ftove, you fhall 
take Butter and Rofemary finely chopt, and white Su¬ 
gar candy, all mixt together, and give him a lumpe 
thereof, as much as your thumbe, and then let him 
fweat, for the nature of this fcowring is to bring a- 
way his greafe, and to breed breath and ftrength. You 
may in time of neceffity for want of thefe ftraw baskets 
flow your Cock in a Cock-bagge, by laying ftraw 
both under and above him, but it is not fo good, be- 
caufe the Ayre hath more power to pafie thorowt 
it. 


After 
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ofthebeft After foureof the clocke in the Evening, you may 
dyet br€ad. ^ Cocke out of the ftove, and licking his head 

and eyes all over with your tongue, put him into his 
Penne, andthen taking a good handfull of bread,fmall 
cut, put it into his trough, and then piffing into the 
trough, alfo give it him to eate, fo as he may take 
his bread out of the wanne urine, for this will make 
his fcouring worke, and cleanfe both his head and body 
wonderfully. , 

’ ‘Nov? you (hall underftand,tbat the bread which you 
{hall give him.at this time, and at all other times during 
his dyetting,(hall not be Manchet, but a fpeciall bread 
made for the purpofe, in this manner: you lhall take of 
wheat-meale halfe a Peeke, and of fine oate-meale- 
flower as much, and mixing them together knead them 
into a ftiffe pafte, wi th Ale, the whi te of a dozen figgs, 
and half a pound of Butter, and having wrought the 
dowe exceeding well, make it into broad thinne cakes, 
and being three or foure daies old, andtheblifterings 
of the outfide cut away, cut it into little fquarebits,and 
give it the Cock. 

There be Ibme others that in this Bread willmixe 
Lycoras, Annis-feeds, and other hot Spices, and 
will alfo in the Cock water fteepe flices of Lycoras, 
but it is not commendable, for it is both unnaturall and 
unwholefome,. and maketha Cock fo hot at the heart, 
that when he comes to the latter end of a battle, he is 
fuffocated and overcome with his own heat: therefore 
ladvifeallmen of judgement, to take that for the heft 
dyet which is moft natural!, and leaft contrary unto the 
Fowles ordinary feeding. 

But to returoe to my former Difcourle, after you 
have fed your Cock thus for all night, you lhall the 
. , next 
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nex t day let him reft, and onely give him his ordinary 
feedings of Bread and Warer, then the next day Cwhich 
is the fecond day after his fparring ) y ou fhall take him 
into a fayre even greene Clofe, and there fetting him 
down,having fome Dunghill-Cockeinyour armes,you 
ftalllhewithimandforunfrom him, and entice him 
to follow you, and fo chafe up and downe halfe an 
houre at the leaft, differing him now and then to have 
a ftroke at the Dunghill-cock. And when you fee that 
he is well heated and panteth, you (hall take him up 
and beare him into your Cock-houfe, and there firft 
give him this fcouring.* Take of Butter, which hath no 
fait, halfeapound, andbeateitinaMorterwiththe 
leaves of Herb of Grace, Ifop, andRofemary, till the 
Herbes cannot bee perceived;, and that the Butter is 
brought to a- greene Salve, and of this give the Cock a 
rouleortwo,asbigasyourthumbe, aadthenftovehim' 
in‘the.baflcet,asis before faidjtill Eyening,and then feed 
as was formerly declared. 

' The next day you fltall let him reft and feede, and 
the next day after you ftiall fparre him againe, and thus 
every other day for the firft fortnight, you fhall either 
fparre or chafe your Cock, which are the moft natu ■ 
ralleftand kindlieft heates that you can give him, and 
after every heate you fhall give him a fcouring .• for 
this will breake and cleanfe from him all greafe, glut, 
and filthineffe, which lying in his body, rnakes him 
purfie, fiint, and not able to ftand out the latter end of 
a battell. ' , ' 

Having fedde your Cocke thus the firft fortnight,^ 
the fecond fortnight you fhall alfo feede him in the 
fame manner, and with the fame food, - but you fhall 
I , not 
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notfparre him, or give Him hcates above twice in a 
weeke at the moft, in fo much that thrice or fourc time? 
in the fortnight will be fufficient, and each time you 
lhallftove arid fcoure hiaij according to the nature of 
his heats, that is to fay, if you heatehiin much you 
fhqll ftove him long, and give him of your fcouring the 
greater quantity: if you finde that he is in good breath, 
and needeth but flight heates, then you ftiaU fti ive him 
the kfle while, and give him the lefle of the fcow- 
nng. 

Now to the third fortnight, which makethupthe 
fixweekescompleat, ( being a time fufficient to pre¬ 
pare a Cocke tor his battell ) you thallfeedehimasa 
forefaid, butypufhallnot fparrehimatall, for feare_ 
of making his head tender or fore, neither give him 
violent exercife, but onely twice or thrice in the fort- 
night,moderatcIy, let him run and chafe up and downe, 
to maintainebis winde, and now and then cuffea Cock,' 
which you (hall holde to him in your hands, which 
done, you (hall give him his fcouring well rouldin the 
pouder of Sugar-candy, white or browne, but browne 
is the better, for the Cocke then being come to perfeft 
breath, and having no filth ki his body for the fcouring 
to worke on,it willworke and caufeoperation upon the 
vitall parts, and make the Cock fick, which the Sugar- 
candy will prevent, and ftrengthen nature againft the 
medieme. 

After the end of fix weekes feeding, finding your 
cock in hift andhreatb, you may fight him at your pka- 
fure, obftrving that he have at leau three dayes reft be¬ 
fore he fight, and well emptied of his mait before you 
bring him into the Pit.^ 

Now 
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Now when you bring him into the Pit to fight, you 
muft have an efpeciaU care to the matching of him, efco*^ 
for in that Arc coniifteth the greateft glory of the 
Cocke-naafter, for what availeth it to feede never fo 
well, if in the matching you give that advantage w hich 
overthroweth your former labour ? Therefore in 
your matching there are two things tobeconfidered: 
that iSjthe length of Cocks, andtheftrength of Cocks: 
for if your adverlary-Cocke be too long, yours (hall 
hardly catch his head, and then hee can never indanger 
eye or life : and if he be the ftronger.he will overbeare 
yourCo<i, andnotfufferhimtorife, andftrikewirh 
any advantage .■ therefore for the knowledge ofthefe 
two rules, though experience be the beft Tutor, yet 
thefirft, which is length, you (hall judge by your eye, 
when you gripe the Cocke about the wane, and make 
him (hut out his legs, in which pofture you (hall (ee the 
utmoftofhishight, andfo compare them in your judg¬ 
ment. Nowforhisftrength, which is known by the 
thickoefle of his body, for that Cock is ever helde the 
ftrongeftwhichislargeftin thegarth,you (hall know it 
by the meafiire of your hands, gryping the Cocke about 
fromthepointsofyour great ftigers, to the joyntsof 
your ihumbes, and either of thefe advantages by no 
mranes give to your adverlary, but ifyou doubt loflTe 
ia the one, yethK^furetogainsintheother ; for the 
weake long Cock will ri(e at more eafe, and the(hort 
ftiong Cocke will give the furer blow, fo that becaufe 
all Cocks are not call: into a mould, there may be a re¬ 
conciliation ofthe advantages, yet by all meanes give as 
little as you can. 

When your Cock is equally matcht, you (hall thus 
I 2 prepare 
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prep^e him to the fight, firffi with a-paire of fine Cocke 
fneares you ftall cut ail his Maine off, clofe unto his 
isht. neck, even from his head unto the fetting on of his 
fbouWers, then you (hall clip off all the Feathers from 
his tayle clofe unto his Rumpe: where, the more Ikar- 
let that you fee his Rumpe, in the better eftate of body 
the Cock is. Then you (hall take his wings,and fpread- 
ir.g them foorth by the length of the firft feather of his 
wing, clip the reft Hope wife with (harpe points, that in 
his nfing he may therewith indanger the eyes of his ad- 
verfary :then with a {harp Knife you (hall fcrape fmooth, 
and fharpen his Beak,then {hall you fmooth and Iharpen 
his Spurs. 

Thecrd.ingof Laftly, you {hall feethatthere be no feathers about 
wJcs after the crowneofhis Head for his Foe to take hold on, and 
bamii.aHdths ^Jjgnypith your fpitilemoi{ihinghis-bead all over, turne 
eating them. ^; fortune. J W heu tHe bat¬ 

tle is, ended the fuftthingycuidoj ^yotifhali feafehhis 
wounds, and as many as you can finder youlhall with 
your mouth fucke the bloud out cf them;, then Wafh 
them very well with warme Urine’.tokeepe them frpm, 
Ranckling, and then prefently. give him a rpufe or two; 
of your beft fcouring , and fo ftove him Ppas hot as' 
you can, both withfweetftrawand blanketting in a 
clofe Balket for. all that night,: then in the morning 
take him- forth, and if his tod be much fweld, you 
fhallfuck his-Wpunds‘-againe,.iaad -batheThem with 
waime Urine ,, then ha:ving in a {ine laaggethe pbwdet 
of tlie Herbe Robert^ well dryed, and finelyfeirft, 
pounce all the fore places therewith, and then give the 
Cocka good handfull of Bread to eate out of -Warme 
■Vjine,and fo put him into the ftoveagaine, in the fame 
manner 
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manner as before mentioned^ and by no meanes let him 
iecle the ay re utitill all the fwelling be gone, but twice a 
day fuck his wounds, drefie him, and feede him, as is 
aforefaid. 

But if hee have received any hurt„ orblemifhinhis 
Eye 5 t hen you (hall take a leafe or two of right ground 
Iviy, not that which runneth along the ground, and is 
of the ignorant fo called, but that which growes in little 
tufts in the bottome of hedges, and is a little rough 
leafe, and having chewd it very well in your mouth, 
and fuckt out the jay ce, fpit it into the eye of the Cock, 
and it will not only cure it of any wound, or any blow 
in the Eye, where the fight is not pierced, butalfo 
defend it Irotn the breeding of Filmes, Hiwes, Warts, 
or any fuch other infirmities, which quite deftroy the 
fight : Obferving that you doenotceafetodrellethe 
Eye therewith fo long as you fhall perceive any blemilh 
therein. 

Now if your Cocke havein his fight veined him felfe 
eyther by narrow llriking, or other croffe blow, you 
(hall find out the wound, and prefcntly bind thereunto 
the fine foft doune of a Hare, and it will both ftaunch it 
and cure it. 

For any other cafuall ihfirmityor fickneffe which 
(hall happen unto Cockes, lookein the, former Eooke 
called Cheape and Good, and you (hall finde them fet 
downe at large, onely I' willgiveyouthisone fmall 
remembrance, that after you have put forth your 
wounded Cockestotheirvwalkes, and cometovifite 
them a monethortwo after, if you-finde about their, 
heads any fwollen bunches, hard, and'blackilhatone 
end, you (hall know that in fuch bunches are unfound 

’ I 3 chores.* . 
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chores ; TbarefOTc prelently with your Koifeyou (hall 
opcDthe fame, crufli out the chores with your 
thumbs, then with your mouth luc& out all the cor* 
ruption, andthen filltheholes hill of firdh But¬ 
ter, and it will cute them. And thus much 
for the nature of the Cock, and 
how to keepe him for 
hisbeftule. 


The end of the ^rji Books- 




